EXCHANGE OF NOTES (MARCH 1 AND MARCH 31, 1948) BETWEEN
CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CONCERNING
THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE LAND LINE
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM BETWEEN EDMONTON, ALBERTA,
AND FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

I

The Canadian Ambassador to the United States of America
to the Secretary of State of the Uinted States

CaNApIAN EmBassy

No, 0 WasniNGgTON, March 1, 1948.

Stg;

Werellhhlee the honour to refer to Canadian-United States discussions which
he

OPerg; | in Ottavs{a from October 31 to ijember 2, 19486, concerping. the future
bety, 100 and maintenance of the war-built land line communication system

ten Edmonton, Alberta, and Fairbanks, Alaska.

* Appro, At these meetings it was recommended, subject to the consideration and
fropg 2l of the Permanent Joint Board on Defence, that a number of facilities
the 1 ‘dmonton to the Alaskan border should be assigned for execlusive use of

Mited States, the annual rental to be $271,000.

Nover, EubSequently at a meeting of the Permanent Joint Board on Defence on

ang 011111 €r 19-20, 1946, a report of these meetings was considered and approved,

availabf‘pl'll 1,1947, the Canadian Depax_'tmenb of Transport m?,de these faclht_les

Govepy, € to the United States authorities. At the present time the Canadian

YeSpoy Went’s Operating Agency, the Canadian National Telegraph, who are

for rSI.ble for the operation and maintenance of the system on Canadian soil, are

Ofﬁcer g monthly accounts for the rental of these facilities to the Commanding

My éAIaSka Communications System, in Seattle, but payments have not been

S formal authority for the lease has not yet been arranged.

Megtjy, he Permanent, Joint Board on Defence therefore recommended at the

8 of September 11-12, 1947:

“Communication Circuits of the Alaska Highway

o} The Board noted that the United States forces have definite need of the
aut%e and teletype circuits along the Alaska Highway and that the Canadian
Orities have made the circuits available. The Board approves this
4gement, and recommends that the contract covering it be signed by the
Petent, _ganadian authorities as soon as possible, in order that accounts
€ paid.”

A goy rnn order that the lease of these facilities may therefore be arranged on
| IInDlem mental basis, my Government, wishes to recommend that this lease be

; 4 88 outlined in Annex I of this note.
El'enti aShOUId therefore be glad if you would inform me whether your Govern-
t'e eoh‘sia%reeable to these arrangements. Your favourable reply to this note will
he facilit'red a8 constituting an inter-governmental agreement with respect to

18 outlined in Annex I of this note.

C Si . . .
Ce_pt’ Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

H. H. WRONG
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