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' WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED.

—

Does the Apostle mean simply to say, that he proclaims the his-
torica] fact, that Jesus died upon the cross ?  Surely not : about that
Yere was no dispute, either ou the part of Jew or of Greek : on the
Ditrary, it was the very ground of their objections. He evidently
lﬂeans,' We preach a erucified Saviour, as the dxstmgsns:hmg
d saving doctrine of the Gospel; mnto us which are saved,il is lhe
Power of Ciod: in other words, it is the power of God unlo salvation
‘ol"”t’r'y one thal believeth. This doctrine was to the Jews a stum-
!)I'“g~block, or stone of offence ; not because they had any difficulty
'8 admitting that sin night be expiated by sacrifice, a notion v hich
Wi Perfecti’y familiar to them, and characteristic of theu-.own rlelh-
00 ; but because they could not bring themselves to.belleve,.ht at
Y person could be their Messiah, who had submitted to such an
“ftremity of humiliation and disgrace. But to the Greeks, on the
ther hand, it would be no conclusive argument against the truth of
Y3ystem, that its author had undergone a violent, or even an igno-
nous death; for some of their own most em.iucgt aqd revered
l’hil()sophers had suffered death, for imputed innovations in matters
religion. At all events, there was no foolishness in the 110“0{1,
that o very excellent and wise teacher was unjustly deprived of life. The
Yolishness to them was that the death of Jesus on the cross. should be
$elared to be the means of procuring salvation to mankind, .’I'ius
38 astrange doctrine ; not 1o be accounted for on their priacipes
Philosophy; that Jesus Christ should be offered up upon the cross,
A sati tion for the sins of the whole world; and that,in token
Of that satisfaction, God should have raised him up from the dead
% the third day. o
we inquire, in the next place, what satisfaction can have been
de for our sins—for of ourselves we are no more able to-make any
ends, or reparation now, than our forefathers were at any period
% the world—our own reason can give us no answer: but the
%ripturvs tell us, that the death of Christ has effected it. He was
“ucified for our sins; his blood was shed, and his life poured out, as
M atonement or peace-making for us. There is no other km(! of
b Onement, 1o other means of peace poiuted out in the word O‘f (“}d;
U this-is set forth in language as plin, as strong, and as affecting
the importance of the doctrine required.— Lishop Llovmfield.

O N e R

BISHOP RIDLEY.

—

Ve!’y affectionate and truly beautiful isthis excellent prelnte"s apos-
:rgléhe to his college, Pembroke Hall Cambridyge, just before his mar-
“dom,
% Farewell, Pembroke Tlall, of late my own college, my cure ; and
';K charge,—What case thon artnow in, God knoweth I'trow not well.
0u wast ever named, since I knew thee, which is not thirty years
59, to be studious, well learned, and a great setter forth of Christ’s
]“‘%pel,and of God’s true word., So Ifound thee, blessed he God,so [
t?,ft thee, indeed, Woe is me, for thee, my dear college, if thou suffer
Q}yﬂelf by anv means to be brought frem that trade. In thy or-
"ard,"(the walls, butts, and trees, 1f they could speak, would Lear me
ness) T Jearned without Look almost all 8t. Paul’s Epistles, vea and
.t,@en‘ all the canonical Epistles, save only the Apocalypse: of which
oY thongh in time a great part did depart from me, yet the sweet
&ﬂt thereof, T trnst [sball carry to heaven with me,—the profit
Teof, 1 think 1 have felt fu all my life-time ever alter.”— 44 wrcer.

ANITIIAIL AL L s

BisIIOP WILSON.

kh: More interesting spectacle could scarcely have heen exhilited to
The"b‘e of the philanthropist, than the Bishop’s demesne presented.
Wiu:e he might have seen manufactories of different kinds carried on
tage greater energy and activity, thau any prospect of secular advan-
apg Could have prodaced. Benevolence gave motion to the wh'oe.ls,
teg, Sty guided every operation. Days of patriarchal simplicity

"ed to have returned. The materials required in manufacturinggar-
qe:l‘s for the poor, were procured in exchange for the producc of the
tuy; ®sne. Artisans of different kinds were busily employed in manufac-

