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summner is a season of unmnixed gayetv to rte ladies, aîîd of
iiingled work and play to the mien-folks. Sirice the lakefront
becamie popular the expenses of " seasoning " thiere have goneup, and this bias forced those wvhu are flot ale to spend mnuchiii holidaying to look elsewhere. Tbey, hiowever, find nodiffhcuIty in getting equally delightful places to retreat towithin easy reach of Montreal by rail and steamner. On theOpposite side of the St. Lawrence, beginning with Lapriirie,there is a succession of Iittle towvns running down as faras Sorrel whichi are largely patronized ;wbile there aremany as equally interesting villages along the Ottawa riveras far up as Caxillon. Othier MNontrealers prefer to sendtheir families to the country ; and thousands leave the citv tospeîîd the sumnier on the farmrs iii the easterîî townships-

thre imost picturesque district in Canada, 1 believe.
Ad(] to tiiese the fairtilies who go farther afield -toEurope, to Aiiterican watering places, to the Maritime Pro-viflces-an(i somne itica can be liad of the loss which Montrealsustainswheîî the theritomieterbegirtî to get up past theseven-tics. Literary, musical, artistic, and social Motîcal is dead forfour înonths - the leaders in these fields are ahl away, re-clîargingy their exhausted nerve batteries for another seu'son.L'ut commiercial Montreal goes steadily on ; it knlows norest and nio stoppage. Day after day in blazing July, as inarctic .Janury, tie greut fctories, foundaries, refineries,1warehouses, and the tlrousand-aîd-one establishymnrts whiclîgro to miake X.vontreal's greatniess, grind out wealth. For theworkers iii thiese there is nio visit t seaside, lake, and farm.iey lix e iii smnalt bouses, in narrow streets, in low-lyingparts of the city where the sun hieats even the cobbte-stones

until they bumn the feet, and they toil fron cari) morru untillate at night. Yet, even for- theni there are opportunities
for outings. Tbe iMontr--ah Sunday bias always, to visitorsfront your good City of Toronto, appeared shockingly freeand easy; yet, xithout desiring to assert a principle applic-able elsewhere, it is unquestionable that the running of carsand bouts bas beeni an incalculable boon to the city's poor.1 have seen, oit a Sundiy evening, a- thousand famnilies, mianvof theni front the poorest parts of the city, picnicing oniFletcher's Field and the upland stretcbes beljrd that reachiup to MHou t Rtoyal Park ; and tire sighit was an unaiiswer-
able argument for the righiteousness of our' sy.stem. Mon-treal is an exceptionatty solid city ; ami in its poorer partshouses are jamnnmed togetirer so that flot a foot of space islost. With narrow streets and! laites, niot too dlean, for o>urscaveniging arrangements are a \veariniess to the flesit and arnollience to the- nostrils, the conditions of life iii tîtese dis-tricets is înoralhy brutalizing arid physical ly dleterioratîîl"

An afternoon amon g the trees and grass of the inountaîn oron the wooded terraces of St. I-eleni's Island to men andwomert and tieir liabies, intiersed in the 'veek days iii theenvironnrient of the slumns, is a beniefit beyond easy expression
it words.

In certain othter respects, wli are by rio amtans admnir-abîle, our Sunday differs larg ýely fromn that prevailirtg else-xvbere in Canada. Tite smualler newstunds, ice cretuin parlours,and fruit stands are open and do a rusbirng businîess -wltilevariety performances are give in a soute of the cheap tireatresand in pleasure parks. The most remarkable of tire latter tit Sohmer Park, wbiei bias an auditorium capable of îseating 1five or six thousand people. An excellenît brass band, under (the charge of Ernest Lavigne, the best band mnaster in the vcity, plays selections, maîîy of trent classical ; wlrile sînging tand gymnastics usually supply the rest of the entertainnient, i.which is given twicu', afternoon and evening. In anotîter tpart of the building is a mnenagerie, wbere tîtere is a verv Igood collection of animais. For a year or so tite sale of four oper' cent beer oit Sunday was permitted; but tite Législature dat its last session put a stop to tliis - as the nioniiroxiearing, tliquor belied its pretentions,' anîd drunken scenes became ticotnmoni. Soltînet Park lias enormous,, audiences oit Sunday, wafternoon and evening. -Montreal also liras a Sunday paper ci-the only one in Canada outside of Victoria and Vancouver bwlrere thre nîorning papers publisit editions on Sunday instead dof Monday. Altogerlier, oui' Sunday is largely continental asiii its nature ; and while it would be well if certain of its mnoffensive features could ire removed, this is not likely ever into be accomplished, tite Frenchi Canadians regarding tire day ceas one whieh it is proper to devote to amusement after thre omorning devotions. And the French Canadians iii municipal thiinatters are the city's rulers. '0
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Letters to the Editor.

Siîi,-It is evident froin tîte number of letters îîow aP-
pearihîg iii Tii WiEK and other joumnals, that the people of
Canada are, at last, ulive to the fuet titat the Present " efl-
bleuti " is not wltat it ouglit to be as a denotative badge 0On
the niational ensign ; andl, whîile thre miajority are no doubt
inclined toward almost any change from the - gorgeotus
spread " to soînething simpler and more appropriate, it[but natural that we shîould find different people favotîrig
diflerent devices. At first thought, we may fancy thiis ortitat idea, but, after mature conîsidération, wve see that there
are objections to what we conceive to be tue pro per thing tO
repres4ent our' country oit tire flag of the -Mother Lund, and
we change our views accordingly. (At one time I believed
that a Ileaver should be the emnblen ; but wlîen 1 studied tlie
inatter carefully 1 came to the conclusion that tite t'odeiit
with the big tait was scarcety fitted to be "o ur eflhlli
(leur " )And so 1 trust it will be witb those gentlemen Wr
advocate the "star " for a device. 1 amn awure that there 1
soînetlîing very charming in the design tire North 5tar,
suggestive of steadfastness, and were it not that we should
be consîdered to have foltowed the examrple of our neighbours
tire idea would appeal to us very strongly. But tIre thought
of copying the ';starry buiner " ntust be repugniant to ai,
patriotic Canadianrs ; for, remiembering the saying tîtat " ln"
tation is the sincerest flattery," our Anrerican cousins w0 uld
not be slov to boast that we were obliged to borrowv a Por-
tion of their tlag 1This is the chief reuson wvhy I dislike tire
star ; and 1 feel confident that the people of Canada will Pro-
test enpliatically against its adoption. Jr bas been cîainied
that an extra "point " could Le added whieever a newv Pro-
vince is takei into the Confederation ; as severat of these
are likely to come iii, iii tite future, oui' little radiuting el"
lIent woutd then have the appearance of a cog-wlieet, Or, pe'-baps, Le instakert for the Japunese clirysantlieitflLîi

Seriously speaking, 1 do not thuîîg the Britisb authtorities w~il'
permit of unotlteî change to be irade --after tis ; otllel*WisC,
tîtere xvould be no erîdnof trouble every few year8 s foi' [O
('vent of a change iin the Colonial ensigns, eve Ori,111r,
governor, iiiid commîuantder (ciief otlic'er) of amaifw'
rnîust Le notified. But wiy,ý O fellowv countrymIen, sh0 utd
we Le tooking about for un eobtein wlieî we htave ha~d (tie,
anîd a good one, to>, foi' s inany yeai's ? Is tirere a civilized
]and iii ail the wo,'ld titat does tiot associate the Mýapte Leaf
with Canada? Ioes itot our' best knowrt patrioti ', coigt
of that ', eirblem <leur? " A~re we to ho.se a qua.rter' of i
century's advertising-if 1 muy so speak of the poLeuli" tY
of the deai' old -Mapte Leaf ? Surely îlot. I b)liev\e that
the action of the Curtadiari Club, of Humiltoii,witl be enidors
ed by nearly ull Canadians titrougirout the wbole Doîiifliolî'

Wherî the question of a new co"'ntzance oit our standard
wvas first discussed by that orguitization, at a mieetinig i
n the l2tIt of Aprit, 1894, a resolutioi xvus passecl to tlie
eI'eet that a device of one or more Maple Leaves l)e substlV
tuted for thre present badge of urrîs oit the Catadian nationl'
ensigît; andl a coinittee was appointe(I to 'consider Wh't
ffould be tire nîost suitable device. At the hast mreetinga
bat comnîrittee, Jutie 1 Itir (hast week), it was îrîoved by tire
resîdent, secoîîded by the ex-president, that designNo

oý throse exhribited)-consistiîîg of a green MapleLef
'eined witlî dark green, oit a white disc- be the choice. Of
bis committee - and that the proper authorities be tneIilorial-
zed to inake use of the design as the Canadian emiblein on1
hie Dominion (British) flag. This motion was carried n"d

ilas chrairian, have forwarded a copy of it to the SecreterY
t State at Ottawa. It iray be mentioned titat tîte' " 'hite
ise " is îlot ait innovation ; they are used by »neai'lY tilt .o
lie Australiani cotonies. New Southr Wales lias for its dis-
inctive badge, a red cioss witli a line iii the centre, on,
'bite dise; Queensland shows a blue Maltese cross "ith
rown in centre, oit white disc; Western Austrahia bas etuck swan on a liglîr yellow dise, etc. Thtese are ail 1teat
evices ; and have an appropriaCe entiiane-n i 'I
tpeî'taining to Australia, or loyal in Britis.h-Empire er'
ent. floubtless, many designs will be offlered, good,' baâd,
diflerent ; but 1 trust that the emblem which finaîîY re'ives the approbationi of tire tioverriment and the setndtOO
the Imperial authorities, wilh be thtat wlîicli orna"iments
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