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ida's fi rst newspaper

first newspaper ta be published in
inow Canada appeared ini Halifax

4arch 23, 1752. It was called the
ýlx Gazette, and was sponsored by
Govemor, Edward Cornwalis, who
ed new settiers to be made aware of
liment actions and decisions.
:)va Scotia had becomne British by the
:Y of Utrecht in 1713, but no serious
t had been made to settie it until
,when Colonel Comwallis was sent

Ivith 2,500 settiers to found Halifax
Port and garrison city. The following
aniother 1,500 settiers, mostly from
'ver, whîch at that tinie was part of
Iritish king's domains, arrived. They
led the town of Lunenburg and

Settlements along the coast, and
therefore, more or less remote from,

ax. Governor Cornwallis feit a reli-
Publication which could be dispatch-

ed regularly to the settiers ta keep them
informed of government proclamations,
new laws and other public events was
needed. He appointed a Halifax business-
man John Busheil, as King's Printer. A
press was imported from England, and
the Halifax Gazette was produced, just
three years after the founding of Halifax.

Independent policy,
The publication appeared weekly, and
while it continued to publish officiai pro-
nouncements, it also developed an inde-
pendent policy and did flot hesitate ta
criticize when its editors thought that the
authorities were failing ta do their duty
or were acting unwisely.

The press, which served the early years
of the Halifax Gazette, is conunemorated
by a bronze plaque ini the Province House
mnuseumn as "the first printing Press in
British North America".

The Halifax Gazette preceded the next
newspaper in British North Ainerica by

41 years. The first Governor of Upper
Canada, John Graves Simcoe, made every
effort to have a newspaper published in
the colony. He finally got a press and a
printer and the Upper Canada Gazette
appeared in Niagara-on-the-Lake on April
18, 1793. However, it did not achieve the
success of the Halifax Gazette, and ap-
peared only sporadically.

Halifax was the site of the world's
first Press Association. The vast Amnerican
news-gathering organization, Associated
Press, set up its first foreign headquarters
in Halifax in 1849. That was before the
days of the under-sea telegraph cables,
and the fastest news from Europe reached
North Anierica by the new Cunard stears-
ships. As *soon as a ship reached Halifax,
the bundies of newspapers and dispatches
from London were rushed by fast couriers
to New York so that AP could feed the
news to its American client newsPapers.

(Front Canadian Scene by Marcus Van
Steen, February 6, 1981.)

t'ýlQ'I "air roof" makes stadiums
"-ether

ý2eToronto men have corne up with a
ýe'nfor an "air" roof that could keep

ram or snow at the flick of a switch.
The three, architect Peter Goering and

fi YI1anics experts Dr. A.A. Haasz and
-~ Etkin have spent 11 years develop-

the air roof and have formed a con-
c%"lAir Roof Canada, to market the

'there are no air roofs in opera-
N1, the concept has been proven ini
er of instances. The consortium
ertaken fuil-scale air curtain tests
lito City Hall, utilizing waste ex-
r from the underground garage.
iddition ta providing resiÀlts for
sons with the laboratory experi-
and computer simulations, the
ion also demonstrated that poten-
lications of air curtains may arise
le of central ventilating and air
'ling systems," Mr. Goering says.

ain
ýchanisrn, which would produce
')of, over a stadium for example,
b. made up of 76 centrifugal
ejecting a high speed air strearn
Priniary jet ports and mixing it

ý0nidary air entrained through an
Ilot. The primary and secondary
S ta produce a fial peripheral jet

curtain which then forms a single colunn
of protective air over the centre of the
field.

This theory led ini 1968 to a request
by the Regie Des Installations Olympique
ta outline a study for developing an air
curtain structure for Montreal's Olympic
Stadium.

Dr. Haasz of the. University of Toronto
Institute for Aerospace Studies came up
with design criteria which were felt ta
make the subject feasible and well worth
invesfigatlflg.

While this preliniinary worlc indicated
an air roof rnay b. feasible, further
studies will be needed so that the systemn
can fmnally be mnafleted. The consortium

with the help of the Ontario govemment
is currently looking for interested parties
to put up research and development
funding.

The consortium lias met with the
British sporting press and leading tennis
organizations in London.

"They were most enthusiastic about
the possibilities of the air roof as a solu-
tion to the cancellations of so many
events, especially tennis, because of raim;'

At the fllck-of-a-switCh, an open air stadium can be
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