
stability; in addition, lie is necded to complote some of the instituional arrangements for the
elections). Some political campaigning by the opposition lias occurred without difficulty: for
example, Samn Rainsy, leader of the Khmer Nation Party, held a peaceful rally and party
convention in December.

If the ceasefire hc>lds along the Thai border where the RCAF and Ranariddh/Khmer
Rouge forces have been fighig especialiy around O'Smach, this would allow the return of
50,000 -60,000 Camboin in camps just inside Thailand. Ranariddh bas asked for an ad hoc
bipartite cmison to mo>nitor the truce with international observers present.

Even with thc leaders' return and a ceasefire, tie atmosphere for elections would remain
difficuit, however. The opposition bas been weakened by CPP dominance since July:
FUNCINPEC ia crumbling. The goemn' reluctance to prosecute those responuible for the
Icillings i iuly adMardi 1997 and continued reports of politlcal killings sirice thncontribute
to a ciaeof ipnt. This could weaken tiie chances of a free and fair election; it certainly
weakens the rùkeof law, already sbaky. Many doubt that there can be free cempaigning -

especially outside the capital wliere the international community is concentrated - and cite the
removal of FUNCINPEC sg as an example oftlie kind of intimidation that gocu on. Moreover,
since July, officiais close to or part of CI>? bave apparently taken over froin officials close to or
part of FUNCINPEC imy parts of tecountry and at many levels. I general, the distinction

was


