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masses than with individuals.  We may, pe:-
haps, [eel a certain old-fashioned sense of shame
in the presence ol a little internal mob.

I say this in all seriousness, for it seems to
me that the only problem we have to deal with
in this difliculty in regard to public taste is the
problem of private taste and.the problem of the
elevation of individuality. Taste is the most
personal thing in the world. 1t is quite as per-
sonal as veligion. A public taste could be, of
course, the taste of a committee appointed by
some political or organized mass; but it would
simply be then the standardizing of the tastes
of its members.

We may go bevond that. We may develop
a taste among ourselves that may be harmoni-
ous.  And that is what we are doing. To in-
culcate the whole thing, it is an absolute neces-
sity that we should develop private taste—that
people should come into harmony with their sur-
roundings. The trouble is simply that we as a
nation have forgotten for a moment the neces-
sity of appreciacing individuality.

A man goes through the streets of New York,
his mind filled with wonderful schemes for help-
ing the masses. e gets on the tram, he gets off
the tram, and he doesn’t see the man who runs
that tram. He would do a great deal more good
if he recognized the personality of that tram-
conductor.

Really, rowdies are themselves the most
courtecous men i the world, if you only realize
that. L come here and | say to the lift boy,
‘“please,”” and the man takes his hat off to me
a year afterward. 1 say to the man, ““Iforty-
two, if you please,”’ and he says, ‘‘Certainly,
sir; thank you.”’

But this is, after all, only the appreciation
of individuality. What other difficulty is there?
These persons having been crushed by this
massing movement—they are individuals—
what are they doing? They are trying to escape
imdividuality, poor things, by being all alike!
We establish in this conntry the great prineiple
that all men are frec and equal; and then we
spend all the time tryving to be equal, and never -
try to be free.

Speaking for the masses, what is the freedom
of our intellectual life? Tt is the equality of
the headline in the newspapers. It does our
thinking for us; it does, usually, our reading
for us. And what is the freedom of our private
dress, of our habitations? We stand there un-
der that anwemic influence of commercial adver-
tising. We find that the wonderful Tethyosaurus
Department Store has ten thousand lingerie
gowns at ten dollars, and at once ten thousand
women wmust buy those ten thousand lingerie
gowns. We find that the men who ‘‘saw that
hump?’’ put it on the toe of the shoe; and there-
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