i

.miles in all perfectly defensible.

“water wayin 1812.
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THOUGHTIS ON DEFENCE.

From a Canadian point of view.

By A CANADIAN.

(Continued.)

To recapitulate, we have from the mouth of
the St. Lawrence to Montreal an uninterrupted
navigation for the largest class of sea-going vessels
through Canadian territory of 986 miles and from
Montreal to Cornwall, or St. Regis, a combined
navigation by river and canal of 67 wiles, 1053
Defensible, in
summer season, by a judicious exhibition of gun-
boats, directed against an enemy which, on these
waters, possesses no corresponding resources, or
the meansof ereating them, The confizuration of
the * north shore,” from the Island of Orleans to
Luke Ontario, suggests the iden of a gigantie
natural fortress of which Quchee, Montreal and
Kingston are three huge bastions, moated by the
St. Luwrence, which forms the intermedial cur-
taing, armed by the guns of an ubiquitons flotilla.
ntil the enemy can, with a superior force, breach
this barrier, the whole worth shore of the St,
Lawrence is unassailable.  The south shore may
suffer but the suffering will be short.  The vain,
costly and profitless character of the contest will
soon develop itself, and the enemy will eool down,
caleulate chances, retire diserectly, and, to usa
familiar phrase of his own, will ** foot the bill.”

"The series of the St. Lawrence cunals recom-
mences at Cornwall, and extends upwards in four
divisions connected hynavigable reaches, the united
length of canal is 32 miles, the whole distance
from Cornwall to Kingston 108 miles. The Jocks
on these canals, ivcluding the Beauharnots, are
200 x 45, with 9 feet of water on thesills,  They
are all subject to the same inconvenicnce, but not
the same reproach. In time of war they are
liable to quick destruction, but en the upper
canals there was no choice of site, the evil was
unavoidable.  On the Beauharnois canal the
remedy was within reach, ‘They were built to
subgerve commereial purposes and have doue theiv
work asiscvidenced by the progress of the country.,
In the event of war, they would be uscless.  In
prepaving for a war we wust usc them as best we
may. They may be considercd to be opened for
navigable purposes between 1st May and 20th
November.

There is, however, another live of water com-
munication between Montreal and Kingston lying
to the northof the St. Lawrence, and not dircetly
exposed to annoyance or interruption in case of
war. It is composed of the Ottawa and Ridean
canals, which asecend the River Qttawa to the
capital and from the capital extend to Kinston,
The whole length of this interior line, from
Montreal to Kingstonis246 miles. ‘These works
were constructed for military and defensive pur
poses fifteen years before the St. Lawrence canals
were commenced.  Although inferior in capucity
and convenience, the dimensions of the locks
being 134x33 and b feet water on the stills,
they are of greatimportance as a subsidiary line
of defensive transportation, and, failing the St.
Lawrenee, would be of immense value.

Thus it will be scen that we possess a line of
interior defence, re-inforcing our frontier, of pe-
culiar strength and capability,which extends from
the ocean to Cornwall, 2 distanee of 1053 niles
and a further line from Montreal to Kingston by
way of Ottawa, of 246 iles, impenetrable to an
cnemy.  Ife ean put no war ships on our waters
helow Cornwall and without aid sach as this, he
could not transport an armed foree aeross the St.
Lawrence. Yven presuming that he possessed
the command of Lake Onturiy, and could use the
dockyard at Suckett’s Harbour without interrup-
tion, he could no more run dowu the rapids above
Uornwall under our guns thun we could ascend
them under his. It must be obvious, therefore,
that under these conditions of offence and de-
fence, tlie north shore of the St Lawrence, for a
distance of 1053 wiles, is, as has hefore heen said,
unassailable,

From Cornwall to Kingston,tud from Kingston
to the Sault Ste. Marie, on Lake Superior, the
waters of our rivers and lakes divide the front-
iers of Clanada from those of' the United States.
FFrom Cornwall to Pointe aux Irvquois the cousts
on both sides of the river are equally protected

from a deseent, by rapids, with intervals whieh |,

could hardly tempt o predatory exeursion by the
prospect of a safe returu. From Prescott to
Kingston, and from Kingston to the entrance of
the Welland Canal, at the western extermity of
Lake Ontario, these inland waters are navigable
by the largest ship that floats,without let or hind-
ranee, beyond an adversary of superior strength
and the superiority will rest with theparty which
can show its strength first.

