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THE SPIRTTUAL ORDER SUPREME.
(From Brownson's Review, for Jufy.)

“Piere is always, even in fhe most Catbolic times
aud in the most Catholic states, a party, maore or.less
numerous, who have no conception of religion as law,
ar of the Church-as a kingdom, with a constitution,

. faws, and chiefs of her own, set up on the earth with
plenary authority, unler God, over states and indivi-
duals,~a party who never think of the Church as a

. divinely coustituted government, even in spirituals,

.and count for nothing her external organization, her
wission, or her discipline.  T'he Creed, the Sacra-
ments, and the Ritual comprise, for them, the whole
of religion, and they never can or never will under-
stand why “these may not be just as salulary when
held out of unity as when held in it. It a bishop has
really received the episcopal character, and il he
holds the substance of the Christian doetrine, and
abserves the approved ritual, they see no reason why
lis ministrations are not of the same value, when he
receives his mission, his jurisdiction, or investiture
from the state, as when he receives it from the suc-
cessor of Peter. 'The anthority, the mission, exter-
nal waity of the Clurch, or her unity and jurisdiction
as u government, never strike them as esseatinl efe-
ments of her constitulion, or as necessary to be be-
liecved and’ maintained in order to believe and main-

*lain the Catholic religion, lleve was the diffeulty
ia I'rance during the Revolution.  The great bedy
of the faithful knew the Church as the revelation of

God, as the saecraments, and as worship ; but owing |

to tiie innate jealousy of the temporw] power, and
to the perhaps necessary prudence of doing or saying
as little as possible toiveitate this jealousy, or to give
affence to Cesar, “no small portion of thent had re-
mziged comparatively ignorant of her as the king-
dom of God set up on the earth {or the governinent
of all inen and nations, states and individuals. They
recognised in her authovity to teach the Symbol and
to administer the Sacraments, at least.in arestricted
seose 3 but'when there was-question of goynroment,
and the word kingdom was mentioned, they thought
only of the state, and were ready to exclaim, in their
sitaplicity, with the Jews who demanded of Filate
the crucifixion of our Lord, * We have no king but
Cinsar 1 Thisis what gave (o the Jansenists, Pro-
zestauts, philosophers ia the National Assembly, and
aut.of it, their fearful power over a portion of the
French people, and what took away from the faith-
ful pastors their legitimate influence over their {locks.

Tu these revolutionary times the great point to be

<peeially insisted-on, it scems to us, s, that the Church
#s a government, a kingdom, the Kingdom of king-
doms and Principality of principalities.  What is
most important is, to understand that she is a power,
ag organised power, divinely constituted, assisted
and protected, representing the Divine authority on
earth, and as such universal and supreme.  How the
state is organised, or by whom administered, is a mat-
aer of comparative indiflerence. The stale may be
monarchical or republican, aristocratic or democratic
il it anly be understood and conceded that over it. as
over every individual, there is a spivitual kingdom, a
spiritual authority, commissioned by God himsell, to
snterpret and apply his law to cvery department of
human life, individual or social, public or private;
Yor if such authority be recognised and submitted to,
10 interest, temporal or spiritual, can fail to be_ pro-
tected and promoted. Undoubtedly, the assertion of
«his authority is a delicale matter, owing to the utter
confusion which oltains in ten’s minds respecting it
but we pray such of our readers as have some little
candor and good-will to bear in mind that to assert
-1his authority is by no means to merge the state in
the Church, or to claim for the Church direct tem-
pora! authority, although even to claim for her di-
tect temporal authority is not, to say the least, for-
bidden to the Catholic. What we here assertis,
that the spiritual autharity, in the nature of the case,
and by the express appointment of Go_d., extends be-
yond what are ordinarily called spirituals,—to all
inatters which do or can interest conscience, Or con-
cerning which there can arise any question of right
or wrong, true or false. I'he Church, we grant, nay
anaintain, is spiritual, and governs in reference, and
only in referenc, to a spiritual end 3 but as the tem-
poral subsists only by and for the spiritual, she,
though not it any more than God is the world, nor

the temporal authonty itself, has, as the God whose’

representative on earth she is, supreme authority over
it, and the Tull right, under God, to prescribe to it
the law it is bound in all things and at ail times to
consult and obey. - )

