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Subject—* Galileo and the Roman I[nquisition.”
(From the Canadian Colonisl.) .

My, President, Ladies and Gentlemen—I appear
before you 'this evening for the purpose of address-
ing you on a subject on which, among our separated
brethren, the grossest ignorance generally prevails;
which has afforded to innumerable declaimers and
<hallow wisinformed writers, as they conceived, ‘am-
ple matter for making 2 successful onslaught against
the Cathalic Church. It is universally assithed by
them, as an unquestionable fact, that Galileo ras
persecuted by the Court of Rome, merely because
hie defended the Copernican system, and endeavored
{0 optucn the old and erroneons one which had pre-
viously existed. Nor isit to be wondered at that
auch should be the opinien of those who look upon
TRome as the mother of ignorance and something
worae, when'we reflect that history, especially lhis-
tory written in the Inglish language, was, to use the
expression of an eminent writer, for the last three
hundred years, one vast conspiracy against the truth.
I am well aware of the many deep rooted prejudices
which exist on this subject, and of the obloquy to
which T expose myself by distrusting the complacen-
ey of those who sneeringly point to Rome as anta-
aonistic to science, and always jealous of the intel-
lectual progress of the hwnan race. It is really
amusing to sec lhe pompous airs which some men,
stunted in intellect, and innocent of true histarical
knowledge, assume when they take occasion in their
drivellings to refer to Galileo, the so-called martyr
of science and victim of jesuitical intolerance. The
voracily with which some Protestants, especially the
vulgar sests, gulp down every lie and calumny, no
watter how monstrous, against the Churcl, is really
astonishing.  Nothing is too huge, nothing too dis-
gusting, for their capacicus maw ; every atrocity is
fordiy credited and tenaciously remembered which
can iuspire a hatred and nursery horvor of the Court
of Rome. There can scarcely be a doubt that if it
were asserted that the present Pontill rencwed the
war against science, and sent forth an army of monks
throughout kis dominions with arders to spike every
telescope and dismantle every woltaic hattery, the
whole figment would be veadily believed and aflord a
delicious miorcene to the morbid appetite of ‘the di-
seased religionist. 1t scarcely ever oceurs fo himto
caquire what possible motives the Church can have
for this supposed hostility to physical science. She
surely could not fear that from the study of astrono-
wy any objections could be deduced against transub-
stantiation, nor that chemistry and geology could
averturn her belie€ in “purgatory. Before I enter
upon my subject I must observe that no Catholic is
under the necessity of defending the dets of the In-
quisition ; no possible bond of interest can be assigned
1o connect us with its proceedings.. In Italyit owed
its origin to the pestilent heresy of the Albigenses,
and therefore was esiablished 1300 years too late {or
us to {ake any vital interest in it, for all we venerate
in our hierarchy had its origin in the institution of
Jesus Christ. * I may also add that some of the most
severe and vigorous atlacks on the character of the
Inguisition have proceceded from 1he pens of Berear-
tel, Cardinal Fleury, and other .eminent Catholic
Theologians. The fmous decree of 1633, in refer-
tace to Galileo, does not pretend to:be a dogmatic
decree decisive of any poiut of docirine, as we shall
herealter see; but even were it so, it would merely
prove that those who were never gilted by Christ
with incrrancy had erred.” It was not to the seven
Cardinals wha drew up that decree that Christ ad-
dressed himself when le said 1 # Go, teach all na-
tions, and behold I am with you ali days even to the
consummation of the world.” The Sovereign Pon-
till did not appear in the issuing of the decree; but
even if he did, it would remain to Le seen in what
capacity “he shewed himself; whether asa temporal
Prince or as Bishop 'of the particular see of Rlome
—the first among equals, or as supreme head of the
Church, addressing limself (o the nations of Chris-
lendom, commanding them * to caplivate their un-
derstandings to-the obedience of faith.” - In the last
tastance alone would the decision take the form of =
doctrinal decree ;- and eten as sueh itWis the opinion
of a large séction of divines it miglit be rejected un-
til it should ‘he accepted by the greaf body of the
bierarchy. Now nat one particle of all this appears.
Ladrance a Step farther aid-T'dstert, that it is the
unanimous doctrine of Theolozians figw ' and " then,
that the Universal Church, could 'it:be supposed.ca-
Pable of adopting such a decree, .could not.make it
binding on.(he conseiences of Catholics ; and {or-this
simpe reason that it would. pretend to, declare a cer-