« If you intend to hold Canada you must com-
mand the lakes,” was a dictum of His Grace
the Duke of Wellington, uttered some 50 iyears
gince. But 50 years have made 1 great change
in Canada,and the lessonsof wisdom, even though
wisdom still, admit of some qualification now.
The command of the lakes, ulthough of great
importance, is not indispensable to the defence
of Western Canuda, nor would the loss of it, at
the first outbreak of awar, be regarded asirreme-
diable or irvevceable. Ruilways and turnpike

. roads now-a-days, supply fav greater facilities of

comwunication and conveyanee than oxisted by.
Then, any interruption of
water conununication above IKingston threatened

t h e soldier with starvaon. He might and ac-
tnally did, march from 300 to 500 miles with his
kit on his back and thr e days provision in his
havrestck, but when his store was exhausted how
was ke to advance, how retire, unless replenished.
The wild forest, und t ¢ war path through the
wilderness, offered no supply of food. Stores,
therefore, had to be provided beforehand and at
given distanees, and to be renewed when reduced
and his provision could be secured, iu sulficient
quantity, by water communication slone. lenee
we may be able to appreciate the value of the
command of the lakes ut this time.

But ciroumstanees have ehanged, and the samo
importance does not attach to the command of
the lakes which wus justly assigned to it fifty
yeurs since; supplies and convejance abound,
independent of water communication, and, ad-
mitting any superiority in the American marine
at the first outbreak or war, a brief space would
equalize numbers, The first iron-elad guuboat
would redress the balance. "The operation so
skilfully conducted by the Lrench Xmperor
during the late war in [taly could be easily re-
newed in Cauada.  Gunboats could be placed as
expeditiously on Lakes lirie, Huron and Ontario
as on the Lago di Guarda, All that is required
to accomplish this objeet, when the time comes
is due preparation now. An invasion of our lake
shore by means of shipping, by the employment
of a flect of transports, is made doubtful, by the
fuet, that the American consts offer neither ports
nor harbors of sufiicient eapacity to shelter a flect
adeguats in number, and sufficicntly protected at
the point of embarcation ; such an invasion would
compel combinations, open the separate attack,
and to the risks entailed on detachments, Such
combinations would be costly and hazardous.
They would, indeed, hardly be attempted, super-
fluously. Nature points out unmistakabiy the
lines of advance upon Cunada, and teaches her
people how and where to meet them.  They are
now just the sume that they have ever been.
Buceineering expeditions may be made to be re-
pulsed and puuished, but our luke shores ave pro-
tected from expedition in foree, by the disability
to make them in sufficient strength and with sufli-
c¢ient eoncert, and by the power ol resistance to
be found on our cousts, and in the natural defen-
sibility of their approaches, We may also add
that the power ot modern artillery, and the de-
fensive ingenuity which devised the torpedo, all
combine 1u the present advanced school of eivili-
zed warfare, to strengthen artificially such parts
of our cousts, as naturc has not already fortifi-
ed.

(7o be continued.)

OUR AGENTS.

—

ONTARIO.

ROBERT POLLOCK, Cornwall,
T, L. KINCAID, Brockrille.
JOHUN HENDIIRSON, Princess Street, Kingston.
HENRY MALOTT, Kingsville.
WM. PARKHILL, King,
JAMES BIGIIAN, Tyrone.
JOHN MACARTIY, Queen Street, Ottawa,
0. FITZ WILKINS, St. Catherines, (for County
Welland.)
JOUN . YOUNG, Onkville, (for County Halton)
4 S0UTH SIMCOE NEWS? Bradford.
TIHOMAS M*KIM, Almonte.
JAS. MMILLAN, Enterprize.
GRO. W. GARTII, Oshawa.
ANDREW LINY, Black Rock.
QUEBEC.

