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Calling your attention to our names as ment, evidently worked up in the interests of to prevent such legisiation from prejudiciallyWe have the honour to remain, Sir, the Iron Freight tonnage of England, would aflecting the tonnage of the Dominion f Canada.Your obedient servýants. be to the shipping of $his country, unani- And, as in duty bound, your Memorialists, &c.[Here follow the signatures.] mously adopted the following memorial, That the Government of Canada are fullyThe Minister, we understand, cordially which largely covers the ground, even at alive to the great importance of the Ton-promised for the important subject his most the present moment, and which there is nage interest of the Dominion, is evidencedcareful consideration; and we have been reason to believe, has been made the sub- by the fact that the Marine Department hasinformed that a memorial almost similar to ject of correspondence between the Cana- just issued, in the form of a " Supplement,"the above, is now being extensively signed dian and British Governments : a Blue Book, giving a complete list of theby the merchants, underwriters, ship-own- To His Excelleney Earl Dufferin, Governor- shipping of Canada, with other equally in-rs, and brokers, in Nova Scotia and New General of the Dominion of Canada, in teresting facts relating to this importantBrunswick. Coni.interest, 'vhich now reaches an aggregateThe Memorial of the Dominion Board of Trade: ontabout vhich ons an rgregnatThe Government of Canada have gI,200, tons, and represents a
much attention to the shipping interest of That the tonnage owned and registered in the capital of no less a sum than $48,000,000.the Dominion, as witness the Act recently Dominion of Canada, in proportion to her popu and it is a well-authenticated fact that alation, exceeds that of any other country in the relatively large Proportion of these vessels,passed entitled: "lAt Act relating to Ship world :fing, and for the registration, inspection, and That Canada now ranksfourth if not third, as which number in all over seven thousand, areregistration thereof." (36 Vic., chap. 128.) regards gross amount of tonnage, and that the constantly engaged in the transport of val-building of vessels as well in the vicinity of our bl y age n traThe scope of this measure is very great, great inland waters as in Quebec and the Mari- uabe cargoes to and from all parts of theand of itself would be a sufficient warranty time Provinces, is one of the prominent and commercial world-performing this service,to justify the Imperial Parliament to pro- most profitable of the industries of this country: in a manner, as satisfactory as if carried in
vide that, upon Canada undertakin That prior to the Confederation of the Pro- Iron Bottoms, which Plimsoll and bis.~~~~~ ~~~ t . Pu vmnces in 1867, our large sized vessels were, asrn otmwihPmsladhsinto practical operation such measures as a rule, built under contracts for parties in Eng- friends seek specially to favor.the circumstances of the case may reason- land and elsewhere, and that when they once It being abundantîy clear that the laws,
ably demand, that then the tonnage of Can- passed out of the builders' hands, our interest a unatn clearU he lawsada shall be exempt from any British legis- That the practice of building vessels for sale, in Great Britain and Ireland, place thelation, except so far as such measures shall has been almost wholly abandoned, and that tonnage of Canada in a most unfavorable
beapicablxept to fore tonnack measures shallnow ship-builders, being joined by Canadian abe a t capitaists, build their vessels, whether for in- position, as compared with tonnage owned

