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NCE there was a very quiet girl who wasn't
0 very pretty Sounds like a fairy story-

I~ it is, a reall-y true one. Even her parents
didn't think her pretty and she was so

t ie that it neyer occurred to them that

"wad some day be very briliant.a
child," she says, "particularly when it came to talking.
This was principaly because 1 ddn't care to talk trîvi-
alities, and when I did think of some thing I considered
worth saying, 1 felt that I would be misunderstood s-o
I said nothing-therefore, 1 got the reputaion of being
a dull child."

A* an ardîiet Elia
F. rguaon atandaf
in a 4pins. by h*r.
so..

It ia rather surprisng then that this sort af child
ehould beconie acorue gil. L~t she did when she was
fourteen, although he seemingly had not the slightest
Mes, of making the stage and screen ber lue worlc. Her
mother Iiad planned ta have ber go college, and then
marry and setule clown ta home Mie. These plans were
ch anged wheii one day a girl frîend asked ber to go toas
theatrical manager's office where she was to apply for a
p lace ini the chorus of a new musical production. She
bad no intention of applying berseli, and went rather as
a larkl She plodded up the dusty stairs ta the most un-
picturesque office and after the manager had finished
talking ta bW girl friend he turned ta ber,andept

tefact that uhe was sil inl short dresses, with berh air
floating clown ber back, he asked ber," Don't you want
togxo on the stage, tool,'

He put the ides Into lier head, and without scn
tbaught, she chirped " YES."

"AIl right," was the answer.
A few days later she received a rebearsail notice and

she began danicing and singing like mnad, trying ta comi-
pete witb 50 other girls who also were rcbearsing for the
chorus ai "The Bll of New York."

It Was not until the night before tbe show opened
that the news lealced out, and then Elsie's mamnma was
tarai with conflicting emaotians. She was grieved at her
littie daughter's duplicity. yet delighted with ber pluck.
So into "The Belle of New York' chorus went Elsie,
and s not only played in New York, but weut on
tour.

Miss Fergusn lus since confessed that it miade ber
quite unhappy ta be in the " merry merry " for she was

in -"The Song of Son».."

not what the other girls called "a good fellow," andashe
was prtty much alane.

Iknow I1'vas not a goa<d chorus girl," said Miss Fer-
gusan, laughingly, "or at keast, 1 'vas a Food chorus

efr1took myseif and lufe ver>' seriously.'
"It 'vas a great moment of my i>'be when I 'vas. given

I~ ~ ~~~~o ý5royS*p"-Atgch and beautifai me8ntatj 0 ,j.M.»» Fegason mode1-er t appearance on th.e..
and had persiuaded them to present him, she agreed to theintroduction. This is what happeneri. Tbe minute hie mether helost interest. She never saw or heard of him from thatday. 1 have profitted by her experience. I arntoc>clever tOlet any unknown admirer get close enoug toe ee the real ElsieFer eonIy safe way ta fan sucli aneinfatuation,ana ep aflma ifterested, 18te confine his impressionisteo the intereen and the stage."As an artist, Miss Ferguson stands in a classby herseif, and
inodeer ta bucess ortublÎacclaim can turn her head Orindue lir te : t he has no more ta learn andnothing ta unlearn. She is always the exemplification ofnaturainess, and yet she declares there is no such thing asactual naturaîness on the stage or screeoeBln
natural.-that's ale;oe emdoI hope 1 make that clear. If a woman quarrels witlthier husband or sweetheart in bher drawing ~, there is ascene in one degres, of course-. obblyhe raises her voicea key or twa, and she maya a ýut the room, or she rnaYgra nt herseif a few gestures, but that scene would be abso-ItelY lest onthe screen; she must at least double, or in factat trim rple her Intensît, and maybe go se far as tequdrpl t. In acCompîsllng this for the sulent drania,we do not add intensity te ou r voice, but >ust teOour expres-sions and determine Just what emphasîs to give certainouest s0 as te increase the enlphatic point when needed."

do vIa this naturalneu there must also corne varietY,
a change of tempio and expressios htYuaudience will nlot becomne tired Or your work become mono-

tonos. hae nverderived any false opinions from n'Ygood fortune, n aydo ntudrtn hti a eia longp hard' pull for me te tundtesnd t havb eenIknow It, and I ahafl neyer f agttit esuesh actI bae.Iarn successful to-day, does flot rmean the fact that IMorrowWonhaverather a hard 4im i li et Uof
ave.Soretines1 tinkthat it is a:ver>' hc.rrible

began getting drarnatic parts, as 1
realized my inadequacies, 1 lis-
tened and studied. Instead of re-
mnaining in my dressing roomn
gosiping and reading novels, 1
stayed ia the wings, watched the
others, listened ta the directors,
and wisen I wanted ta know about
things, 1 asked questions. Un-
consciously 1Iclarned the tricks of
speaking and gesture; I hitcbed
my ambitions ta a star, and
worked diligently to make myself a
real succeas."

0NE of Miss Ferguson's chiefO characteristics is ber sense of-
bumor. She bas been showered
with admiration from unknown
persans. mi eg

"There was a time wben an
unknowni admirer, a man who 1
wanted ta xmeet me, appealed to
my love af admiration; that
was ini the early days wben I did flot know what the life
of an actress was, but 1 bave learned that the safeat way
to keep the public, is flot ta let thern become disilusoed
by seeing me out af character."

"I1 remember quite well a ver>' close friend who had anunknowa admirer who wrote ber the most impartunlate
love letters day after day for seasons. He Was 'nd <>
meet ber; it kept up such a long tîrne, and ho 'vas sapersistent and faitbful in bis admiration, that when as
foundbhe ad met some people who were friencls of hers,


