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If we consider the question froin the
standpoint of the dailv activities of
life, we can, perhaps, group the sulject
natter of our article under four heads:
educational, political, coniercial and
social. Of these the highest and iost
important is, in our opinion, the edu-
cational; and that is true not only be-
cause of the vast field of enterprise
aiid influence which education itself
affords in British ('oluinia bîut b ecause
of the present stage and condition of
our educational progress.

Perhaps the first thing which coies
to the iind, no matter how cursory a
view of our educational conditions be
taken, is fle University of British
Colunilda. (an the importance of this
institution, rightly conducted, be over-
est imiatei ? Or van its iifluence for
good or evil Ie at all realized or fore-
seei, even by the closest student of our
local affairs? None will deny that iii
the opportunity given it for mîoulding
the thouglt and character of the citi-
zenship of what will ultimately bie one
of the greatest provinces in our Dom-
inion-of its reaching and touching
the thought and character of the Orient,
as well as of our neighbors i the
Pacifie States of the great republic to
the south of us, and the other portions
of the world by which geographically,
politically, or comimercially, we are
brouglit in contact, fortune lias laid at
its door

An Almost Unparalleled Opportunity
which carries witlh it, however, the
concomitant responsibility in the an-
swer whicli the vears will give to the
question-Ilow lias it perforied its
duty? Doubtless many will figure in its
history who will be endowed with the
higlest qualifications of ability, char-
acter and energy, but in the main the
responsilility for the answer will rest
upon, in a pceuliar nanner, the univer-
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sity people of British (olumiibia
average rank and attainniment.

Mucli there is deserving of (011101
dation in the preliminary work 0 fa

osed
undertaken in respect of the prOPoe
university, but it is greatly to b
gretted tliat ftle first Convocatioli
in connection with the Univers

schemne should have been so fully O'
1iiatpied in the discussion of (lefail

fers whici should never have receis
its atteition; while there was an C»
tire absence of discussion Of bl
educational questions and Prob im
whichî even niow confront us and uw the
should not in fairness )e left t tte
principal and his colleagues, n"0 "lat

r byearae
how excellent their calibre and l ea
ter iay be, aided by sucl helP a-t
be afforded by the liodies and .olîlit
tees such as the proposed unir
constitution allows.

truC
Be that as it nay, it remainlsl0 em

that on the university mei amIn thosC
of British Columbia, part icuarly
who are at present here, rests tihe

of seeing that no effort is spar
place this institution on a Irol)er
The Government inust be interv1
if the claims and demîands Of the Il
versity are not to )e overlooke

the crush of other governIllenta th a
The pubîlic mîust be inspired best
proper regard for the biest ani thbi
interests of this great work areffi
mîaterialistic influences of the P er
day in British Columibia mut b the
come. Will we prove worthyY

occasion? at-
it will not be sufficient to ersit

tentioi concentrateid on the to 1o

project, taken )y itself; if it i4rabl
for Britisli Columbia what is of
it mîust be the crowning glory door

sound educational systemn, an thel
of opportunity now oien the 
versity man or woman ini


