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Solid toxic materials are generally hot dttngorouu cu 

possible agents of warfare, booauoo they are not roadily 
absorbed" through the slcin, and are not sufficiently volatile 
to form,inhaldble vapour clouds, or '"sufficiently heat rasiuta.hu 
to bo disseminated as torda smoko from pyrotochnio dovicca- 
However, development of niunitions for producing largo cloudu 
of inhalable aerosol of solid materials would allov/ theoo
substances' tetf'become available as weapons. Solid matoriclo 
would have to be■ considerably- more, toxic than persistent 
nerve gases to offer any .military kdvnntage. Examples of ouch 

^aupertoxio solid materials are found among ncturally-ocoux-ii-g 
toxins ; examples are snake: voncn, ricin, staphylococcus
onterotoxin, botulinus ;.toxin'»r. ". •,• ' ;. ... r|
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The approximate lethal levels of toxic materials, 
Including agents of,chemical warfare, are indicated irt Table I*

In considering possible' criteria.fqr materials to bu 
defined by treaty' as potential" weapons, it would appear to bu 
impractical to use only the injected IiD^qS as such a criterion
because:-

(a) Injected LD^s only very approximnxely 
reflect the toxicity of materials by 
inhalation or percutaneous absorption.

(b) A 'limiting LD^q high enough to include . 
phosgene end hydrogen cyanide (o.g._ 
about 1 mg/Kg would-also include a 
large number of toxic solids which 
need not be considered da - likely- weapons.


