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criniinal cunning. But when the Chief of Police cornes forward and veri
tures flot only to lay the blame of failure upon a reigil of lawlessness ani
terrorism, under the shelter of which crime may become rampant, but evei
ta, fix the guilt of sucli a state of affairs upon -one of England's most promi
nent statesmen, hie lias laid bare a weakness of character which cannot fai
to draw upon him assauits far more effective than any which have hithert,
been made. It would, perhaps, be premature to criticize Sir CharleE
effusion too severely in advance of the receipt of the full text, but thi
sample given by cable certainly appears to be ill-advised in the extreme
It would flot be surprising if the baffled and excited Chief should find hiin
self unable te withstand the storm of indignation lie lias so rashly excited

THERE are some indications that Engliali patience with the PortuguesE
is becoming exhausted by the persistence with which the latter thro,%
obstacles in the way of tlie Engliali on Lake Nyassa, ini their struggnle with
the slave hunters. A recent letter in Tihe Timnes, dated " East Africa,
August 2Otb," describing how a gallant attempt made by a party of natives,
led by Englishmen, to carry an Arab stockade, had failed owing to the
want of proper armament, seems to have aroused considerable feeling.
Tlie Portuguese on the coast, it appeara, delay in every possible way the
passage of the arms and ammunition needed by the English, and absolutely
forbid the entrance of a field gun, without which it is impossible to cape
effectively witli the slave-catchera. The 8pecialor thinks that Ilsubmis-
uion to the tyranny of weakneaa may be carried too far," and that Ilit may
be necessary one day, if this kind of secret favour to slavîng goes on, to
occupy Goa as a material guarantee that it shall cease." It would be a
pity, in view of the suspicion that would naturally attach to any sucli
action, that the neceasity should arise, and it is to be hoped that the Portu-
guesie may yet be found amenable to a better kind of argument. At the
samne time the whole civilized world wilI sympathize with Engliali indig-
nation at finding every effort to check the barbarities of the slave traffic
in the interior of Africa liampered or defeated by the connivance of the
representativea of wliat dlaims to be a Cliristian nation.

PRomiER FLOQUETr's scheme for the revision of the Frenchi constitution
is cbviously a makeshift, and seems likely ta share the fate of such politi-
cal compromises by failing ta satisfy either party. The proposaI to make
the Ministry irremovable for a limited term of years, except by a formaI
declaration of want of confidence by the Chamber, seems ta amount ta a
confession that the English system of reaponsible Government, in its funll
developmnent, is unworkable in tlie Frenchi Republic. On the other liand
the proposed curtailment of tlie preragatives of tlie Senate, by lodging the
power to dissolve the Chamber of Deputies in the President alone, by
depriving it of tlie, right ta reject financial bills, and by limiting its power
over other meaures ta a suspensory veto for two years, largely increases
the power cf the Chambers, thus tending towards a complete democracy.
In this way it would, apparently, more tlian counteract any increase of
etability that might lie hoped to result fromn the change firat named. The
Boulangiste must be lacking in astuteness if they fail to make capital out
of an Act wliich, whule in itself an admission cf the need of revision, pro-
ceeda se, illogically, and with sucli apparent absence of governing principle.

THE LAMB3ETH CONFERENCE: DOCTRINE AND WOR-
SIIIP.

ITr may posaibly be a relief to aur readers to know that we are coming ta
the end of aur commenta upon tlie reaults cf the great episcopal gathering
at Lambeth. And yet we venture to tliink it would be very difficuît ta
find a series cf subjocta for consideration cf an importance equal ta tliose
which engaged tlie attention cf the assembled Anglican bi8hops.

With regard ta the oubject now before us, it may possibly sem Soule-
wliat out cf place in a journal devoted mainly to literature and politics.
But such a judgment would be rather superficial. It is flot merely that
these subjecta are regularly discussed in the daily papers wliich are cf a
mare fleeting and epliemeral character than a weekly journal; but further,it is utterly impossible, in an arbitrary manner, to separate religion from
literature and politica. 0f course the treatment cf sucli subjects in aur
columna is subject to different conditions front these wliich are recagnized
in the Theotogical Revisew or in tlie organs cf particular communions ; but
we are well assured tliat, se long as questions cf religion and Churcli are
disicussed in aur columna witli becoming liberality and ardinary good taste,
these discussions will be welcome to aur readers.

