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at all other markets, and the advices fromt

aibroad codeur,
- Prints have shsown a slight iuprovemelt,

especially for dark fancy prints.
Dress goods have been conparatively slov

in agents' Ihands, and shawls have continued
dull in the bands of both agents and jobbers.

- llardware dealers seeis tu think they are
doing about as mucIs business as can be expect-
ed for the seasons, and the toise of the market is,

on the hIsole, steady.
- Yesterday gold opesned it 100, steadily de-

cliniig to i0S . On gold loans the rates wVere
2ý to 4 per cent. for carrying. It is estimated

tisat fully $5,000,000 specie shipped fron
Europe te New York is nowe on ils way here.

-- The exports of doimestic products for the
week anolunted te S,133,017.

- The recent increased desmand for grain and

petroleunm in European markets ias caused con-
siderable moveneut in those commnsodities in

this country, and Western shippers have been
actively engaged in sending the first-namned
product tu the sea-board. The trunk lines of

railroad have had their full share of the busi-
ness, and, se far as New York is concerned, thsere
bas, as yet, been no difliculty encounttered in

the way of obtaininsg transportation facilities.
Operators forsvardinsg thseir grain by the Penn-
sylvania Riaiilroad and its connections, howvever,
do not seem to have fared se wvell as those -who
have sent their grain forward by the other lines,
os tere lias been, iL is said, a great scarcity of
cars along the whole route. The shippers coin-

plained bitterly of the delays experienced, and
alleged that CoL Scott, the President of the
Pennsylvania Road, hald caused the whole
trouble, They said lie lid purposely withhield
the cars, hoping son te coume to some agree-
ment with the managers of the otlier trunk
lines by wehich the rîtes of freight msight b
raised, Becoming convinced ailit lie could net
accomislis lis purpose, lie yielded te the de-
isains for transportation, %ii a few days ago
began sending eiity cars wvestvard at the
rate of fron 2,000 to 2,500 per dsay, against
1,300 to1,400 comingeast, Alihoigh the harge
shipments of grain and petroleui coming te
this port have not overburdeied the railroads,
thsere ias been considerable difticulty expe-
rienceI amsiong the smserchants in procuring sifui-
cient freight ron, all the available piers being
occupied by vessels taking in these produsets,
while nany others are lyiig in the bay, awaiting
an opportuinity to land.

- The exports during last week of cotton
goods fromt) this port to foreign markets reached
ï13 packages, the mîost important lots of which

were shipped as follows : 200 packages to Great
Britain, 5 te llhyti, 85 to Venezuela, 80 te Ger-
many, 82 te Newr Granada, 60 to the British
North Anerican colonies, 23 to the British West
Indies, etc., etc. Prices for cotton goods were
steadily maintainsed by agents, and an advance
of fron 7; to 10 per cent. was made upon tick-
legs and denimsus producedl by the Amoskeag
ianfacturing Company. Heavy standard
brown sheetings and fouir-yard browns were
quietly distriiuted te a considerable ainosint,
and goodus of this class are firi, because of an
inscreased export demand.

- The New England bootandshoemanufac-
turers complain that, in consequence :of the

heavy advance in prices of hides and leatier
their business has been imaterially afflected.
Within the past four months pricus of hides
have advanced frons five to six cents per pouid
in this manrket, anid unsuuually large sales have
been made.

- The fur trade inproves as the weather
gels colder, but " iard tines " prevents the
usual beavy puîrclases and, in umany cases, Per-
sian Lamb takes the place of the original seal-
skin.

- The United States annual report upon
Commercial Relations preseit, amssong otIers,
the followeing facts as te the trade of this coun-
try with Canada: -- The general comeunorce of
Canada lias suffered a large decrease during the
fiscal year ending Joue 30, 1875. The total
value of exports fromt the Dominion, exclusive
of coin and bullion, have amousnted to $74,628,-
212, being a reduction of nearly S10,000,000
from the previous year. The commerce with
the United States exhibits a diminution cf St,-
8947,6e3 in the iuprts fromn the Dominion, and
of $3,477,752 u inimports from this couintry.
The balance of trade appears te b in favor of
the United States by nearly S22,000,000. li the
year 1872 il %sas ini f2avor of Canada.

- It is rumored that, in consequence of the
legal dilliculty lin bringing back, the defauslting

psayinig teller, Ellis, fron the British Provinces,
a comnpromise is likely to bu ellectei itween
tiePark Bank officials and the fugitive, by
wluch tie former will regain a portion of the
moeney abstracted fromt the Bank.

G OTH AM. •

AMERICAN INSURANCE COIPANIES.