"8 these matcriuls. The poor’s wardrobe was kept always supplied

o — )
with garments of every size, suited to every sex andage. The poor who
could weave or spin, repaired to Bishop’s Court with their webs, their
yara and worsted, as to a general mart, were they bartered their dif-
ferent articles for corn. This traffic of charity was regularly
carried on. Every species of distress found relief at Bishop’s Court.
Whether the hungry or na.ed applied, their claims were sure to be
considered, and liberally answered. The attention of this real friend
to the poor, extended to the minutest circumstances of their condi-
tion. e was in the habit of purchasing an asortment of specta-
cles, and distributing them amongst the aged poor, whose eye sight
begran to fail, that such of themn as could read, might read their Bible
by means of this seasonable aid: and that such of them as could not
might, as their kind benefactor expressed it, use these glasses “to
help them to thread a needle to mend their clothes.” Imagination
can scarcely picture a more pleasing and interesting scene, than
that which presents the pious and venerable Bishop Wilson distri-
buting spectacles amongst a crowd of the aged poor for such purposes
as these.—~Stowell's Life of W ilson.

AR TR TARLAAE

TIHE TRANSFIGURATION.

One great purpose of this singular scene of the Transfiguration
seems to have been, to represent the cessation of the Jewish, and the
commencement of the Christian dispensation. It appears to have
l)(‘vﬂn one very pl'emiling projndice amony the disciples, that the
“’llo!e Mosaical law, the cercmonial as well as the wmoral, was to
continug in ful' force uuder the Gospel, and that the authority
of Moses and the Prophets was not in any respect to give way to
t;he.ﬂst:t"}islnnnnt of Christianity, but to be placed on an equal
footiug with that of Christ. To correct these €rroneous opinions,
this ~cona of the Trainsfignration was presented to three chosen
d:c}:lple‘s. Moses and Elias wore undounbtedly most proper represen-
tutives of the Law and the Prophets ; and when the three disciples
saw these iillustrious persons conversing familiarly with Jesus, they
]"‘0?”1')!)’ were confirmed in their opinion, that they were of equ‘«il
authority  with Ilim. But the gracious words which issued frem
the c‘.qwl most clearly explained the meaning of what was passing be-
fore t te eyes of the disciples : * Iear ye him, my beloved Son.” The
conclusion tog of the whole scene harmonizes with this declaration :
‘;\11 'ses and Elias instantly disappear; and “ when the dgisciples lift up
tireir eyes, they see no muan save Jesus only.””  The former objects of
their veneration are no more ; Christ remains alone, their unrivalled
and undisputed sovereign.

But, besides this primary and immediate design of the Transtigu-
ration, tl}ut event was perhaps intended to answer other purposes of
great utillty, Awmong others it afferded a striking additional proof
o.f tlle.dn*ine mission of Christ; for here wa3s one of the few occa-
s1ons in which God [the Father] HimseX was pleased as it were
personally to interpose and to make an open decluration from Heaven
in favour of his Sou.  Aud besides this, a particular attestation was
given on the Mount to two of the principal doctrines of Christianity ;
a general resurrection, and a day of retribution. The visible and
illustrion. representation of these doctrines in the glorified appearance
of Christ, and Moses and Elias, is appealed to by St. Peter, whe
saw ity as one couvincing proof, among others, that” « he had not fol-
lowed ennning!y devised fallos, when le made known the power and
coming of our Lord.”—Biviiop Portens.

We inay make snother use of the circumstances attending the Trans-
firuration of our Lord, At another time he told ihe Sadducees, who
disputed the rosurrection, that Godis notthe God of the dead, but of the
living.  The personal appearance of Moses and Llias, and their talking
with our Lord, praves without doubt, (that is, if we are to credit the
account) thut the interval between the death of the body and the
resurrection, is not a state of insensibility, but of life, activity, and, to
the good, of glory, houor, and happiness.— Ed.

—

He that will believe only what he can fully comprehend, must have
avery long liead, or a very short creed.  Many gain a false credit for
liberality of sentiment in religious w atters, not from any tenderness
they may have to the opinions or consciousness of other men, but

because they happen to have no opinion or conscience of their own.

He that is good will infallibly become better,and be that is bad will

ascertainly hecome worse : for vice, virtue, and time, are three things
that never stand still. '



