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rnauy nations should ho se zoalouely striving to gain
strongholdsi. The Russians eepecialiy aré putting
,p substantial, buildings on commanding sites, and
it is whispered about that the Czar hopes te add te
hie list of titles that of "lPope of Jerusalem." The

the Hebrew, Syriao, Chaldée, Samaritan, and
Latin nations twenty-two. The Greek Alphabet
centaine twenty-four letters, the French twenty-
five, and the German and Dutch, like our own,
twenty-six. The Spanieh and Slavon ie each beast
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GARDIEN 0F OETESEMANE.

?rench have already a pewerful hcld. The Germans
iave planted colnnies in various parte, and by some
re said te be the moet strongby establiebed. Tur-
:ey is a failing empire and it is aincerely te bo
ioped that Palestine may soen come iute the hande
,f a Christian nation.
What may Le thé immediate reult of this effort

't possession, on the part cf so many nations, ne
nan cen say. Ia my opinion it will depend iargeby
on the outcome cf the preanut European troublées,
rhich it would seem muet sooner or later Le settled
q war.
0f late yeare the Jewe have been returning te

lerusalem. lu very large numbers, until they now
ompose more than haif cf the population. Thue is
ropheoy being fulfiliéd, and lt would seem that the
ime la not far distant when, s foretold, they will
gain people the land and obtain possession. The
apital cf wéalthy Jews ie being invested to thie
ad.
There are many other thinge I would like te,

Frite on thie deeply interesting subjeot, but, lest I
Peary you, I muet close. Retnrning from Jerusa-
Dm by the same route we went, we saled back to
>ort Said, thence te take ehip for London.

Long and Short Alphabets.
Tjin number cf botters In the alphabet varies
rgely in différent tengues, as you wifl se by
anoing through thé follewing liat.
Thé wild little boys and girls cf thé Sandwich
lande have ouly twélve oharacters te bother their
,by braine over, while the Burmese cosse noxt
1h just ninoteen. The Italiane fellow very close
ùt twenty, the Bengalese with twenty-one, and

cf twenty-soven, Arabie twenty-eight, Persian and
Coptio thirty-two, Georgisn thirty-five, Armenian
thirty-elght. Rusuian forty-oné, Muscovite forty-
three, Japanen efifty, Sauscrit ene hundred, Ethi-
opic and Tartariau twc huudred and two, while
the Chinese dinpbay the astounding numnber cf twe
huudred and fourteen eiementary signe or keye,
from which they formn combinations, that being the
actual count cf aîphabetical charactere up te eighty
thousand. Just tblnk: how thos poor littie pig-
tailed heade muet ache before. the Ilprimer"~ je
finished !

Thé Cherokee Indiana alec have an alphabet cf
their own, conBisting cf eighty-six lettérs, snd the
invention cf this la considered eue cf the most re-
markable évents in thé histery cf our aborigines.

JECRISALEI( PROM OLIVET.

It was ln the early part cf thé présent century that
thé curioslty cf certain sachems cf thàt tribe was
aroused by selng a white man reod a paper im-
portant te their welfare. No decelved them, and
lu Bolemu conclave îhey hebd a discumsion as to

whether the mysterioue power of "«thé talking
leaf " was a gift of the Great Spirit to the "lpale.
face," or was a discovery the white man had made
for himef. To the latter belief evidently lnolined
Seo*Quah-Yah, a ha)! breed, who has since beén
calIéd the Il American Cadmusj," forheitwas who,
being confined to his wigwam by lamenese, set hie
wits to work, and, after monthe of labor-during
which ho waB aeeised by hie daughter-produced
the eighty.six rude characters which represent the
guttural utterances of the Cherokees. To a clans
of chosen young "lbraves " ho imparted his won-
derful invention, while ail bis countrymen-proud
of his talent-held him in blghest reverence, as
one favored by the Great Spirit. The United
States Governmnent also encouraged hlm by hav.
ing a font of type caut for hie alphabet, and a
newnpaper was established at New Echola, printéd
partly in Cherokée and partiy ln English. To hie
white friends this benefactor of hie race was
known s "«George Ouen. "

The manner of teaching duli children the mystia
littie charactere which seem. se insignificant anid
yet mean se. muoh bas often been very curious.
Thue, we read that fleroden devised an original
plan to, overcome the stupldlty of bis son, Atticus.
le eelacted twenty-four littié slaves of the boyse
own age to Le educated with hlm, and upen them
hestowed the names of the Greek lattera. Young
Atticus was thon compelled to leara the alphabet
-by rote, at least--ae he romped with hie com.-
panions, now calling for Alpha, now wretling
with Psi, and now runniug a race with swift-footéd
Omega. Oue cf the earlier French princes, noted
for his indolence, aise acquired hie firet smattering

of knowledge i muoh the same manner; haviag
twenty-five servante te attend upon hiin, each of
whom. had a letter palnted upon the front of hie
attire, and who answered only te the name of hie
respective character.

In the Russian alphabet there is no H, and the
lack of thie botter once gave rise to an amueing mis-
take. Rohi, the travelér, wau visiting the great
church of St. Alexander Nevskoi at St. Petersburg,
(whlch was named for the canonized Grand Duke
Alexander, whose romains are there interred in a
sibver coffin), when bis guide astonished him by
pointing to a corner aud saying: IlThere lies a
cannibal." On nearer inspection, however, it was
found that the tomb was th at cf the illustrions

Genérai Hannibal, but, ae the
Russiane have no B, they had
changed the letter ite K, and
hence the remarkable, and not
very flatterlng, mienomer.

Tag mont splendid tomb ia
c ~- -.- EnglaDd je undoubtedly that

o f the Dnke of Hamilton, in
,~the grounds cf the Hamilton

Palace. It cost $900,000. It
le a model of the caetie of San
Angelo at Rome. The gates
are a copy of the Ghiberti gates
at Florence, and the coffin of
the Duke le enclosed in au
Egyptian sarcophagu of black
marble, which was brought
from Aloxandria.

TIIE strongeet wood ln the United States, ac-
cording te Prof. Sargent, le that of the nutmeg
hickory of the Arkansas reglon ; and the weakest
in the West Indien birch. The meut elastié le the
tamarack.


