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certain international trends, especially the active cycles of UnitedNations conferences (on women, population, environrnent, trade,
social development, human rights).4 In fact, Canada sought
international recognition for its leadership in involving Canadian NGOsin its conference preparatory work and even on officiai delegations.UN reform debate now recognizes the importance of the global NGQmovement and its policy rotes.5 lndicatively, NGOs addressed the UNSecurity Council for the first Urne in flfty years in February 1997.

The public "space"' for pollcy work has expanded:

a) Political support has grown. Early ventures in public-
govemment policy engagement met the seemingly
implacable resistance of public officiais and Ministers. Butby the mid-1 980s, there has been active political support
for public participation in international policy as higher
pniority is placed on public participation, consensusbuilding as well as the search for "outsider» ideas. Political
support is a refiection of the response to the public's
clesire for greater involvernent in the public policy process.

rotes. "As