tdin doctrine philosopbically false; . Now Clirist did

not pramise 1o be with his Church teaching philoso-

phy; but to be with it * teaching all things whatso- |

ever I have commanded you,” among which assuredly
the conclusions of philosophy did not form a part.—
I have entered into this explanation to show you how
remote and slender is the tie of sympathy between us
and the actors in the memorable transaction ; low
very far the conclusion, be what it may, that shall be
adopted, is from implicating any one point of belief
or practice to which as Catholics we are attached.—
In fact there is nothing move familiar in our history,
both before and since the condemnation of Galileo,
than that the decision of the Inquisition should be
rejected or reformed by the higher authorities in the
Clurch.  The Council of Trent itself has taught
Catliolics to place no implicit relizace an its awards
and judgments, as may e seen in the case of Gon-
anza. But after all, what has beeun the temper and
feeling of the Church in refevence to the Copernican
views? How did she receive them? Ifor il we
were to be influenced by (he statements of her enc-
mies, we would have 1o couclude that she looked on
the growiog opinions with an eye of jealousy and
mistrust, and that finally in the day of Galileo this
long pent-up jealousy broke out in open rupture,
when she avowed hersell the sworn enemy of the
Heliocentric doctrine——that doctrine which is now
taught so universally in her schools, and of which,
had it depended upon her, mankind wonld have never
beard.  (Applause.) Now, ladies and gentiemen,
what must be yonr astonishinent wheun 1 prove to you
that it is to the Church of Ilome that we are princi-
pally indebted for the new theory of the eartl’s mo-
tion ; that in Rome it bad its birth,in Rowme was fos-
tered and matured ; that but for Roman auspices, the
countenance of Popes and Cardinals, the adoption of
the new theory had been thrown back, in all proba-
bility, to a distance which il would now be vain to
attempt to caleulate.  Yes, I proudly assert, that it
is to the Ponltifls, and the Dignitaries of LRowe, that
we are mainly indebted for the Copernican system.
The first to braach that system in modern tines was
a Cardinal. Destitute, and a stranger, indebted for
his very name to the obscure village which gave him
birthy Niclolas the Cusan was gifted with the most
brilliant talent, the most soaring genius, and this was
suflicient to open to him the road to the highest pre-
ferment in that Church and nation, which it is the
fashion to decry as the enemies ol all inental improve-
ment.  But in what particular department of science
did tLis great man distinguish himself 7 He departed
from the reccived opinions of his times. IHe ad-
vanced in the teeth of the much esaggerated peri-
patetic dogmatism of the day the startling proposi-
tion that “ the Iarth moves; (ke sun is at rest,” and
he answered the objections, as they have ever been
answered, by contending that the illusory impression
rises from the same cause which males a person in a
ship in motion fancy the objects on shore to be reced-
ing from him ; and these views he proclaimed to the
world as best he conld. e even carricd them to
the foot of the Pontifical throne, by inscribing them
to his former preceptor, Cardinal Cosarini.  Was he
visited with persecution?  Did the thunders of the
Vatican break over-the head ol this audacious man?
Was thie majesty of the Church insulted by this as-
tronomical innovalion? Nicholas the Ififth, a most
illustrious Pope, and great.Patron of learniug, honor-
ed Lim with his most intimate {riendship ; raised him
1o the dignity of the Cardinalate,and alwaysevinced
towards him thehighest marks of respect and esteem.
He was intrusted by four suceessive Pomifls with the
most delicate affairs and important legations, and he
continued in favor with the Court of Rome, without
oue moment’s interruption, to the close of his valua-
ble life, in the year 1464, Nor were the works of
the good Cardinal allowed to go down with him into
the oblivion of the tomb. It was one of the first
tasks of the Italian Press te ditffuse and | perpetuate
them, under the sanction of another exalted name,
that of Cardinal Ambroise. In the year 1500, Co-
pernicus, who occupied a professor’s chair at Llome,
gave lectures on the new theory, to overwhelming
crowds, who flocked to hear him, and yet there was
no.opposition. On the contrary,after his retirement
from the duties of his professorship,ample means were
provided for him, by which he was enabled,in an ho-
norable retreat, to devote all the energies of his great
mind to the reconstruction of the whole [abric of as-
tronomy. From the banks of. Vistula, he turned for
protection to the only spot on earth where Le eould
hape to find minds sufficiently enlarged and - enlight-
encd to.give a favorable hearing to bis exposition of
that system,.in the study of which he had spent years
of, the most intense application. He was well aware
of the difficulties that beset his path. - He :too well
knew that.his new-dectrines would .elash with those
deep-rooted prejudices which bad existed for .ages.
‘Te dedicatel his uew:work on.the revolution of hea-
venly bodies to ' Paul 11T, and: the: successor of St.