Now, it se liappena tliat the subject cf the Creed cf tlie Chiristian

L-Church is, at the present moment, cf special interest. The Preabyterian
I Churches have recontly been seriausly exercised an the question cf the
art-vision cf their Confession, and it seema quite likely tbat, before long,

same definite step may be taken te establiali a more simple Creed for that
1Communion than the minute and somewhat metaphysical Westminster

D, Confession. In thus writing we do nat for a moment deny or farget the
1) great ability, the massive theolagy, even sometimes the beauty cf language

c f that remarkable document. In England the recent action cf Mr. Spur-
geon lias led ta a reconsideration cf the terms cf communion in tlie Baptist
body, that distinguished gentleman having declared his inability ta con-
tinue a member cf the Baptist Union in consequence cf the presence cf
unorthodox persoa among its members.

The revisian cf the authoritative documents cf a Churcli is a very seri-
aus matter, but the refusal to revise is ne leas seriaus. And a change is
resisted hy twa tatally different classes and on different ground. The
Canservative members (cf any and every communion), are afraid cf what
they cansider the latitudinarian tendencies cf tlie day ; and the liberal
theologians are greatly afraid lest a revisian nf the formularies should lead
ta a tightening cf bonds which now hang somewhat baose around them.
We think that the latter have quite as good cause for apprehiension as the
former.

It muet be acknawledged that as Creeds, Confessions, and Articles
become antiquated, tbey lase their binding farce. The meaning cf words
and phrases gets modified; questions, burning wlien the Confessions were
composed, in time are reduced ta ashes. Who, in these days, could
believe in the hot battles, for example, cf the Gomariats and Remonstrants
in Holland 1 JIow many living men care two straws about the decision
cf the aupralapsarian and sublapsarian controversy 1 Mr. Spurgeon is one
cf the moat canvinced and pranaunced Calvinists surviving in the moat
Calvinistic cf communions, and yet lie does nat propose ta make the "lfive
points " articles "c f a standing or a falling Cliurch." Are there any Par-
ticular Baptists left ?i

The consequences cf those changes in regard ta the confessions cf a
Church are very evident. By degrees a certain number cf articles get ta
be shelved, or men are found ta contend that they de net bear tlie saine
meaning ta us as they bore ta thase who ccmpiled them. They were
directed, flot against present modes cf thouglit, but againat those whicl
have passed away. Tliere is a great deal cf truth in these contentions ;but they are a little dangerous. When Dr. Newman wrote Tract Number
Ninety ta prove that Anglicans miglit liald doctrines hardly distinguishable
from thase cf Rame, against which the articles '"ad been directed, it is
hardly wonderful that a hcwl should have arisen. Even naw we should
pratest and that was more than. farty years ago. Sa when a learned Scetch
Professor, Dr. Macpherson, teck upon him te show that the erdinary Cal-
vinistic interpretation cf the Confession cf Faith is errenecus, we might
ask if we liad been dreaming. But such is the fate, the necessary fate (if
sucli a phrase is net tautalagical> cf ail documents as they grcw eld. The
banda which were once tight and firm have fallen Illocse and ineffectual."
Moreover, they are not applicable ta the questions cf the day.

Many cf aur readers will remember the fameus case cf "lEssaya and
Reviews," and the trial cf two cf the writers for heresy, and the outcry,
on the part of a large number cf clergy and a censiderable number cf
laity, when the accused were fina]Iy acquitted. It was laudly declared
that there had been a miscarriage cf justice; yet mest persoa will now
confesu that the statements cf the Anglican formularies were cf sucli a
nature that they cculd net lie shown explicitly ta condemn the position of
Mr. Wilson and Mr. Williams. Another remark may be made which
wauld hardly have been anticipated at the time cf the j udgment, namely,
that the Anglican Communion and almost aIl the other Reformed Chris-
tian Communities have accepted the contents cf that judgment, allowing
cansiderable freedom cf opinion in regard ta the inspiration cf the Scrip-
tures and the doctrine cf future puniahment.

It is quite clear, then, that the Churches are getting inte some difficulty
with these venerable Confessions. On the one band, the maintainers cf
Canfessional erthodoxy declare that the progress cf the non-natural inter-
pretation cf these formularies bas advanced so far that they are ceasing ta
bind an yane. On the other band, the advocates of greater latitude in
dagma camplain that these antiquated statements ate a burden te those
wlie are hardly expected ta believe themý in their primary sense, and yet
are required te declare their adhesion te thlem;

And here a serieus difficulty cf another kind arises. If we are ta take
in band the revision cf aur Confessions, on what principle is the work ta
be accomplished 1 Shaîl we be satisfied witli a few broad facta and prin-
ciples, or shail we imitate the leaders cf the Refarmation, and substitute
elaberate statoments equally minute with those which we dislodge 1 Shall
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