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0f the nation was stirred to its deptlis by the desire of accomplisbing a revo-
lOtionl wýhich promised to ail classes the removal of an immense pile of
abuses and the inauguration of a better and cbeaper government. The
fariaer is by no means disposed, on abstract grounds of philanthropy, to
8hare the suffrage with lis labourer, especially since lis bitter war with
JoSeph Arch and the Agricultural Labourers' Union. If the Conservative
leaders were not so deplorably bad as they are, and the party in the flouse
Of Commons would bebave with some semblance of patriotîsm, instead of
OutvYinig the most reckless factiousness of the lowest demnagogue, victory,
aIid even ascendancy, for some years to corne, might be within their grasp.
tut no reflecting enemy of revolution can fail to sec that the straigbtest
"'lad to that which lie wishcs to shun would be through the government of
arrogant and insensate reactionists such as Lord Salisbury and Lord

arebyol Churchill. The friends of revolution see this very clearly, andae yno mneans unwilling to resign theinselves to a brief period of Týory
r4le as the means of killiing Moderate Liberalismn, which they justly
r'egard as their inost dangerous foe ; from the hands of the Tories they think,
8,d are right in thinking, that power would soon corne back into their
011. The Parnellites, with whom the Conservatives, truc to the traditions
Of Lord Beaconsfleld, are flot ashamed practically to conspire, have objects
Of their own in overturning the Government whicli lias donc, or tried to do,
80 Ilueh for Ireland. Toryism, if it gains the day, will requite tbemn with
a heavy. band, and in that portion of its policy, at ail events, it will have
the hearty concurrence of an insulted and imperillcd nation.

OP' the spirit in which the Tories will rule if they succeed in grasping
POWer, and of the~ probable effects of their temporary ascendancy on the
Prospects of a rational Conservatism for thie future, the Bradlaugh case is

Il Portentoîs sign. Sir James Stephen the other day, wble he rejected
tradlaUgh's appeal to his court on the ground that the flouse of Commons
'1a1s a tribunal whose decision, however unjust, was final, intimated plainly,
though in reserved and decorous language, lis opinion that the decision of
the flouse of Commons had been unjust. ihat Bradlaugh's sentiments,
both on social and religious questions, are more than extreie, and bis
'Xpress;on of tliem singularly offensive, is very truc; as it is that little
respect seemis to be frît for him outside of a smi-all and ultra-revolutionary

Vic0 These are proper matters for the consideration of lis constituents.
bý1 is constituents have decided; nobody questions tbe legality of lis

eýleetion; and having been lega...j elected, though lie were ten turnes an
atheiSt and a revolutionist, lie would have as good a title to, lis seat in
1)arialint as the Queen lias to lier throne. Hie lias neither donc nor said
&tiYtlling disloyal, nor giveni any reason for tbe suspicion that lic meaus to
1ý111ke aily bad use of bis political trust. If lie can be lawlessly excluded

4Party batred from bis place in the flouse of Commons, there is no lawful
'Ithority iii England. Tlie folly of persecutiug into factitious import-

%"ea mian who, if lie had been allowed bis rigbt, would, like mauy others
Of the saine stai'np before him, have subsided into comparative insignifi.
41ce is truiy astonisbiug, when we consider that those who are guilty of
iare~ men of the world; but the fe]ly is swallowed up in the injustice.

ýh peaker ouglit, on the first occasion when Mr. Bradlaugh presented
iIinself after having been duly elected, to have insisted on performing

41iterially the duty imposed on him by law; lie ouglit to have accepted
the Oatb, and left it to Sir Stafford Nortbcote afterwards to meve the
t]PUl8ion of Mr. Bradlaugh, if lie thought fit. The flouse is now in the
>01U8 and the most liumiliating imbroglio into wbich it lias got itself since
th e Middlesex election, the Stockdale and Hansard case not excepted. It

elvident that Bradlaugli will be continually re-clected, and that the
110u8e will bave, at last, to make its choice between a disgraceful sur-
>'erder and the barefaced exclusion of a particular man from lis civil riglits
01 the ground of political and social antipathy. Religion lias nothing

Sdwith the business ; she lias spoken by the lips of Mr. Gladstone
~ Ord Seborne, wbo have cleared lier of complicity in the iniquity

political bypocrisy is committing in ber namne.

SHlORT time ago a curious document went the rounds of the Europcan
It purported to, be a letter written by a Russian Nihilist, froin a

te pio.It was written, we were told, in blood, and it unfolded a
ý%1fu taleof cruelties and horrors. It described damp walls overgrown
>tth fungu, neglected sufferers wallowing in filtli and covered witb vermin,

%chsrotting away in diseases- se infectious that tbe doctor dared not
thij~ e patientb pulse, putrid food, foui pails, the yells of the mad, the

,kFof tbe scourged, a woman figliting desperately to save lier new-boru
from the rats. Iu Dante's In/erno there was notbing more hideous.