As an example of the character of the land, coastwise, or deep-sea voyages, and own in the neighboring Republic, which latterCanadian Act above referred to, we quote them and reap the advantage or loss in the is determinedîy competing with aur shipsthe following: business, as the case may be; our ships are now . . y compenwth or shipsfound on every sea in the commercial world- for freight in British waters-the practical28. Any person appointed either by the Min- carrying valuable East India and other cargoes, question would appear to be what remedialister or by any Court of Vice Admiralty to sur delivering the same in the best of order, and in policy should be set in motion.vey a ship under the provisions of the next a condition as satisfactoryas by first-class iron Would it not be well for the Governmentpreceding sections of this Act may in the execu- freight vessels: Wltion of his duty go on board such ship at all That the Bill introduced some time ago by to at once organize ICanadian Lloyds,reasonable times and inspect the same or any Mr. Plimsoll in reference to shipping-and more -which gnder 36 Vie., chap. 128, may bepart thereof, or any of the equipments, cargo or recently the appointment by Her Majesty'sarticles on board thereof, or the certificate of Government of a Royal Commission to enquire done by an Order-in-Council-under suchregistry thereof, not unnecessaril3 detaining or into and report upon the matter,-has caused well-digested laws, rules and regulations, asdelaying the ship in proceeding on her voyage; the marked attention of people of al maritime ay be deemed expsdient; and then takeand if such person considers it necessary to do countries to be given to questions concerning mso, he may require the ship to be so dealt with the character, condition and loading of ships; measures to secure recognition of the certi-as that he may be able to inspect every part of and the feeling in the United Kingdom is so ficates of the surveyors of .Canadianthe hull thereof; and whosoever hinders any wvide spread that Parliament will in all probabil. Lloyds". (whether rvsident in Canada orperson so appointed from going on board any ity legislate in the matter:
ship, or otherwise inpedes him in the execution That the people and Parliament of England, Great Britain) by the Boards of Trade Orof is duty under this Act, shal for every sucb however desirous of doing ample justice to her other legally authorized authority in Greatoffence incur a penalty not exceeding twenty loyal subjects in the Dominion, cannot be sup- Britain and Ireland. So that a vesseldollars. posed to know thoroughly how much one of the

29. Every person who, having authority as great Departments of Canadian industries may owned, registered, and classed in " Cana-owner or otherwise, to send a ship registered in be injured by attempting to legislate for us in dian Lloyds," holding a proper certificateCanada to sea, or on any voyage on any waters this matter: ' ing aorerifiae
within the limits of Canada from any port or That the people and Parliament of Canada o seaworthmess from the aforesaid men-place in Canada, sends her to sea or on any will join heartily with our mother country in tioned surveyors, shall not be subject tasucb voyage from any such port or place in an doing all that humanity demands for the preser- any more control than if said vessel wereunseaworthy state, so as to endanger the life of vation of life at sea, or that a judicious precau- owned, registered, and classed in the Unitedany persan belonging to her on board the same, tion requires ; as instanced when, at the lastshall be guilty of a misdemeanor, unless he session of Parliament, an Act waspassed limiting States of America or other forei tproves that he used all reasonable means to deck loads.to a reasonable quqntl r " gn onrymake and keep the ship seaworthy, and was another intituled " An Act relcting pu Of course our " National Board of Surveyignorant of such unseaworthiness, or that her andfor the Registratio-n, Inspection and Classii- and Classification " should be non-compul.going to sea or on such voyage in an unsea- cation thereof;" but they strongly object that so sory; and similar well-established "Boardsworthy state was, under the circumstances, rea- noble a purpose may, from want of a knowledge of Survey," as well ind a ssonable and unavoidable ; and for this purpose of the true position which our shipping nowhe may give evidence in the same manner as occupies, be made a plea for detrimental inter- where, should be recognized, provided theany other witness. A misdemeanor under this ference with our ships which contribute so same courtesy be extended ta ICanadiansection shall not be punishable on summary largely to our importance and wealth: Lloyds." It wuld also appear to be in theconviction. Your Memoralists therefore humbly pray,

that your Excellency in Council may, in view of general interests that a " Consulting Com-When the Pimsoll agitation wvas at its the fact that legîslation il be proposed in the mittee," composed of lcading shipownerszenith in England, the Dominion Board of Parliament of Great Britain, consequent upon and underwriters, be appointed by Govern-
the report of the Royal Commission recentlyTrade, then in session at Ottawa, realizing eld in London, adopt such measures as the ment, unfaid, for each Province, to whichhow detrimental the surcess of this move- Government, in its wisdom, may deem necessary should be referred any dispute between sur-


