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provincial conferance very much in mind. I
think that is just worth a word, because if you
wiil look back you wiil sec that variausithings
amerge. Thare were quita enough difficuities
facing the government witbout their making
any brand new anas for themselves, but they
seemed determined ta have s many as pas-
sible, sa they did make soma new anas.
This dominion-provincial conferance couid and
should have taken place long ago. The prob-
lem bas been staring themn in the face for five
years. After the end of 1942, whan aur sick-
ening war auxieties lessenad, we could laok
ta the future, and there seems ta me no reasan
why that conference could nat have taken
place then. But while they were tbinking
abaut it, an upsetting event took place; thera
was an alactian in the province of Ontario in
1943, and that might have muddied the waters
a bit. Ontario was impertinent enough ta
eiect a Progressive Canservativa gavernment.
However, after the electian it did appear
likely that thare wouid be a conferenca and
certain negotiations took place between the
dominion Prime Minister and the Ontario
premier; but, as hon. members will recaîl,
they did nat get very far and in August, I
think it was, the faderai Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King), referring ta the fact
that Mr. Drew had expressed a desire that
the Progressive Conservative leader (Mr.
Brackan), should succced in the eiectian, said:

Such baing the deciared aimn of the prime
minister of Ontario, it must ha apparent tbat
any conferenca hald hafare a federai election
wouid have litýtie or no hope of success.

Ta me that seamed a strange reasan for
pastponing the canference, but if you look
further back ino the statemants of the fad-
erai Prime Minister it becomes a little iess
stran-e. I sbauid like ta read a short state-
ment niade hy the Prime Minister of Canada
in the suimmer 1935, just befare the election
of that year, because I find it very interesting
indaed. He said:

A guarantea of provinc~ial c'ooperation je ta
ha found in the fact that, sava in one province
out of nina, Liberai governments are aiready in
office.

Later in the same speech ha said:
It would saam. that this is the kjnd of national

governmýent xvhicb the people of Canada reaily
want; a govarniment, in the dominion and prov-
inces alike, that will ha able ta giva expression
ta the will of the people as unmistakahly
expressed at the polis.

That is a vary pieasant and aven affecting
pictura, though in the iigbt of wbat bas
bappenad sinca I suppose we may say it is
now ane af those picturas that "bang an
memary's waii", because things have cbanged.
It was a picture, yau might say, af King
Arthur and the knights of the round table,

ail goîng out to do batfle in favour of truth
and justice. Since then, however, certain
things have hgppened; there are some vacant
chairs at the table now. Quebee's chair is
empty; Ontario's chair is empty; Saskatche-
wan's chair is very empty, as the Minister
of Agriculture (Mr. Gardiner) knows; AI-
berta's chair is empty, and in the case of
Manitoba and British Columbia, whiie the
chairs are not arnpty neither are they full.
Thare is a sort of blur there. Sa, as I say,
we have corne to this situation. We have had
ta wait for the dominion-provincial confer-
ence, for the reasons I have indicated; with-
out wishing to cry over spilt milk I think
it is a serious situation, and I tbink the
Minister of Finance has disciosed to 'us very
cleariy indeed how serions it is.

Thera is another "aid man of the sea" that
the taxpayer bas on bis back, and I shouid
lika ta, say a word about that. I arn referring
ta contrais. A great deal has been said in
this bouse about contrais. 1 thought I knew
a goad deal about tbem, but when I gat a
sort of fuil-dress statement an contrais 1
found I did flot know anything at ail about
them. Thay are realiy samething when yau
corne ta see what tbey amount ta, and I
shauld like ta just hring ta the attention of
the bouse some information in connectian
witb these contrais; it rnay interest you as it
interested me. I have here a statemant dated
August 1 last, sa, I presumne it is pratty well
up ta date. Out of this I wiii take the war-
time prices and trade board. First we have
the chairman, the daputy chairmen and mem-
bers of the board. Then we have what are
calad tha baad office divisions, of wbich there
are tweive, each with a suipervisor or sacre-
tary or controiler, as the case may be. Then
we came ta what are caliad the associatad
campanies, of which thera are several. Then
wve go on ta what are caiied coordinations.
These include capital equipment, foads, pulp
and paper, textiles and clothing, and emar-
gency sheiter. Then we go on ta a directory
of administrations, and bere we reaiiy plunge
into big tbings, because on a short count I
find that the directory of administrations
includes about 150. 1 should like ta direct
your attention ta just a few of them. There
is ana for baoks and writing paper; for cork
and cork products; for fertilizers and pesti-
cides; clothing and waolleos; honay. There
is *eweilery, wbich, is divided ino sevan cate-
garies. There is meat and meat products;
thera is fruit. Power bas only one man;
apparently Mr. Symingtan is regarded as a
hast in himseif. Then there is ana categary
whicb I fiod very intcrcsting: claanîng,
decorating, hairdrassing, painting, ranovating,
undertaking, warehausing and storage. The


