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Civic Lighting for Montreal
The unsatisfactory relations between the City of

Montreal and the Montreal Light, Ileat and Power Co.
(formerly the Royal Blectric Co.) have led to a very
strained position. Whien the Company faced competition
some years ago, il seemed t0 yield and hauled down
the price from $120 per are larnp to $65.00 - but a
clause was slipped into the contract perrnitting the Comn-
pany to change the style of lamp, and the arc lainps
were qnickly replaced by enclosed alternating are lamps
and the streets became gloomy and badly lighted, as
everyone, stranger and citizen who travelled, noticed.
The termination of the contraot brings up the question
of improvement, and an agitation has been started in
favour of a civic lighting plant.

The operating costs of the destructor, including in-
terest, sinking fund, depreciation and repairs, are $24,-
2î6 per year, frein which $13,324 is deducted for the
present inciner-ator, whichi would be replaced. This
would give the cost for 330 h. p. for 24 heurs at $33.

Simiilar operating costs of the electrie plant would be
1$10,867, so that the total operating costs of the com-
bined plants would be $57,819, assuming that the vaine
of the extra L. p. is $30 per year; this ineans that the
733 are lamps would cost the City $57.18 each.

The resuit of a plebiscite taken last month shows that
the ratepayers are in favour of spending two million
dollars on a civic eleetrie plant.

The Cernent Merger's Defence
Tha Cernent Merger is not being allowed to drop ont

si of sight, but the circuflar letter, sent out by the Union
)r of Caniadian Municipalities, is being taken up, and gen-
jt- erally warmly endorsed by miunicipalities ail over the
'as oinon
ile Mayor Oliver, Toronto, promised that not only will
or Toronto back np the action of the Union with moral
,er support, but also with peduniary assistance, if necessary.
ili Meantime, it remains to be seen how f ar the Merger

~-with still increase the prices, and that is practicaly
s!dormant while the winter lasts. The Combine in En-

to gland is on the spot, and is prepared to enter this field,
rs, if pricès are forced np flere.

The Merg(er has
sued a series of a
L whichi short sei

ýaders, showing i
hipb jn4img nhv

been idle on its side, but lias
Âisements in the leading papers,

show mue re:
ffectively sin
e Pioer. S(

vol. VI, NO. I.


