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GOSSIP 0OF THE MILITIA.
-An Interesting Review of o Ur Army Medical

Department.

Annua Meeting of the Dufferin Rifles Rifle Association- Events at the
Montreal Infantry. School1-Guards' Non-coms. at. Mess.

Miscellaneous Items.

ARIFLE Association has been formed in the Island of Cape Breton. The Dis-
Atrict Staff is giving it evemy encoumrgement. The following compose the

council: Major Hill, 941h; Major McLeoâ, S. F. B.; Capt. Cmow, S.F. B.; Lieut.
Gillis, 941h, and John E. Buchill, Esq.

The non-coms. of No. i Co. of the Guards.had a grand spread lit Spencer's
restaurant on Satumday evening last, the occasion being tbe regular monîhly mess

-dinner. col.- Sergî. H. N. Chesley presided, and the memibers weme present in futîl
force. Col.-Sergt. Ed. Taylor of No. S., formerly a ii.c.o. of No>. i, and Lance-
Corpi. Groul, who bas just bail bis first sttipe contfcrred upon hinu, were initiated mbt

*the membemsbip. Several guests weme present, including the oficers of the coîîîpany,
Major Todd andC Lieuts. Thompson and WVinîer, andi several civilians, fornierly
members.

04Montreal.

W X ITH the approach of spring comes the awakening of the different city corps
~Vwhich have been bybernating more or less for the last few mionîhs. Notices of

meetings or drills make an almost daily appearance in the papers, ani towards the
usual hour of 8 p.m. the smiart uniforms of mnen înaking their way i0 their respective
armouries are hailed as the infallible signs of spring. The rifle associations are also,
holding their annual meetings to make arrangements fôr the camipaign of i888. At
the Vies' armoury the second competition for Lieut. -Coi. H-enshawv's goid medai wvas
shot on Satumday Iast ani was won by Pte. Geo. Cooke, with 66 points - shots eacb
i 2oo, 5oo and 6oo yards. -unv

Winnipeg.ON the i5th inst., Mlajor Coutîc, comnîanding Winnipeg Field Battery, gave a
very. instructive andl interesting lecture on Arlillery in the Recreation Roon of

Mounted Iiifantry School, placed ait his disposai for the occasion.- Lieut. -Colonel
Taylor took the chair anti introduceil the lectumer. The lecture, alîhough to a large
exient a technical one, was so rlear as to be easily understood hy ail branches or (lie
service. Il was altended hy ail the Officers andti any of the men of the Moun ted
Infantry, as %cil as hy the nîc-mbers of the Winnipeg Field Baller>'.

A VIcîous IIRONCIIO.

One of the horses of the Mounted Infantmy, when in the blacksmith's shop last
week, came vemy near miaking an end of Farrier-Sergeant Smith. Il appears the horse
had got caugbt in the halter rope an-1 the farrier wenî up to himi and cul the rope.
No*sooner bail he dlQne this than the horse "mnaIe for him," standing on bis bînti legs
andl sîriking at him viciously witb bis fore feet (after the usual custom of bronchos).
He got the farrier in a corner anti bit lîim twice on the head, once very severely, Lcar-
ing the scalp, andl when the farrier bield up, bis bandti 1 proîect bis head the horse
struck bis hanil, îeaming il badly, anti then struck hinn iuadly on the ami. Luckily tile
fur cap protecteti bis heati or he would have been killed. The horse drove evcryone
out, and the door being shut on bini, hie then wenî round the sbop striking the sides
violiently with bis fore feet, trying lu brmeak oui. [c was sonte tinie I>efore hie could l'e

qutd. The horse, Ihough high-spirited, was considered to lie faîriy quicl-but
Wes!tern people say you can neyer trust a lîmoncho.

The Mounteti Infantry bave had nîounted parade anti ride out for exercise for two
boums every day tbis winiem (except during tbree or four blizzards). They have no fur
coats like the Mounteil Police, but have warnî fuir heimet-shaped caps, fur coilars anti
Fgauntiets, and thoungh the thermometer bas been offecn front 20 t0 30 beiow zero, Very
few have been frosi. bitten oui riding-none indeed as bad as two of the sentries in
bamracks, one of whom bas lost one of bis fingers.

Brantford.T HE tenth annuai meeting of the Dnifferin Rifles' Rifle Association was beld t
TBrantford on Thursday 151h inst., there heing present Major Rotbwell, Major T'.

