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The capturing, driving, killing, and skinning of the
fur seals is done entirely by the people of the islands,
who alone are, by the lease to the commercial oom'pu‘)g;
permitted to participate in the labor and share in
reward. The number of seals taken annually is
limited to one hundred thousand young males not
under one year of age, and po lc‘ prevents the
killing of any males at or over six. hen the seals |
are ready for killing, fifteen or twenty men go to the
breeding ground armed with long heavy clubs of hard
wood. They drive out to one side fifty or a hundred
seals from the body of the drove, surround them,
‘causing the seals to huddle up in & writhing struggling
heap, and strike them lifeless by well directed blows
upon the head. The skins are then taken off, and
cured by lying in salt for a week or two. The hide in
a natural condition differs much in appearance from
the dressed skin, for in the process of ion for
ladies’ and gentlemen’s ase the over hair is plucked
out, and the fine, close, soft, elastic fur is dyed to a
rich brown, being originally a light brownish-yellow
or ocher.

The arbitration to settle the dispute between
Jand and the United States over seal fisheries in
Behring ses is being conducted very ably a Sir
Cbarles Russell for Britsin, and by
and Coudert for the United States. The exclusive
control of Behring ses by the United States and any
treaty rights to the seal icbonu secared by the puar-
chase of 1867, are found to be altogether untenable.
On the other hand it would & als
become United State p y by
that their habit for eight months of the
United States property, that they make
into the neighbouring seas to obtain food
the intention of returning and that they can
identified. For example, though bees wander
their hives in search of food, they do not cease to
come the property of the owner of the hive.

At all events it is perfectly clear that if these
are not to become extinct the nations must
refain from killing them elsewhere than
Pribilov islands which belong exclusively
United States.
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. A Lesson on Oxygen.

A great deal has been written of late years in regard
to teaching elemeuntary science in the common
schools, but comparatively few schools have as yet
given sciencea regular period of the daily programme. |
In the Model School department of the California,
Pa.,  Normal School, twenty lessons in the various
lines of elementary science are given to each grade
every month. :

"The following description, written by & ten-year-old
boy, tells what was done in & recent lesson. The
children helped in the experiment, there not being
enough material for all to do it: -

« We filled four bottles with water and put them in a
trough. Then we put an _alcohol lamp under & glass flask
with potash and black oxide init. And there was a tube
fastened to the flask. We took one of the bottles snd turn-