Qýd1a the London Times inserted this tlirilling narrative, and commented
DOQit in the accents of outraged liumanity. To some, more sceptical, or

warned by the catastrophe of previous revelations, it occurred that those
wlio made a practice of inurder would liardly scruple to lie ; and that if
they found it expedient to lie, tbis was just the sort of lie that tbey would
tell. An Englishmian resident at St. Petersburg bas now inspected the
dungeon, and this is bis report publislied in tlie P'ali h/al Gazette, a strong
Liberal journal

Not wishing to give you any second-hand information, 1 obtained permission
through the Minister of Justice to visit at once tho Troubetskoi bastion, the scene of
aIl these horrors. I was shown through the guardroom, and into a long, well-lighited,and perfectly o]ean corridor. The floor was of asphait, the walls of a light biue wagh
and quite freshi. To my riglit was the yard and garden containing the bath-house ; on
my left I saw the doors opening ioto the several celsa, soma of whichi, being empty,
I entered, moasured, and sketched. These ceis are, as nearly as 1 could judge by
stepping across them, about twenty.five feet long, filteen feet wide, and about twelve
faet bigh lu the middle, the walls being slightly arched. At the further end of the
roomn there is a window about seven feet by three feet, on which I could perceivc littie
dust aud no cobwebs, as asserted. The furniture consista of au iron bedstead, close to
which is a table of the same meta], and both fastened down. On one side of the door,
and therefore invisible f rom it, is an air closet, on the other a washing stand. An
electric bell communicates with the soldier on duty in case tbe prisoner is unwell or
nuisances flted removal. Formerly the bedsteads were of wood and movable, but as
the prisoners used them as ladders to reach the window, and thus communhcate with
the uates of the neighbouring ceI, fixed iron ones were substitutei. it appears also
tlîat it was reported to the authorities hy an informer, that iu case members of the secret
society were caught a system of communication by taps on the wall was invented, and
that the boards of the bedstead served as their means of communication. Tapping ou
the wall is therefore strictiy forbidden. Insubordination is punished, not by tbe knout,
but by imprisonment in a room. quite as clean and f urnished the saine as the rooms
above described, but the room can be completely darkened, aud a rug is suhstituted for
the straw mattresses. A f ew cases of madness have occurred, but thora bas in evory
case been a reason for it otber tban the prison discipline. It bias either been in tbe
famiiy or the poor victim was already a crazed fanatic before bis arrest. In cases of
sickness the invalids are removed to a bospital-when the brain is affected, to a speciai
asylum. The gaolers are soidiers picked ont for their good conduct; thoir wives
attend on the women when necessary. The story of the stripping and the outrages to
morahity are but pure inventions. I then asked to see tIse kitchen and prison lare.
The former was perfectiy dlean, and two cooks were preparing the dinner, wbich con-
sisted of two courses. The flrst was a very good Ilborsch, or soup prepared of beet-
root and meat, bail a pound of whicb was given to each man. They could have as
much soup as they iiked. The second course cousisted of a fairly sized piece of stewed
beef (J lb. is tbe regular size), potatoes and sait cucumber. 1 bave often caten a much
worse lunch than I made off these two dishes. A vessal in the kitchen attracting my
attention, I enquired its use, and on examiniog it more closciy 1 found itet be a
contrivance for keeping the prisoners' lare liot while carried tiîrough the corridors
In the centre of tlîis vessel thsre is a small stove, which, wbeu beated, keeps tbe
contents almosi ai boiiing point. I then visited the gardon, wbere 1 saw a prisoner
taking bis solitary walk, two neyer being taken out together. Solitary confinement is
donhtless a terrible punishment, but here it was the oniy eue as far as I couid judge.
Men wbo take meaus to keep a man's dinner bot are- not likely to treat hlm with
unnecessary and wanton cruelty.

Not long since, it will be remembered, an English missionary namied
Lausdell took advantage cf lus mission te explore the Siberiani torture-
bouses cf the Russian tyrant, and found tbem to ho really prisons on tho
geucral level cf Russian civilization, whule the penal quicksilver mines, on the
borrors cf whicli fancy liad se often feasted, could net ho feund at ail.
Yet it would bardly bave been wonderful, or have proved the Czar te ho
a fiend, if there lad proved te ho more trutb in these stories than thero is.
If any men are eut cf the pale cf humanity, they are who mako a system.
cf murder. Moreover, the lieurly fear cf assassination is provorbially of ail
things the most mnaddening; perhaps the only man whose nerve it ever
failed te, shako was Cromwell ; and thoro would be littie reason for astouish-
nient if a Czar wbose patb and bcd are beset by assassins, whose faithful
servants were falling round him by dynamite or the dagger, sbeuld iii bis
fury break ail bounds and launcli into tbe utmost oxcesses cf retaliatory
cruelty. That Czars, and net only Czars but communities threatened by
the Terrorist, are toc likoiy te be goaded jute defending tliemseives by
mens repuguant te liumanity, and may thus relapse and drag back
the world into moral barbarism, is a streng reasen fer steadfastiy
witbliolding sympatby from murder, wliatever grievances the murderer
may allege, or however lofty the aspirations which lie mn>' bo pretending
te fulfil. Sentimental anarchists have told us tbat we ouglit te wclconie
liberty even in the guise cf a serpent. Tho allusion probab>' was te the
serpent which represonts the struggling power of good in the opening cf
Shelley's "lRevoit cf Islam". But Sholiey's serpent is net a cobra da
capelle.

Whenever wo sec charges against Russia, it is te ho borne in mind
that Reutor's agency, the Vienna press, a great part of the Gernman and
ne small portion cf the Englisli press, are in the bauds cf Jews, and that
the Jews are bitterly hostile te the power wbicli is invoked as a protectress
b>' the Christian peasantry cf Eastern Europe, who are groaning under
Jewish extortien. A BYSTANDEIt.

Mas. SPUaQEON, the wife cf the far-famed London preacher, lias been
engaged in the past year in a rather novel but extremely laudable under-
taking, viz., the supplying, from a fund placed at lier disposai, cf books te
clergymen who are tee poor te add te their scant libraries. Tlie income cf
the fund fer eue year, ut is stated, is net far frem $9,000O; and ne fewer
than 11,351 volumes were distributed amcng 1, 155 needy ministers. flore
is an example any wealtliy Canadian mnigbt fellow with profit net cul>' te
the recipient cf the bocks, but te the congregations ministered no.


