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:an]th] Pleasure—he seems to have shown in
eaall Matters as in great that a spirit of
" e ess_ness and indifference has settled
npon _hls administration, making it almost
uDOSSII)Ie fo1.' them to do anything under the
. 1, and do it right. Tor example, the hon.
Ader of the opposition called attention to

thgrfact that in the speech from the Throne
tari g was no }'efel'ellce to a revision of the
the ¢ & question that has certainly excited
i Dublic mind as much as any that can be

tre(lmght before the House, outside of the
1 111180011tmental railway scheme ; and the
exg ]t lon. leader of the government, in
I‘efp aimng why the subject had not been
stairred to in the speech from the Throne,
men‘f[(_i that it was not the proper place to
Dlac 101 such a subject, but that the proper
takee WOuld.be the budget debate. I have
on v;lh'fhe bains to refer to the few occasions
Dlins ich revisions of the tariff have taken
. eferring to ‘Hansard’ of 1879,

€ Conservative party was returned
I' and introduced the national poliey,
04 that the speech from the Throne con-

taineq this sentence :

theBy the application of the strictest economy to
of tﬁ’“blic expenditure, and by the readjustment
enuee tariff with the view of increasing the rev-
encoy and, at the same time, of developing and

Taging the various industries of Canada,

Yo
ubl;.lr;i‘l"blttru-st, be enabled to restore the equi-

€tween revenue and expenditure.
Hg‘l?si next time the matter came before the
tl‘&tion Was in 1894, when the adminis-
change of that day decided to make some
a8 the S, perhaps not altogether wisely, but,
Cuttiny said themselves, for the purpose of
SPeec f Off the mouldering branches. In the

from the Throne on that occasion
I fing this sentence : o

an early 4
You B y date

At
fore a measure will be laid be-
3 ::;Itlg for its object a revision of the
chan, oms with a view to meet the

8BS which time has effected .in business

ODer,
ion, atlons of a1 kinds throughout the Domin-

And in 1897

rnby e Wwhen the ministry presided
g

€ right hon. gentleman himself,
e sopbe into power, were bound io
Ome  attempt to change the tariff,

\s@ntenclél:the Speech from the Throne this

1

Il?eaf’;‘ﬁ‘e Will be submitted to you for the re-

e nee tariff, which it is believed will pro-
U regarq to SSATY revenue, and, while having
& 0 industria] interests, will make our

ystem mop,
:'he Deople, © satisfactory to the masses

0
the tzgliat Iv;ve find on every occasion on which
matt a8 been dealt ‘with to any extent,
eel,i‘lllli}s €en announced in the speech
ions, With rone. But if on ordinary occas-
and an ordinary government, it is
1 poli Proper that such a matter as a
Sbeect, g0y Should be announced in the

necessarf;v‘oin ]ithe Throne, how much more

S it under a government such as

this, when 1o man in Canada can say whe-
ther it is a free trade or protectionist gov-
ernment. If the government were committed
either to free trade or brotection, the manu-
facturers and business men generally
would know the principles upon which a
revision of the tariff would pe made ; the
details, of course, must remain unknown
until the matter comes before the House.
Dut the government have transgressed a
plain and reasonable rule in not even men-
tioning tlie matter in the speech from the
Throne.

The right hon. the premier referred also
to the Conservative party of the province of
Quebec as being without a leader, and drew
a very harrowing picture of an old hulk
drifting out to sea without a captain and
commanded by a junta from the shore. I am
not going to admit that the right hon. gen-
tleman’s description is correct, for I might
remind him that the Conservative party has
a leader, not only for Quebec but for the
whole Dominion of Canada, my hon. friend
and leader from Halifax. But admitting
for the sake of argument that what he said
was true, what must he think of the reputa-
tion and standing of his government in the
province of Quebeec, when, without a leader
of the Conservative party to oppose them,
their legions were shattered as they were in
the elections a few days ago ? If against a
non-commanded foe the veteran leaders of
the government could not do any better than
they did the other day, when they merely
saved themselves from an utter rout in con-
stituency after constituency, what will they
do in the general elections when the people
of Quebec, as the people of every other pro-
vince, will rally around the leader of the
Conservative party ? I leave it to hon. gen-
tlemen themselves to say.

Then, the right hon. gentleman spoke of
Providence having inspired the government

in. 1897 when they introduced the tariff which

has since Dbeen in force. I am sure the right
hon. gentleman did not speak seriously when
he made the reference to Providence. The
right hon. gentleman is aware that Pro-
vidence knows all things, and therefore
knows the platform laid down by the Liberal
party in their convention in the city of
Ottawa. In the light of that platform it
seems to me almost a blasphemy to say that
Providence suggested to the government that
they should violate every promise they made
to the people of this country. If they were
inspired, (he inspiration must have come
from the opposite quarter.

I find some other omissions from the bill
of fare brought down to the House, Whl_ch
was spoken of yesterday as a meagre bill.
The hon. mover of the address intimated
that he should be very glad if the govern-
ment took up the question of the admis-
sion of Newfoundland into the confedera-
tion. I have no intention at this stage of the
session of speaking at any length on thig
subyect ; but it seems to me, viewing the

i