H. Jones, Capt. H. J. INcG lashan, Capt. Il. Leonamîl, Capt. W. 1). Jones, Camt. J.
S. Hamilton, Capi. W. A. Wilkes, Lieut. A. E. Christie, Lieut. E. Park, Liemnt. NI.
J. Ince, Lieut. W. G. Kilmaster, Lieut. J. W. Ilowamth, Sergt. jas. Tbomlpson, l'te.
A. McKay, Mm. D. S. Henderson anti others.

The secretary, Lieut. M. J. Ince, presenteil an exceedingiy intcresîing report,
r.viewing in detail the operations of the year. Incluflelin ibis is a p-Iarrap exp)ress
ifig the regret feit by the council that a largc number of the nieniîbers of the reginieni
do flot avail themselves of the advantages Of weekly targel lîractice, nom turn oit in such
large numbers i the annuai rifle mnatches as is desirabl.N eiinte on it
is considered thomoughly efficient unniesstisnonaa good sbooiing regi-
ment, and efficiency witb the rifle can oniy lie attained l>y constant prac-
lice. To meet objections of a gondi nîatîy the prize meeting is hclti one day in-
steatl of two as fommerly, andtihIe regimiental match for severai years bas heen su
arran eil that onl half a day need bc Inuken up by those who cannot spare a whole tiay
froni busines.o To give more encouragement. to the men of the egiment the oficers
have refused 10 accept prizes in this match. The council bopes that representalive
teatus will this yeam lbe sent ho the Ontario Rifle Association matches anti the Donnin-
ion Rifle Association matches, anti with that endlin view steacty practice wili le uncler-
taken duuing the spring anti summer monîhs.

The tmeasurem's report showed a balance on hand of $38, an increase of $Io
durh>1g the year. Votes of tbanks weme then passec 10 Major Rotbwell, treastirer, and
Lieut. Ince, secretary, for their services.

It was deciclei to commence the regular tamgeî lin. ctice on the 2n<i of Jmnne and
continue il until the annunl mîatches, tlie liractice days t,, l'e each alternîste %Wednlies4lay
and Saturday.

\Vednesday, the i91h Scpteniber, was the day suggested for the annual miatches.
The Association wili this year affiite with thé Ontarlo Rifle Association andi also

with the Dominion Rifle Association, and hopes to senti representatives to thematches
of both.

b Toronto.

M EMO for Driving Band: You say. in your last letter that Canada boasîs of six
40-pr. B. L. R. and ten 7-in. B. L.R. guns. 1 cannot make out how you arrive

i this. The Stores' Return gives us four 40-prs. and ten 7-mn., then, in addition, two
40-pr. have been ordered. That I presumne makes your total of six 40-prs.; but the
report of the artillery commandant at Quebec says that tbree 7-inch and one 40.pr.
were rendereil useless hy fire, so thal we t-ca//y have in Canada to-day three 40-prS.
andi seven 7-mn. B. L. R. guns. The samne officer further says that there are in the
Citadel at Quebec only a fewi rifled guns, none of wuhich could Pierce an iropie/ad ai
50 yards range. [f some enemy wouid hoinbard Quebec for a few minutes, the
authorities might change their mincis and buy modern guns.

OUR ARMIY M1EDICAL. IEPARTMENT.

Lord Wolseley tells uis in bis handbook that officers shouild inipress upon their
men that the wouinded of a victorious army are always taktn came of whiist those of the
beaten side rare hadly. WVhether this would be truc of the Canadian nidifia, victorious
or flot, is doubtfui.

.In the Report, 1878, we finil in NO. 2 district (hat "the mcdicine chest furnisheil
was incomiplete in aliost evemy tiarticular, although 1 went îhrough about baif a dozen
other miedicine chesîs in the stores to miake up deliciencies. Furthber, I wouid suggest
that the chests lie condemncd as useless, the most of the niedicines being olil and inac-
tive. The pis bail been in stock since the chests were firsî issued. [n urgent and
even dangerous cases I had no imimediate mens aI comnmand to treat actively."

During 1885 a principal medical officer wvas n allowcd for the annual camp, anil
there wvas only one medicine-chest in camp. What were the contents of file last chest
like, l'or instance in î886?

In 1886 our attention is drawn le flie very inadequa1e suipily of medicines and
appliances. The smiall quantity of astringents and opiates were exhausted kefore the
enil of the first week. There wvere no bandages, nzo sp/mnis, thc adhesîve î'lasler was
worthless andl unfit for use on accounit of its age. The miedical officer in charge con-
sitlered the wani of these articles a very grave matter, as in thc ev'ent of seveme acci-
dlents, the consequences inight lie terrible.