JOTIN CLAWSON, Aymer.
A. D. BOSTWICK, Sherbrooke.
T, H. ARGUE, Quebec.
J. D, ARMSTRONG, South Durham.
ISAAC JEKKEL, Britonville, Argentenil.
GEO. ROGERS, lLakefield, do
JOHN CITAMBERS, Shrewsburry do

NEW BRUNSWICK,
C. . GODARD, St. John.
MERRITT WIIEATON, Sackrille.

NOVA SCOTLA.

HARRY CALDWELL, Halifax,
T. F. KENTY, Elmsdale.
P, J. CHISHOLM, Truro.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
MALCOLM MATHESON, Rosevale,

NEWFOUNDLAND.
JAMES BROWNING, St. Johns.

INSOLVENT ACT OF 1869.

Provinee of Quebee,

r IN THE SUPERIQR COURT.
District of Moxntreal,

CANADA, g

IN TAR VATTER OF
WILLIAM JOHNSON,

An Ingolvent.

On Monday, the seventeenth day of April next, the

undersigned will apply to the said Coutt for a discharge
under the said Act. :

WILLIAM JOINSON
By J. & W. A, BATES,
Iis Attorneys, ad litem

Montreal, Tth March, 1871.

WHICH 9P
Englandor Rome?

A REVIEW OF THE
GUTBORD BUBTAL CASE,
From “Tue AvTar ANp Tue Turoxs.”

Price, Ten Cenls.

For Sale at Pickup's, Clarke's, Riddell's, Grafton's,
Dawsons’, and Alphonse Doutre & Co's.
April 5, 1871.

JUST TIE TIME TO PURCHASE
TEMPE2ANGs TRACTS,

YHE attention of Temperance Societies is invited to
the « MONTREAL SERIES OF TEMPERANCE
TRACTS.” in which the most interesting and in-
struetive matter that can be selected is published semi-
monthly in a four-page (double column) tract. The
last issued, No. 19, contains—% What Killed Him ?”
“ An Anglish Holiday,” * Aleohol is Food,” and # The
Rum Fiend’s Song.”

The subscription prize is S1.50 per annum for 20
copies of each number issued to one nddress, or 430
tracts in the cowse of a year, equal to nearly 4000
pages of the common tract forw, and in a shape more
likely to be read, "Theee hundred assorted numbers
of these tracts will be sent for §1. Tu all cases the
publishers pay the postage.

JOUN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal,

SHEERT MUSIC.

HURCTT CIIOIRS, Choral Classes, Fumilies, &e.,

will find in the following list of Sheet Music

many very heautiful pieces from which to scleet, and
the prices place them within the reach of all:—

Per 100.
Waiting by the River....cooivaviiin., . B0 cents.
Gently, Lord, Oh, Gently Lead Us.. ..., 76 «
Angels' Welcome ..., -« § A
Nearer Home ......... 8 """ 7 00 vern o
Your Mission.e.sseverssseenrnerasioens 5
Happy Meeling....oooveveanvinas .
The 01d, 01d Story (Iymn)........... .. % 5w
Waiting, Only Weiting, (Hymn).........
The House Upon a Rock... % N
The Shining Way......... IR
Gentle WOTdS .. iiee vavtnn vivann mavewaenesh) &
Beyond the Smiling and the Weeping .......50 «

Climbing up Zion’s Hill.. ..,

MONTEAL
BOOT & SHOE GOMPY,
924 ST. MAURICE STREET,
MONTREAL.

MANUFAGCTURERS

ANY WHOLESALE DEALERS ¥

Boots & Shoes,
LEATIIER,

AND

LEATHER FINDINGS.

OrnErs BY MaIrn Proyrerny Arrenpep o.

April 5, 1871,

Orange Lodge Director

Fontreal Todges meet at 81 St. James Street.

DUKY OF YORK L. 0. 1., No. 413.