We do not, indeed, claim for the Church in rela-
tion to the temparal autharily the right to make the
Taw, for God Himself, and He only, makes the law ;
but we do claim for her the right to declare and ap-
ply lis Jaw to kings and princes, states and empures,
as well as to individuals, in public as well as in pri-
vate matters. ~The Church, of ceurse, bas oo right
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1o depose u legitimate prince, that is, a

prince who
has the right 1o reign, or to absolve his subjects {rom
their allegiance, for she has no right 1o do wrong or
[ o violate the law of God, and we are not at liberty

i ta suppose that she ever does, ever will, or ever can,

 for she is bholy and infallible by virtue of the indwell-
{ing and assistance of the Iloly Ghiost; but she bas
Ithe right to judge who has or bas not, according to
jthe law of God, the right to reign,—whether tle
| prince has by bis infidelity, his misdeeds, his tytanny
and oppression, [orfuited his trusi, and lost his rixht
to the allegiance of his subjects, vud therefore, whe-
ther they are still held to their alleginnee or are ve-
leased from it by the law of God. "It she have the
right to judge, she bas the right to pronounce judgr-
ment, and order its execution ; therefore, to pronounce
sentence of deposition upon the prince who has for-
i feited his right to reign, and to declare his subjects
absolved {rom their allegiance to him, and {ree to
elect themselves a new sovereign.

She has the right, we say, to pronousce sentence,
but whether the seatence shall be carried into effect
or not in the temporal order depends, in point of fact;
i on that order itsell'; not beeause she has no authority
i over the temporal power, but because she had no
[ temporal arms with which to enforee the cxceution

of her sentence. She bears indeed the temporal
j sword, but it was not the will of her Spouse that she
i should sield it wilh her own hands., She ordinarily
'exercises it only by the hands of the hity, and she
has only spiritual means by which to compel them to
| exercise it according to lier orders. So, however
jextensive her authority; or full her right over the
- temparal powder, she depends solely on the faith
and conscicnce of ler children for its prectical as-
sertion beyond the sphere of the spiritual order.—-
It is this fact, we apprehend, that has Jed so many
to misconceive and to misstate her authority in re-
gard to temporal sovereigns, and it is the misappre-
hension of this fact that usually se alarms Caesar avd
his ministers. God respects in all men the free will
of man, and forces no man into the Church or inio
heaven against his free will. ‘There is no one who
cannot, it le chooses, resist Divine grace, disobey
the law of God, and lose his soul. (3od will bave
none but a free-will offering, none but n veluntary
service, although those who reject his ofiers, refuse
to serve him, and disobey his communds, do so at
their own peril, and must suffer the consequences.—
So he has not willed that his Church should with her
own hands wield the temporal sword, and has left the
nations, not the right, but the ability, to vesist her
judgments, and to refuse to execute her decrees,—
If their faith and eonscience will not lead them to
exccute her sentence, when that sentenbe refuires
the exercise of physical force, she can herself do no
more, and the responsibility vests with them. Ier
practical power over temporal afiairs is therefore re-
stricted to that which is yielded her by the faith and
piety of the faithiul, although her right, her authority,
is supreme and universal. If her children are unin-
structed as to this right, i’ they grow up with the
persuasion that she has no authority aver temporauls,
and that her power is restricted to teachmg the Cate-
chism and administering the Sacraments, she will
be able to exert little or no power over temporal
governments, and her children, as in the French Re-
volution, will too often be found siding with the state
against ber, and rusbing headlong into heresy and
schism, to the ruin of the state and the perdition of
their own souls. Nevertheless, her authority, her
right maintaias ; and not unfrequently lier heavenly
Spouse in a mysterious manner intervenes to vindicate
it, and to carry her sentence 1nto effect, as we saw
surprisingly manifested in the case of the Imperor
Napoleon the First. Schismatic Tlussia, heretical
Lngland and Prussia, and even infidel '"Turkey, were
made in the provideace of God instruments for the
exccution of her decrees, and inllicted merited chas-
tisement on the persecutor of ker Sovereign Poutifl.
Napoleon laughed at the idea of an excommunication
of a sovereign by the Pope in the nineteentli century,
and asked, sneeringly, if the old man expected that
the thunders of the Church would cause the muskets
to fall from the hands of his soldiers. Ile had his
answer on his retreat from Moscow, when the mus-
kets did literally drop from their hands.