Peter. flung over the. infant/theory, .the -fs_hi,eld of

! niary means and fear of attacks from the serupulous
i religionist prevented him from giving publicity to the
i results of years of laborious study. ~ Cardinal Scom-
| berg nobly came forward, bade him diswiss his fears
inml instantly supplied bim with the requisite funds.—
At the death of this good man, who may truly be
styled a Christiun Mocenas, the Bishop of Irmeland
succeeds him as patron of ths system, and the new
book soon appears, dedicated to and approved of hy
tre first authority in the Cathalic world. {Applause.)
I'rom all this, you may perceive, ladies and gentle-
men, that it is to the fostering care of the Clurch
that the world is indebted for the new system ; tlat
a Catholic Icelesiastic was its first discovcrer’; and
that once ushered inta life it was taught with applause
in all the Italian Universities. In the Tloman Col-
lege of which Bellarmine was Principal, the distin-
guished Jesuit Tonquato, and in the Suapiensa, also at
Tome, another Jesuit delivered lectures in support
of the Copenican system. 1low different the con-
duct of the highest dignitaries in the Catholie Cliureh
from thatof the cotemporary Protestant Theologians.
Joln Kepla, an henest Luthevinian, was subjected to
the greatest annayance of the divines of Tuburgen
for baving advocated the new system. These Pro-
testant divines publicly condemned and branded him
as a herctic, and persecuted him so mueh that [ie was
at last obliged 1o fly his native country, and seek pro-
tection in the land of the stranger. And where
think you did he obtain that protection? Who re-
ceived the poar auteast?  Whe in the darkest hour
of his aflliction opened to him the doar of hospitality,
and caused Lis bright genius again (o soar amid the
stupendous wonders of the solar system. T.et the
Protestant historian, Wollzang Mensel, who was Lis
intimate friend, answer the question. Tt was, says
he, the Jesuits at Gratz who afforded him an asylum,
where secure from the malignity of his co-religion-
ists, he could indulge without danger in the develop-
ment of his favorite thome. As a further iliustration
of Papal hostility to scieoce, he was alterwards
called 1o fill the chair of astronomy, vacant in one of
the Pope’s Universities.  Well indeed migh the ex-
claim, in the words of one of LEngland’s greatest
bards—
Ol Rome, my Mother, City ol the Soul!
The Orphans of the heart must tura to thee.”?

Having now proceeded so far, T beg leave to call
your attention to the illustrious man, whose imaginary
{ wrongs ant woeful perseentions by the Tloman In-
| quisition bave been so frequently laid before the
| American public by bignted sectarian writers, by
spouting declaimers, and miserable little dabblers in
historical lore, whose only knowledge has been glean-
ed from tainted sources, and ‘whose rids are saturat-
ed with all the lies and ealumnies which uncandid
men could devise to bring the Church of God into
derision and contempt.  No sooner bad  Galileo di-
rected his great discovery, the telescope, to the hea-
vens, than lie determined to go to Romeas to the
place where with the best prospects to science he
could fiest make known those startling revelations
whieh it now became his exalied privilege to proclain
‘to the world.. Tn vain did the Court of Florence
use its every eflort ‘to induce him to, at least, post-
pone his visit. He was determined to unfold lis
views in the capitil of the Christian warld, by which
means he expected they would be more specdily and
widely diffused. Nor was he disappointed, hi$ ardent
expectations were more than realized. 1lis recep-
tion was of the most splendid and flattering dJescrip-
tion ; every grade of society vied witlLeach other in
lieaping honars upen him, and no efforts were spared
by the citizens of Rome 10 testify their deep respect
and reverential howage to this child of genius and
ornament of Italy. DBuoyed up and emboldened by
the splendid reception which had been given him in
Rome, 772 1612, he most umwisely began to raise
the wncalled for question of the reconcilubility of
the scripture texts with the new theory, und to this
course e’ clung with the most desperate tenacity,
wnder the double persnasion that the system demon-
strated; and that to him belonged the honor of hav-
ing furnished that demonstration from the fux and
reflux of the tides. I need scarcely observe that
this double assumption is now recognized by all'astro-
nomers-1o be entirely false and ungrounded. The
new system was by no means demonstrated by Cali-
leo, for as Delambre justly observes, ¢ Despite the
immense progress which astronomy had made, have
the moderns themselves héen able Lo allege any direct
proof: of the diurnal motion of the earth previous to
-the voyage -of Richer to Cayenne, where. lie was
obliged to shorten the pendulum ? = Iave they been
.able to. discover ane positive: demonstration to tle
point to prove the aanual.revolution of ‘the earth be-
.fore Romur measured the yelocity of light and Brad-

NO. 39.

