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Ore Wwillingly recognize it than the Toronto footwear
Mufactyrers,

RAILWAY CHARTER POLICY.

Itig

a priaciple pretty clearly defined by the different
g°Vernm

ents of Canada that a duplication of franchises
r.COHStructing railway lines in practically the same
Pro tory is inadvisable. To grant the petition of the
Moters of the Toronto and Hudson Bay Railway Com-
*BY would be a violation of this policy. The James Bay
w:‘};vay (,;ompany has been incorpo.rated to build a rail-
Dar}[ r;)m l\orox}to to James Bgy which covers the oply
Pal]io the territory throx1gh4whu:h the pro.pose.d munici-
able € would pass where railway construction is practic-
€ are not conversant with the detailed plans of the
ay Railway Company and do not wish to be taken
OmadVOCating their cause. The incorporation of a
k isany to build‘ a 1"'1il\vay in Canada is but a pre-
ﬁana-ry Ste.p, which is wusually followed by securing
of 5 Clal assistance in foreign money markets. The grant
Second charter for the same purpose must necessarily
b :‘?g those who have secured the first, in their negotia-
thanm the money market. The question is a .bruader vne
nyq the competition be.tween two financial 1pterestsi it
chartves the'general policy of th‘e Goyernm?nt 1n granthg
are €ts for important undertakings in \v‘hlch the public
- “:'nterested. \ company should l)fe incorporated for
vihce:y construction only aftf>r the '(1overnment 1s con-
tes o t_hat the proposed route is practxcable and pronioters
O0Sible.  When once these questions have been
th::efj in the affirmative, only upon strong reasons should
ur Mierests be given a second charter for the same
POse.  The act of incorporation hmits the time within
°h the construction of a railway shall be commenced
te :Ompleted, and the pullic intercst is in this way pro-
ho) from any unreasonable delay on the part of the
*Ts of the charter.

dmes

MATTERS IN MONTREAL.,

\\trh:ia\vi“g escaped a tlood this spring—thanks to vlhc ugly
QSQri‘re along the revetment wall that _\'nu”\\"crc pleased to
ang ¢ when you were down as “* beastly.” in appearance,
~ At some of our citizens condemned as useless and rotten
ﬂ(.ee are Jooking with something like eagerness for the spring
Fhﬂn. It will be, there is some reason to think, a bigger fleet
‘ncre:ver‘ I mean that the calibre o the steamers will be
ha‘,e Sed.  And this brings one to remark that 1 am glad you
tog ad with you in Toronto, before your Board of Trade,
‘ni,{ 2 'n‘lan that” could explain what some of our narrow-
Ny ‘Dlugs " don't seem able to take in. that Montreal is
lhin P-to-date as a sea port. Harling is a clever fellow; some-
Teg, of an enthusiast, too. At least he is il of ideas and
trye of talk about what is needed here.  Even suppose it is
ing » 3 some folks say. that he is simply “talking for Harl-
Ifh\and the Dominion Line, I don't blame him for that.
l’en: €an make this harbor what it ought to be. others will
J“alo“ as well as Harling. I hope Toronto will shake off her
Y of Montreal and help us to get what we need.
Ong, hQ. old town continues to move, as an American humorist
thip Sid of his country, not so rapidly as some giddy young
l‘hg\vs Might desire, but perceptibly and horizontally. You
Y] ¢ peculiarities of Montreal; how we were laid out a
Yoy " a small scale, according to Old World notions. Nar-
HO“, "ets | How often have we had to undergo this reproach.
,F’en Often have people told us that we were three-fourths
% the » a0d the other fourth nowhere. But the other fourth
't er Ourth, and we should not be the Montreal of to-day it
bﬁck, € not for this broad-minded, up-to-date, Anglo-Saxon
One of the community.
"inner“" French friends of la Chambre de Commerce gave a
b‘c, th ' His Honor. the new Lieutenant-Governor of Que-
¢ other night. But you will have Jearned all about that