The spirit of the age, while it declaims against mo-
narchy, and makes war on kings and emperors, claims
absolute independence for the civil power. It re-
asserts for the people, or for the demagogues as lead-
ers of the people, the independence and supremacy

1 which the German lawyers in the time of Trederick

Barbarossa asserted for the Emperor, and which
James the First and the Anglo-Protestant ministers
under the princes of his family asserted for kings and
all sovereign princes. It substitutes for kings and
princes the people, and democratic for monarchical
despotism. To hear the men of our age talk, you
would suppose the people were the Church, oay, God

{of the men of this world to do so.

himself, the Most 1ligh, whose will is in all cases
'law, and supreme law. They bind kings, princes,
and pontills, and assert the independence of the peo-

sins against God. Now people-god is no more to
our tuste than king-god, and it is no less idolatry to
render supreme homage to the people than it is to
repder it to Ceesar.  The people are as much bound
in their collective, as in their individual, capacity lo
obey the law of God.  \We have been able, there-
fore, to refute the error of our age, and to oppose
despotism on (he one hand and anarchy on the other,
duly by usserting the supremacy of the spiritual or-
der, and defending the right of the Church to judge
the political power, bowever constituted, aud by
whomsoever administered ; that is, her right to sub-
Jét valers as well as ruled to her discipline, which
rght were a vain word, or a, mere abstract right in-
capable of being practically asserted, without the
papal coustitution of the Church, and the plenary
authority, as Viear of God, of tle Severeizn Pon-
(. The controversies of the day baveforced us.
1o go thus far, and therefore, what we always do with
extreme reluctance, to take part in disputes minong

We have been obliged to fall

[
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Catliolies themselves.
back on the strong Dapal doctrines asserted by the
Gregorits, the Innocents, the Alexanders, the Bo-
nifaces, and the Piuses, in apposition to the Galli-
canisi so rife in all the courts of Europe in the last
century aud the heginning of the present, and which
in ihis country, $3ngland, and Ireland has been car-
ried to a dangerous extreme for the purpose of con-
ciliating power, which in all these statesis invele-
rately hostile to Catholicity,

That what we have said on the delicate topics we
have treated will he perverted, and made the ocea-
sion of saying hard things against our Church, we
Lave no doubt, for we arc well aware that it is pre-
cisely because the Church claims, and, when ocea-
sien offers, exercises, the power we have asserted for
lier, that the powers of this world hate her, and per-
secute ber faithlul children. But we cannol help it.
‘I'hc more moderate doctrines embodied in the IFonr
Articles of the Gallican clergy have never saved
Catholics from persecution, or reconciled Jansenis-
tic, Protestant, or iutidel governments to the Churcl.
It was tried by the Eaglish Cathoties under Ioliza-
beth and the Stoarts, and it did not save them from
fines and Wmprisonment, or from being hung, drawn,
and guartered, as traitors. 1t did not save the non-
Juring bishops and clergy in France during the old
revolation from being maltreated, imprisoned, mas-
sacred, or exiled, It never will save any of us, if
we adhere 1o the Chureh at all,” because the most
ultra Gallican, if he weans to remain in the commu-
pion of ‘the Churel,, must, hen hard pressed, fall
back on the Ultramontane doctrine, and say, « It is
necessary Lo obey God rather than men.”  ‘Phere is
2 point beyond which submission to the temporal an-
thority, whether monarchical or republican, aristo-
cratic or democratic, is apostasy, and can in no scnse
whatever be tolerated.  We must all say this, and
our enemies know it; and they know that the great
body of the faithful will place that point where it is
declared to be by the Sovereign Pontiff.

The truth is, this world hates the Church because
she condemns it, and do what we will, as long as she
exists in the world, she must be the Clureh Militant.
"T'his world is given up to Casar, and Casar will to-
terate no rival, much less a superior; for Cmsar ex-
presses the pride ot the human heart. e will al-
svays regard  her presence as did Aman Mardocheus
sitting in the king’s gafe, and erect his gallows filty
cubits high, on which to hang her. e will always
oppose her in the name of this world, and declare
ler incompatible with civil goverament. She is in-
compatible with all unjust civil government, with ali
civil government that would govern by arbitrary will,
irrespective of the law of (iod, and we cannot deny
it, although she is well known to be the friend and
firm supporter of every civil government that seeks
to govern wisely and Jjustly, for the common good of
its subjects. Yet men with liberty and equality on
their lips will still blaspheme her as the enemy of the
state, now the enemy of power, and now the enemy
of liberty. We cannot help it. Isisin the nature
We who have
the happiness to know her doctrine and spirit, know
how false and unjust all this is, but it is a part of our
penance to submit to it. Nothing that we or any
one else can say will commend her to those who hate
her, and will not have hier Spouse to reign over them.
To us she is all beautiful, but for the men of this
world she has no beauty or comeliness, that they
should desire her. o us she is the wisdom of God
and the power of God, but te them she is foolishness
or a stumbling-block. No explanation, no softening
of her features, no apologies, can make them love
her, or cease o' fear her. We must then consult

first of all the good of the faithful, and, while we are

ple, and tell ws, that whoso dares disobey the people |
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!ca‘r(';ful to offer no gratuitous offence to Cresar or his
’ mintons, we must studya wise boldness, nd take care:
that the doctrines which will best succor the faithful
{in the hour of danger. and best enable thein to de-
;teet aund foif the designs of the enemy, be carnestly
tand specially insisted upon, 20d that they are never
caught, as were so many in the French Revolutian,
doubting whether they are to side with the state or
with the Church. ' '

! PROTESTANT CONVERTS, -
(From the Crusader.)