At Niagara camp, 1887, there wure two cases of l>roken lîmhits, and we are
informe(l that grcat inconvenience ivas cauised by flie absence of instrruments, sp/miis,
etc. 1 wonder how the sergeant wvith tile broken leg appreciated tbis inconvenience
and Ille persistent <lisregard of ail reports on ibis point l>y the doctors.

'In 1887 al. thc Aldershot camp the medicine chcst was not at ail satisfactory and
was devoid of scî-eral important requisites. Surgical instruments anld appliances wcrc
conspicuously absent. On several occasions men fainteil in the ranks, b>ut there was
no ambulance service 10 remiove themi to hospitals, not even a stretcher. Let me tell
this miedical officer, should hie see this, thai there are strelchers in store at Ottawva and
that he should bailger the life out of thent there tintil hie gels what hie requires.

At the Kingston camp the miedicine chest was handeil over nearly emipty, b>ut
perhaps on flic whole that was hletter than issuing useless olci niuck, as the "niedicine
man " cani then order those things -which are certain 10 he required

It is liard work getting ai the true state of affairs as regards medicine, instruments,
conmforts, ambulances, etc., as so few reports arc publishe<l on this subject. 1 <lare sny
there are districts in which not even a medicine chest cxists.

A SAV'1NG OF ANMMUNITION.

I miust compliment tile country on file great saving of inoney eltcctetl during the
past ycar. At the London camp, "lowing to the (lefective stite of the biais, file
troops did not performi the usual target practice." During 1885, the it Regimient of
Cavalry and three companies of the 301h were unable to have ant opportunity of larget
practice while in camp. lu1 1886 these corps cul iiol drill, amit the year during wvhich
they dlii lerforin their drill they %vcre uniablc tu tire ; andi filte present year lhey wvili
riot, it is assumled, lie calleti out, su that we (mnd the it Reginient or Cavairy stands
thus as regards pracuice;

i882-One troop ount. Practice flot comipleted. (?)
1883-lFour1 troops oit. ''No ammnunition issued. (?)
1884--1iti flot drill.
.i885--Four troops out. l)id nul lire.
î886-Dil flot drill.
1887-Four troops out. Dii flot fire.
1888-Prohahly wiil flot dirill and flot lire.

So that ini seven years this regimient lias 29 nmen whIO fired (1882) andl heit practice
.vas >101 even comp/leted.

WVitlî the 301 litation it stands:
i882--Nine comipanies. i'racticc iiot carried ouI; no range.
nS83--Tenl 4' '' & '' cotlelte<l ; ammuiitnition issne 8

ip comlpinies oniy.
1884- l)id flot drill-
1885.- 'l'en comi)anies. Not couieted. Thrce conîpanies <hi nul lire.
1886- '' L)id flot drill.
1887- tg No range.
1888- ci ? ? ?

W~ith this corps 72 nmen on an average have (mmcd duming seven )-cars.
These are only samiples. '<ou can find the sanie tbing ail over the D)ominion.

lut NO. 2 disirict the larget lîractice of the Uovemnor.-General's 141dy Guard did< not takec
p)lace, amiuiio, (Winchîester) not /'efing avaiable. WVith the 2nd Regimient of
Cavairy theme wvas n:o ulime for lheit- prat tire. As the Cavalry School is amnied w~ith
the WVinchester and thcy nmanaged to put in their praclice, thcrc niust ie Winchester
ammiufition availabie soniewhere in the coutnnry. As regards the 2fld Reginient, ini
1887 there wvas flot suficient limie for that corps' praclice, in t886 it wvas relieveil froni
dîrill, the saite in 1884, andI in 1883, although tbe regiment drillcd at Niagara, il InoXks
very much like as if il ii flot lire thien.

This is a happy state of affairs. Corps armeil wiîh a weapon for which dtine is lit
ammutnition; corpîs armied wiîh a rifle for wbich there is in ferior atnîmiunition, which
drill, lui stili it is either nu range, no tinte or no anmunitiofl.

Like the medical question, there arc very fev reports on targel pacice-proh.
ably il is sonîething not wortby wasting the lime on. 'Ne are told that by carrying oiut
the liractice during camps it ensures cvery man having somti little instrucîion ani
Mclipels hinli wo actually lire bis rifle. fIlit the-&- facts wbicil I have quoted maike it
look as if 7</to/c coq's i/id no/lire. L CtliS


