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If we consider the question from the
standpoint of the daily activities of
life, we can, perhaps, group the subjeet
matter of our article under four heads:
educational, political, ¢ommercial and
social.  Of these the highest and most
important is, in our opinion, the edu-
cational; and that is true not only be-
cause of the vast field of enterprise
and influence which education itself
affords in British Columbia but because
of the present stage and condition of
our educational progress.

Perhaps the first thing which comes
to the mind, no matter how cursory a
view of our educational conditions be
taken, is the University of British
Columbia. Can the importance of this
institution, rightly conducted, be over-
estimated?  Or can its influence for
good or evil be at all realized or fore-
seen, even by the closest student of our
local affairs? None will deny that in
the opportunity given it for moulding
the thought and character of the citi-
zenship of what will ultimately be one
of the greatest provinces in our Dom-
inion—of its reaching and touching
the thought and character of the Orient,
as well as of our neighbors in the
Pacific States of the great republic to
the south of us, and the other portions
of the world by which geographically,
politically, or commercially, we are
brought in contact, fortune has laid at
its door

An Almost Unparalleled Opportunity
which carries with it, however, the
concomitant responsibility in the an-
swer which the years will give to the
question—How has it performed its
duty? Doubtless many will fizure in its
history who will be endowed with the
highest qualifications of ability, char-
acter and energy, but in the main the
responsibility for the answer will rest
upon, in a pegculiar manner, the univer-
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gretted that the first Convocatio ity
in  connection with the uni“er?c .
scheme should have been so full?’ o; .
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principal and his colleagues, n0 mar,,c'
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Be that as it may, it remain® :.wu
that on the university men and wt 0s€
of British Columbia, particuary *
who are at present here, rests t ee to
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place this institution on a prOP"'r',ewed
The Government must be inter*’ upi’
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The public must be inspired jgbest
proper regard for the best and 4 the
interests of this great work anresel‘t
materialistic influences of the P over
day in British Columbia must e the
come. Will we prove worthy
occasion? e
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