
ANGE 0F NOTES (MARCU 1 ANI) MARCU 31, 1948> BETWEEN
CANADA AND TUE UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA CONCE1INING
TUIE OPERATION AND ýMAINTENANCE 0F THE LAND LINE
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM BETWEEN EDMONTON, ALBERTA,
AND FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

The Canadian Amîbassador to the United States of Ameica
to the Secretary of State of the Uinted States

CANADIAN EMBASSY

WASHINGTON-, March 1, 1948.

have the honour to refer to Canadiani-United States discussions, which
e1d in Ottawa from October 31 to November 2, 1946, eoncerning the future
1011 and maintenance of the war-bui1t land line communication system
n1 Edmonton, Alberta, and Fa'irbanks, A!aska.
At these meetings it was recommended, subject to the consideration and
al Of the Permanent Joint Board on Defence, that a number of facilities

,ioflton to the Alaskan border should be assigned for exclusive use of
'tedSttes, the aunual rental to)be $271,000.

uusq tly at a meeting of the Permanent Joint Board on D~efec on
9M#20, 1946, a repor't oif these meetings was considered and approved,,

AMi , 1947, the Caxnadian Department off Transport ade these faciities)l to the United States authorities. At the present time the Oanadian
1rIet's Operating Agency, the Canadian National Telegrapli, who are

ýil o the Qjpration and masintenance of the system n. Canaian soil, are
P'px4rnnthy accounts for the rental off these facilities t t1we Comnmanding

Alsk Comunications System, in Seattle, but payments h ave not been
L'fOrra au4Jiqrity for the eas lias inot yet been arranged.

The Permanent Joint Board on Defenee therefora recqrnmended at~ the
9 f SePtembr 11,-12, 1947:

"Co'EImmunication Circuits of the Ala8ka Hi*ghway

Badnote4. tha t>ie United States forces have definite need off the
le n etpe circut al ng the Alaska IIigway and ftha~t the Caxnadian
thrtehv made the circuilts available. The B3oard approves this

ýar1ernent and recommends that the contract covering it be signed by the
ýaeet Canaijian authorities as saovx as possible, in order that aceounts

.111O'de ht th lease of these façilities may therefore bie arragdo
rurienal baismy ovrnment wishes Wo recomimend that thxislaeblert,ý asOutin'd i Anex ofths note.

aýgelllëto hee aragemen~ts, Your favourable reply totisntewl
ilitn