The Regular Mouthly Mccting of this Lodge will
be Leld inthe Lodge Room, on WEDNESDAY, the

12th April, at 8, p.m,
TIHOS. PORTER, W.M,

DERRY L. 0. L., No. 224.

This Lodge will hold its next Regular Meeling on
THURSDAY, the 13th day of April, at 8, pa.

BOYNE L. 0. T., No. 401

The Regular Monthiy Mceting of this Lodge, will
be Lield on FRIDAY NEXT, the 21st inst, nt 8, pm.

The Angel Boatman, (Mymn).. v . ..., .....75 ¢
Move Like Jesus, (Hymn).....

Shall We Gather at the River?', 15«
Angels Hovering Round .,,.,,.¢ """ """ :
Something to do in Heaven ...,, Ny ou
Leave Me with Jesus, (Hlymn) .. 2 et
Christmas Carol............ veeneean 15

Evening .eoveyvunas [P ) I

JOHON DOUGALL & SON,
PPublishers, Montreal.

THE
TAMILY DOCTOR
on,
HRS. BARRY aud Her Bourbon.
CHEAP RE-PRINT of this Thrilling TEMPER-
e ANCE TALE, in handsome pamphlet form, is
now ready.
Prick, TwrENTY-FIve CENTS.

A Liberal Discout to the Trade.
JOHN DOUGATLT & SON,
Publishers, dMontireal

THE FENIAN RAID Ol 1870.
A ifandsome IRook of 8¢ X’ages,
CONTAINING THE
STORY OF THE RAID OF 1870,

By Reporters present at the Scenes,
CONTENTS :

The Mustering in Arms; Condition of the Monireal
Force; Progress of the Advance Battalion to the Front;
The Volunteers and Jfome Guards Mustering on the
Frontier; Approach of ibe Fenians; The Fight at
Tecles Hill; The Avrest of General ('Neill; Second
Skirmish and Repulse; After the Fight; The Reserves
at St. John's; The Fenian Raid on the Huntingdon
Frontier; Cailing out the 50th Battalion; Receipt of
the News in Quebec; Departure and Journey of the
Garrizon Artillery and Engincers; List of Oflicers.

ILLUSTRATIONS:

" Portrait of Lieut-Gen. Hon. James Lindsay ; Port-
raii of Lt.-Col. W. Osborn Smith, D. A. (.} Actiop
at Fecles Hillj Portrait of Lient.~Col, Chambetlain ;
Portrait of Capt. Asa Westover; Portrait of Lieut.-
Col. McEachern; Plan of the Field of Action, Trout
River; Advance of the 50th Borderers; Volunteer
Cawmp at ITolbrook's. .

A Third Edition of this interesting Work is now
ready.
Puick, TweNTy-Five Cexrs,

JOHN DOUGALL & SON.

April 5, 1871,

WANTED.

A Sitwation as Bookkecper, by a married man, of
considerable experience in England and in America.
Address J. H. 8, box 709, P.O., Montreal,

Publishers, Montreal,

in the Lodge Room,

BLDON L. O. L. No. 304.

The next Regular Monthly Mccting of this Lodge-
will be held on TUESDAY, the 4ih day of April,.
at 8, p.m.

DUNBAR BROWNE, W.M,.

DOMINION L. O. L., No. 1263.

The next Regular Monthly meeting of this Lodge,
will e held on THURSDAY EVENING, the sixth
day of April,at 8 p. m.

PRINCE OF WALLS L. 0. L, No. 364.

This Lodge will hold its next Regular Monthly
Mecting on FRIDAY, the Tth day of April, at 8 p.n.

WANTED.

A respeetable young man of good address, to can-
vass for o new publieation,”?
Apply at this office,

ASSIENEE'S

BANKRUPT

oF

RINGLAND & STEWARLT.

$6,000 WORTEL
Hoisery, Gloves,
Haberdasherry,

TO BE SO0LD RETA{L, AT

SALE.

STCCK

— B\ a

AuctionPrices

AT 398 ST JAMES STAERT

Between Witness Office and' Ottawa Hotel,

ist Fehruary, 1871,

February 15, 1871,