A New York daily lias the following sensible
reisaits anenît tie recently developed wan

t of

púiblic coulidenîce lis somse of the Life compan-
ies is tiat city:-Since the failuire of the Coi-
tinental Life Insuirance Ucotpaniiy a series Of
suits aganist otier compan ies have lieen issu-
tusted, and just at present there seemns t be a
charge aIl alonsg the lines. For several years
past there lias been more or less dissatisfaction
unmong policy-holders. Tis may net have
grown, but it is evidently ripeining. Uniqies-
tionably the liard timues have had Most to do

vith its present aspect. On the cise hind a

very large number of policy-liolders have with-
in two or three years fouînd the usual payment

of premiims ais exceedinly cary burden.

Struggling for relief, they have soughst te com"-
promise their policies, so that their annasîl pay-
mîents should eitler be reduiced or cease ali-
together. Upon applying to have such chanîges
msaie they have usually been surprised at dis-

covering hov salait a value cou ho relirnel
to thesm where they had invested so much. To

the large numibers of this class there has been

ad ded the considerable percentage of a far sore
usîîaîîy Crcwd-the holders of policies in com-

panlies that have been sold ouit and aialgaia.
ted. Put by such a proces s without aniy voice
il, tis matter on the list of the insured in a
company hose very niame nay have been

before utknowyn te themu, their policies weith
the reserved value thus heing transferred la the

keeping of strangers, it is ce wonder that suich

policy-holders are disconteuted. The iajority

of them · snay content themselves with the
thouglt that perhaps the transfer makes the

best of a bad bargain. A minority is natuirally
angry enougi to join in a crusade against the
companies. Ou the other hand it is not to be
denied that the companies thenselves have
been more or less hurt by the liard times, and
that several of them are less able to meet
assault tha they were a few years ago. It
used to be said that or life insurance system
did not permit such sudden attacks as muay bu
made oi otlher corporations. A run such as
eau be made on a bank, or a sweeping loss
such as may fail on fire sunderwriters, is iipro-
hable if not impossible lu the case of tife
insiurance coumpames; lience, It Was argued
investment with the last-iamed concerns is
comparatively secure. Ail this is now
changed-at least te some extent. Those
who organize attacks upon life insurance
have improved their methods. In the Conti-
nentals case they have been shockingly suc-
cessful. It is perhaps toc soon te say that
siilar issaults may niot develop sinilar weak-
ness elsewhere. Mucli of the doubt that liangs
over these cases arises from the uncertaimties.
of the laiw. If sone onse of onrjudges, for in-
stance, should exhibit a willinsgness te tend au
car to such comuplaints, thre is little doubt
that plesty of the discontented wold seek his
Court. If a decision should be made that the
transfer of policies by the process of ansalgama-
tion without the consent of their owners is ille-
gal, there would bc a terrible shaking among
iansy of the comspansies that lase swallowed
their weaker brethren.

It is very evident that ais enormssous amssounît
of damsage iay folione sici attacks; it is not
ut all clear thiat munch good will resilt. .The
comspanies have been and are doing everything
in their power to retrieve. There las never
been a lime wlen froin the higihest to the lo-
est there was such ais effort on the part of life
insurance maiagers to gilard tieir iivestimients,
to cut down expenses, and, in short, te put
tieir hosuses in order. The holders of policies
in a company stand in the relation of partners
with il; if stiey try liard they mifay ierliapls
break tuip the coiceri ; but in se doing they
will simply destroy theuir own property.

OUR NEW SEA-FARM.

The explorations Made by Professer 1Hind on
the coast of Labrador during the past summer
are likely te prove of great inportance to our
hislierios.

'isie vialise of the Labrador isieiiss to New-
foiiuiand may be j ouged f fromit the fact that
close upon a third of lier enîtire catch of codfish
is taken there, while the ayerige catch cf ber-
rimgs is 100,000 barrels, and cf salimon over 300
tierces. Auericans and Canadians resort to
Labrador im great numnbers i and conpetent
jusdges estimsate the preseit annual:value of tise
Labrabor fisieries at £1,200,000 sterling. Our
fiseriieii resort te Labrador about the etd cf
June and reuasin till the middle of October.
The dimensions of the great peninsila of Lab-
rader are enormous. StartinZg.fromn Blle le
Straits, wehich separate Newfoundland fron

Labrador, and followeiig the constlioe to Cape
Wolfsteniolme, the imost nortLhern pointe wec
find that we have passed over 1,100 uiles of
coast. The leigth or the entire territory is
close upon 1,000 miles, the breadth 850 mies i