| his high protection, and sccured to it eighty years of | ley had observed and caleulated the phenomena ol
uninterrupted tranquillity and peace. But this was |aberration? Previous ta these discoveries and to fbut
notall. Seven years before the publication of his { of Universal Gravitation (made many a long pear
jgreat work a rumor was current that want of pecu- |alter Galileo) were not the most decided Coperniean«

lrcducud to mere probabilities, were they not obliges
i 10 confine themselves to preaching up the simplicity
tof the Copernican system, as compared with the ai-
 surd complexity of that of Prolmey, (applause.) From
| this, Ladies and Geutlemen, you may perceive tia
! the system was not demonstraied. Lt us now pre-
ceed to exumine the grownds of his confilence in tie
new views. DMost modern writers wonld have us bu-
lieve that it arose from the light which the first teles-
capic glimpse of the heavens let fn on our systes:.
particularly by the discoveries of the phases of Venus
and the satellites of Jupiter. Now, nothing can be
more false than this assumption.  In 1610, the phases
of Vienus and other planelory wonders were discover-
ed. TIn 1597, Galileo assures Kepler of his setthe!
conviction of his favorite system, and towards the end
of his life, in a letter to one of his pupils, e avows
that he was led to (his opinion by the fucility whic
he conceived it afforded him in cxplaining the mys-
tery of the flux and rellux of the tides. This was
his favorite hobby, the crowning proof beyond which
evidence coukd not possibly go.  Compared to it the
phases of Venus and all the other wonders of 1610
were as nothing. In 1616, whenhe stood the seconi
time before the Inquisition, in 1623, and also in 1635,
when Lie was condemned, ke puts forward this as b
main argument, Ilaving thus erroncously persuaded
himsell that he had dewmonstrated the earth’s mation
he began 1o make a vigorous preparation for remov-
ing the remaining impediment, as he conceived, in the
way of its general adoption, namely, the seriptural
difliculties. In pursuance of Lhe wawise purpose i
raising the question as to the value of seriptural ob-
jeetions against his system, he comineaces that series
of theologica! epistles, the first of which he addresscd
to Castelli, and this letter formed the sole ground of
the impeachment brought azainst him in 1615, One
Loreni, a Dominican, contrived by some means to
get hold of a copy of this letter, and forthwith pro-
ceeded to Rome to lay his complaint before the Holy
Oflice. The TInquision, peremptorily demanded the
production of the origmal, it could not be produm:d
and the designs of the denouncer were therefore
frustrated, ‘I'he correspandence of the principal per-
sons an this occasion which has gome down to us re-
veals the temper of' the tribuna#in question, and the
light in which they were disposed to leck on ihe
whole aflair.  Immediately afier the denwnciation, on
the last day of February, 1615, Campioli the friend
of the acensed wriles to say that the sentiments of
Cardinal Barberini on this point were * that Galileo
should not travel out of the limits of physies and ma-
thematics, but confine himsclf to such reasons as
Ptolmy and Copernicus used, beeawse declaring the
views of seripture the Theologians maintain to bu
their particular province. On the 21st of Mareh,
when the procecdings were at their height, the sane
writer again addressed his friend : % Thave been this
marning, together with Monsignor Dine, to the Car-
dinal d¢! Monte, who tald us hie had lately a conver-
sation with Cardinal Bellarmine an the subject of the
new opinions, and that the conclusion was ihat by
ronfining himself to the System and its demonstra-
tion without interfering with the scriptures, the inter-
pretation of which they wish to have confined 10
‘Theological Professors, approved and auihorised for
the purpose, Galileo would be secure aguinst any
contradiction; Dbut that otherwise explications of
scripture, however ingenious, will be admilted with
difficulty when they depart from the common opinien
of the I*athers.” ) :
On -the 25th of the next month, when the case had
been dismissed, Bishop Dine testifies to * Bellar-
mine’s having remarked to him that there was no
question about Galileo, and that by pursuing the
course mentioned, that of speaking as a mathemati-
cian, he would be put to no trouble.” Thus termi-
nated the first judicial enquiry which, by many, is
confounded with the second, which toek place the
following year. So little, indeed, did'the authorities
at Rome wish to have any collision with the new
doetrines, that, at the very moment when they are
accused of attempting to crush them by means of the
Tnquisition, the famous Jesuit Torquato is delivering
-tectures in the Roman College in favor of the Coper-
nican system. Galileo is congratulated by his-friends
that his affairs are now settled ; but nothing. tho
most pressing solicitations of his friends, could pre-
veat him from forcing the matter on: amain. He
completes the last and most formidable of lis pole-
mical epistles, and sends it {o the Court of Florence,
thereby stamping it with the impress of royal autha-
ritys- Ile then proceeds to Rome, unsent for, incit-
cid of his own free will, “to know,” as he says,
“what he should believe on the ‘Copernican system.*’
If it were necessary, I could here-addure innumerable

and virquestionable testimony to .prove -that he'was