Tt las been often observed that Protestantisin is
nothing more thag oppesition to Catholicity. [ts
creed is a denial of all possible revelation.  Its umity
is hatred of an authority that remains {or ever to con-
demn the errors, and of virtues that are an cternal
repraach to the licentiousness of wmbelievers. So
true is this that when we find any Protestant willing
to examine dispassiapately the doctrines of the
Churcli we can say almost with -ahsolute certainty,
¢ that man will, by the grace of Ciod, renounce his
errors and die in the communion of the  Catholic
Chureh.? The same motives secmn to have influenced
the adversaries of truth in every age. *Let u«
therefore lie in wait for the just, because be is not
for our turn, and he is contrary to our dongs, and
upbraideth us with transgressions of the law : and di-
vulgeth against us the sins of our way of life. e
boasteth that he has the knowledge of God, and
calleth nimself the son of (vod. Ile is become a cen-
surer of our thougbts. TIv is grievous unto us, even
to behold, for his $ife s not like other men's, and his
[ways are very different.”  Uhis is particularly true
of those who apostatize from the Church. ,While
they profess to have embraced Protestantism as the |
pure_gospel, instead of manifesting any desire of
bringing others to a knowledge of that pure Protest-
ant gospel, they are distinguished only for the vie-
lence of their language and their filthy abuse of every-
thing Cutholic. Stories which they know well are
utterly untrue, and which have their origin in the
malice of corvupted hearts, are repeated with as
much unblushing effrontery as’ we might suppose the:
futher of les capable of assuming, were he to turn
preacher. The wretched apostate knows and feels
that he has lost the grace of God. Shane, pride,
and the tewmplation of the devil prevent him from re-
E tracing his steps, and so he abandons himselt ro his
wickedness, and like Lucifer after lis fall, he finds a
malicious pleasure in the ruin of iinmortal souls. The
revidences of a living faith are * grievous unte kim.
even to beholl.”  \When he tells us therefore that o
is perfectly sincere in bis batred of the Churcl, we
believe him, apd do not fecl in the least surprised
that the mention of anything pertaining ta sanctity is
'}suﬂicicnt to make him rage and foam like a furioux
theast.  No one, however, .except a (ool or a very
lignorant man, can for & moment suppose that those
iwho feave the Camtbolic Chuerch are sincere when
[ they talk of new lights which have beamed on their
hitherto benighted minds.  They may tell their cre-
dulous hearers how the reading of the Bible opened
their eyes to the horrers of Popery, and enabile them
to view evangelical truth in all its purity.  This may
do for the old women who are glac to receive stare-
nments that go to confirm ideas about the awful na-
tore of Popery ; but the whole world knows that
this is not the process which leads men to abandon
the Catholic Church.  ‘The light of truth is uot apt.
1o shine from the eyes of an Anne Boylen ; neither
do religicus convictions originate in the indulgence
of beastly passions. If any one will take the tron-
ble to investizate the matter, be will find that fhose
who have deserted the Church have without excep-
tion been influenced by motives of worldly gain, or
were driven out on account of their flagrant immno-
ralities. Some of the best arzuments ever offered
in favor of Drotestantism are contained in the fol-
lowing enactments of a free and enlightened Pro-
testant Parliament :—

«The eldest son, conlorming, immediately ac-
quires, and in the life time of his father the perma-
nent part, what our law calis the revision and inbe-
ritance of the state, and annuls every sort of volun-
tary seltlement made hy the father ever so long be-
fore his conversion! 'This he may sell or dispose o
immediately, and alienate it from the family for
ever.

« From the first of Michaelmas-Term, 1708, ro
papist shall serve or be returncd to serve ogn any
grand jury in the Queen’s Berch, or hefore Justices
of Assize, Oyer and Terminer, or gaol delivery, or
Quarter Sessions, unless it appear to_ the court that
a sufficient number of Protestants cannat then be
hiad for the service, and in all trials of issues, on any
presentment, indictment, or information, or action on
statute, for any offence’committed by Papists, in
braach of such laws. The plaintiff or prosccutor




