
2.1. Introductory Evidence

O verview of issues assoclated wlth war-affected cblidren:Keynote Address by Chetan Kumar~ NGO Liaison
Officer representing Olara Ottunu, Special Representative Of
the Secretary-Generalfor Children andArmed Confiict.
Mr. Kumar began by extending the greetings of Olara
Ottunu, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict to the Tribunal and referring to
the recent Conference on Children 's Rights in the New
Millennium, organised by the Bureau in Montreal in
November 1999, which had been attended by Mr. Chetan
Kumar as the representative for Mr. Ottunu. Based on this
experience, the Special Representative not only sent his good
wishes but also wished to convey bis excitement about the
innovative approach taken by the Bureau, which hie expects
to contribute to strengthening existing normns and
instruments. The Svecial Representative also wished to

would help the process of implementation. Mr. Kumar cited
the example of the way traditional courts in Rwanda have
been supported by indigenous healing processes, with
respect to both the administration ofjustice and the
rehabilitation of combatants and victim

The challenges identified by the Office of the
Special Representative are threefold:

1 . The need to know the underlying reasons why parties to
conflicts, who routinely violate the rights of children, act
in this way, together with means for preventing such
violations, perhaps by raising awareness of children's
rights;

2i Identification of competent bodies to report on and
monitor violations as well as compliance options that
might work; for example, inducements (a place at the
bargaining table) or sanctions. In the latter case, it is also
necessary to monitor the effects of sanctions, especially
on children. The preferred option would be to sanction
points of origin (resource base) flot the point of impact
(cbldren);

3. Meeting the challenge of mitigating the impacts of
conflicts on children. This would include:


