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THE CRITIC.

Therearestill people, itseems, who propagate
the theories of Henry George. Itis wonderful
to think that perhaps his nawe it is that has
to-day been bruited abroad in this continent
further than that of any other American,
Perhaps it is more wonderful to think that it
is rivalled by that of Mr. Edward Bellamy.
1t is wonderful, for example, that such a sen-
tence as the following—and it is a typical one
—should win admirers :—

“ What I, therefore, propose, as the simple
yot sovercign remedy, which will raise wages,
increase the carnings of eapital, extirpate
pauperism, abolish poverty, give renumerative
employment to whoever wishes it, afford free
seope to human powers, lessen crime, elevate
intelligence, purify
to yet

niorals and  taste  and
government, and carry civilization
nobler heights, is -~ to uppropriate rent by fuwa-
Hon,™*

Who really believes in the possibility of the
extirpation of pauperism -to take only onc and
that perhaps the most probable of  Mr.
George’s prophecies — leaving out of view for
the present the nostrum proposed ?

Poverty surely is u relative tevm it signi-
fies mercly a degree of wealth, just as the term
cold signifies a degree of heat. What is
pauperism to an American labourer in Cali-
fornia, isatuence toa Chinese labourer in Cali-
fornia.  When, therefore, Mr. George talks
of **extivpating pauperism,” where will he
draw the line? It is as if one were to say he
would abolish cold and not deternmine at what
degrec of temperature cold ended and heat
began. Mr. George’s answer to this will pro-
bably be that his system will bring about an
eiquable distribution of afiluence—a uniform
degree of heat as it were : that when the State
is the common land-owner everybody will be
able to procure the necessavies of a life of
comfort.  To this T answer in veturn:  What
assurance can you give us that this equable
distribution of affluence will be permanent !
What will prevent the thriftless from squan-
dering their gains and lapsing again into pau-
verism, and the parsimonious from hoarding
their gains and lapsing again into monopolists ?
Acts of Parliament will not rid us of spend-
thrifts and misers.  Again, the one plane upon
which this equable distribution of wealth will
momentarily place all men eannot be main-
tuined ; the shiftless and the weak and the
jynorant will sink below it. When all  are
struggling for wealth, and all are differently
endowed with powers of obtaining wealth,
what pnssihle power is there that will retain
all the strugglers upon the samelevel 7 We ean
therefore logically argue that pauperism can
not be eliminated, becavnse pauperism merely
means the condition of life of those in the lower
strata of society, and as in any system of poli-
tical economy the differences in the physical,
mental, and moral powers of men vary, and
therefore also their productive and acquisitive
powers, there will always exist these higher
and lower strata, and, therefore, pauperism.

The problem of the existence of poverty,
to me it seems, is part and parcel of that
tremendous problem of the ¢ origin of evil,”
as it is called—tho existence of pain, suffering,
sorrow. 1t is a species of the genus. How
and why pain came into this world 1 suppose
every single thinking man has at one time or

*Hesry Oronce, Progress and Poverty,
Bk. VIIL., ch. ii. The italics are Mr.
George’s.
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another in his life-time asked himself ; but
they are questions which no single man has ag
yet succceded in answerinz. To imagine that-
we can eradicate poverty by the alteration of
some one subordinate economnic law is as ridicu-
lous as to imagine that we can eradicate suf-
fering by the alteration of some one subordin
Poverty and pain exist

Wealth is uneqgually

physical, intellectual,

ate socivlogical law.

wherever men exist.
distributed wherever
and moral capabilities are unequally distri-
buted, and they are so distributed the wide
world over.  Under any and every system of
land tenure it will always exist so long as
nmen remain ignorant, feeble, and vicious. A
particular land-law or a particular tax cannot
conquer ignorance : cannot teach men how to
find employment, or to make the most profit-
able use of that employment when found—
men will not produce more because of that
law or tux.  Neither can such law or tax help
the fechle s it will not ventilate factories, or
drain cities, or improve kitchens, or heal the
sick, or strengthen the ailing.  Nor will such
law or tax preveut vice: it cannot insure us
against pick-pockets, or embezzlers, or hur-
glars,  And even if we could discover o law or
tax that could work all these three classes of
miracles, still it could not put an end to
droughts, and frosts, and fires, and tornadoes,
and earthquakes, and shipwrecks  And do
not everyone of these things conduce to the
creation, maintenance, or
poverty ! It is because man
appetites, desires—call them what we will—
which he cannot or will not control ; and it is

perpefition  of
has passions,

because nature is not always beneticent ; and
it is beeause man is ignorant of the laws of
this nature that poverty exists.  Were man
perfect he would produce to the utmost of his
powers anid use his products for the relief of
his Jess gifted follows.  But this would not
insure him against poverty, for the cataclysms
of nature might sweep awuy his wealth.  And
even 1f he could guard agninst these, lis
ignorance of the laws of nature prevent him
from warding off the germs of discasc.  Only
when all the clements of this tripartite truth
are reversed, shall we be able tu begin to talk
about “ extirpating pauperism ™ and ‘“ abolish-
ing poverty.”

——————— 8 e

THE HEROINE OF VERCHERES.

Two eenturies of hiscory would hard-
Iy reckon for much in the annals ol a
respectable middle aged European com-
munity, not to speak of the green old
age of our good mother Britannia, whose
sons crossed swords with the
Norman William, and flew their c¢loth-
yarid shafts at Cressy and DPojtiers. But
in the life of 0 yvouug nation (expeetant),
such as this Cauada of ours, the retro-
ypection of two hundred years s quite a
tormidable affair, and events in that per-
fod have marched so rapidly  on  this
continent, that we may look for many
and strange phases of life within com-
paratively brief spaces of time,

Just ahout that period so dear to the
henrts and memories ol 111011.\*&11;1: of our
1oyl tellow -subjects there were some
potable events transpiring in the mother
that teft their mark on the
A revolution

stalwart

country,
pages of nglish history.
was in progress, which was happily ac-
complished without muel hlood letting.
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