from the papers. Perhaps I ought to mention some of the

. improvements of the streets made or in progress. There have

been a number of good buildings and good blocks built in the
business quarter and more are coming. On St. James Street
this is especially noticeable. The London and Lancashire Life
Assurance Co., has bought the famous Barron Block, which
was burnt down a few months ago, you remember, and are
building a block of stores thereon of cut stone, six stories high
and basement, which when finished will be fireproof and have
all modern improvements. It is not yet an old story that the
Standard Life building, handsome as it was, has been enlarged
and improvements made in it. The Imperial Bank branch,
rceently established, occupies the basement and Mr. J. A,
Richards, the manager, has fitted up his offices both in front
and rear, in a very handsome manner. You may be prepared,
of course, to hear, also, that our manufacturers are not behind
the age in making their premises what they ought to be, or
more nearly so. One of the oldest shoe manufacturing firms
of the city, The Ames Holden Company, who have extended
thuir premises and manufacturing departinents in the city, are
doing a business at the present time of about $2.000.000 yearly.
They have branches in St. John, N.B., Toronto, Winnipeg,
Man.. Victoria and Vancouver, B.C. In fact. generally speak-
ing. the business of the city almost in every department is in a
very satisfactory condition, so far as I can gather about it in
my daily rounds.

That was a sad thing happened this day week when
Charles D. Hanson, insurance agent, was run over b, a s ree:
car and had to have a leg amputated. He is, however, reported
doing well. Apropos of this accident, The New York Herald
of Sunday last, has a full page of illustrations showing how
seme men save time by doing similar rash things, trying to
catch a moving car, etc.

I hear that Mr. C. H. Nelson, one of the Nelson Brothers,
fancy goods dealers, of this city and Toronto, has bought
Tasse, Wood & Co.’s cigar business here. and what is more,
that he intends to run it. We shall hope he may wake a
" Klondyke” out of it, but he may not.

I noticed your article on the removal of the Grand Trunk
Railway offices to Toronto, but hardly think you mean it
Don't imagine for a moment that the company hai¢ any
intention that way. Your arguments would equally apply
to the New York Central, but who would dream of their mov-
ing their general offices out of New York, although that city
is really only the beginning of their line? These concerns
want to stay in the most wealthy and populous centres, and
be among the big ocean shi:pers. G. O, M.

Montreal, 18th April, 1898.

OTTAWA.

Observations in the course of successive visits, year by year, make
it plain that the capital city of the Dominion is developing rapidly.
Extensive business blocks and numerous finc private residences have

'b:en erected or improved, writes a correspondent, in almost all parts

of the city since 1| was here last. This is especially noticeable on
Sparks street and Wellington street, the two principal business
thoroughfares of the city, and nearly all are built of cut stone, with
fine fronts, plate glass windows, and t steful ornamentations. In one
of these structures is the fine building of Messrs. Butterworth & Co.,
stove and foundry manufacturers, and gen ral dealers in plumbers’ and
other hardware goods, which are well displayed on each of the four
floors ot this large building. The Messrs. Butterworth are an old
established firm in Ottawa, having been in business since 1875.

On the corner of Sparks and Metcalf streets is the magnificent
block of the C Ross Co of which Mr. Charles Magill, head of the
Bank of Ottawa, is president. The general manager of this large
business is Mr. C. Ross, who has been in business in Ottawa for a -
number of years. The building has six floors and the frontage is
striking. The interior arrangements, also, are all that could be
desired, and a great business is done in this dry goods palace.

On the corner of Sparks and Bank streets is the newly-erected
building of the Sun Life Insurance Co. The exterior is beautifully
ornamented and all modern improvements have been introduced
within. Messrs. Mortimer & Co., the stationers, have also been rebuild-
ing and extending their premises, covering some g9 feet frontage. The
Massey-Harris Co. have erected new offices and showrooms on the
corner of Parks and Kent streets: Mr. W. J. Best, the manager in
Ottawa, has the production of this well-known firm displayed on each
floor of the new building,



