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1986-87 As this issue was going to press, 

the Government of Canada pub
lished its long-awaited ‘White 
Paper’ on defence policy. The main 
points of the document are out
lined in the “Defence Notes” 
column on page 16. The Fall issue 
of Peace&Security will present 
more detailed analysis of both the 
policy itself and the reaction to it.

Our cover article this issue 
comes from an expert in the area 
of arms and development, Chris 
Smith, a researcher at the Institute 
of Development Studies, Univer
sity of Sussex. Smith shows that 
while the volume of arms pur
chases has declined or is stagnant, 
there will be renewed demand for 
a new generation of weapons sys
tems by the turn of the century. He 
maintains that this next round of 
arms purchases is beyond the abil
ity of Third World economies to 
sustain, and alternative solutions 
must be found to poor countries’ 
very real security problems.

Other articles include a reflec
tive look by the director of Univer
sity of Toronto’s Centre for Russian 
and East European Studies, 
Timothy Colton, at the impact 
Mikhail Gorbachev has had on 
how the West views the USSR.
And Michael Tucker, a CIIPS 
Research Fellow and professor of 
Political Science at Mount Allison 
University, examines how repre
sentatives of thirty-five countries 
managed last Fall in Stockholm to 
agree on measures that could re
duce the chances of a European 
war by misadventure.

Three articles in this issue 
touch on the dilemmas presented 
by the purchase and manufacture 
of military equipment by countries 
that are hard put to provide the 
basics of life for their people.

Mary Lou Finlay’s essay on 
El Salvador resulted from a recent 
visit to prepare a documentary film 
series for the Canadian Broadcast
ing Corporation. She describes 
the grim state of El Salvador’s 
economy after eight years of civil 
war and notes that the only growth 
industry around is the military.

In a wide-ranging interview 
originally recorded for the TV 
Ontario programme Realities, the 
British historian Sir Michael 
Howard takes a self-described 
‘heretical’ position on the idea that 
Third World conflicts like that be
tween Iran and Iraq are sustained 
by the international arms trade. 
“The Third World are grown-up 
people; they have real problems, 
they have real conflicts. And to 
regard them as simply the puppets 
of arms manfacturers is... insult
ing to them.”
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Richards, December 1986.
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Points of View
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Values, Interests, 
Perceptions, by Geoffrey 
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Peace&Security is published 
quarterly to let Canadians 
know what the Institute is 
doing and to provide a forum 
for the full range of Canadian 
viewpoints on these issues. 
Opinions expressed in each 
article are the sole respon
sibility of the author and do 
not necessarily represent 
those of the Institute and its 
Board of Directors. Your 
letters are welcome.

Text material from this 
quarterly may be reproduced, 
although we ask that the 
Institute be cited as the source. 
Illustrations, cartoons, 
graphics and other accom
panying artwork are copyright 
and may not be reproduced 
without written consent of the 
Institute and the artist.

PEACE&SECURITYThe Canadian Institute for 
International Peace and 
Security was created by an act 
of the Parliament of Canada in 
1984 to increase knowledge 
and understanding of the issues 
relating to international peace 
and security from a Canadian 
perspective. The Institute 
does not advocate policy posi
tions, nor is it part of the 
government decision-making 
apparatus. The Institute is a 
Crown Corporation. Members 
of its Board of Directors were 
appointed by the Government 
of Canada after consultation 
with all recognized parties in 
the House of Commons. These 
provisions help to ensure the 
independence of the Institute.
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