' COMPENSATIONS: OF: SORROW.x ;. 205 .. .

pentyrdqesxnot*always harden,: aﬂilctlon» does ot always:,.
‘soften, zthecheart.r The: isorrow .which God sends ds ine ;1
‘tendgd A0 make us: pure,. to: exalt, to atrengthen, to ens, ... .
noble;ys.; -But we. may, turn itto the gall of bitterness,: .
and, instead of :purifying; it may burn the heart,and har-- . .
den it .in..selfish grief. .. There is no. possxble dlsclplme
under; which 'we can be compelled into goodness. - Our..
-'worl;ﬁcagnot, be done ,for;,,us,,gnd ‘the ‘outward_ .eircum-
_stances .of life, whether ofjoy er sorrow, can minister.to.. ...,
the soul only according to our . willingness, under: the. -, -,
grace of God, to be instructed. We need, therefore, i_,n,;:._‘_
the time of prosperity, and bhefore:grief has en,tere:diin, .
to recognise. the love of God in'the blessings he bestows, . ...
in order. tq_l'}l}derstand it in their removal. . Thus would; .
our »enjdyment ‘be. doubly blest, and the severest:grief. . -
would find .its consolation. . . -
The . discipline is therefore of God’s appomtmg, but its - -
use, for- good or evil, is our own. To-day wedwellinthe = .
house, of feastmg ; to-morrow, in the house of mourning.
That ‘is not ‘for us, but for God, to determine.. But, un- -
der God, it is for us to say whether it shall be better ,fqu o
us, according to the Scripture, or not. -Sorrow is almost
-sure to come. - 'We cannot, and hereafter- we shall thank .
God that we cannot avoid it. . Receive it as the discipline
. of parental love, and it will, at the same time, enlarge the
' happmess of earth, and smooth the way to ‘heaven. The

blessmo‘ .upon those. who mourn is a real benedlctlon, and
- the alleviations of sorrow become a heavenly compen-
sation.
‘Why, then, art thou cast. down, O my soul and why
art thou dlsquleted witliin me? - Hope thonin God ; ‘for
I shall yet- praise’ Hun who is the health of my ‘counten- .
‘ance.and my God; - el rEnn o R




