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CORRESPONDENCH
LR BETWEEN
J.BARKER AND TIE BODY OF CIIRIS-
TIANS OF AMERICA.

) Boston, January 1st, 1847,
REV. JOSEPI BARKER:

Dzar Sir,—¢ Asa Committee appointed by
a Convention of Christian ministers, held
October 7, 1816, at Union Mills, Fulton
County, State of New York, we address youn
for the purpose of ascertaining more definitely
and fully the character of the Reform in
whicl you are engaged. Our sympathies
embrace all {rue Reformers, who are labouring
to redeem the church from error, both in doc-
trine and in practice; and, regarding you in
this light, we desire from your own pen a
statement of the principles “of fuuth, uction,
and Christian union in which you confide, for
the recovery of man from the error of his
ways, and for the prosperity of Zion.

Perhaps you may wish to know more par-
ticularly of the denomination who are so
deeply interested in your cause, and who seek
to open a friendly communication with you.
. Wesunnose that they stand upon similar views
with yourself. This denomination has never
taken a Sectarian name, and it is probahle
that it never will.  lts members are known
only by the ancient, Scriptural and Catholic
name ¢ Christians;® which name they cheer-
fully give to all who live the fives which this
holy word signifies, whether their doctrinal
speculations are with them or not, With the
first years of the present century this class of
Christians arose: in the East, the West, and
the South there was a simultaneous move-
ment, with no one man as its cause or repre-
senfative. Dlusses of people unknown to
each other started up, demanding the Bible as
their only creed, perfect religious freedom as
theirinalienable right, and Cluisiian character
as the only authorized test of Christian fellow-
ship. Thus spontancons was the movement
in which the denomination had its origin.

Since thattime, churches have heen planted
in the several States of this republic, and
nearly 1600 ministers and churches comprise
ilieir present number.  Bat it may not be im-
proper to state a few generalideas, which the
useof this religious ireedom in the investi-
gation of truth, has quite generally established
among them. Godis worshipped as Oxe—
Yiis Unity is not divided into three persons, but
is believed to exist in One person, the Father
Almighty. You perceive, therefore, that they
are not Trinitarians:  They acknowledge
‘Jesus as the Son of God, the only Saviour, the
Mediator between God and men. " They be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, and pray for itasthe
divine influence which Ged will send and give
{o all who ask it; us the comforter, as the
helper of our infirmities, as the reprover of
sin, and the support of holiness throughout the
‘whole earth. .

They think that the Afonement affects
man as ils prime object.  Iie it is that stands
under clouds of darkness and of sin.  God is
light, and is unchangeably true. Man necds
‘the change, and he receives it.—The gospel,
crowned with the death and resurrection of
-Cluist, is the power of God unto salvation to
all who believe, Regeneration isthe want of
‘every sinner.  The plan of salvation is resto-
vative. 1t brings the lost to God and secures
eternal life. But, sir, neither time nor space
allows us to do juslice to the doctrinal views
on which they stand. A more ample view
may be given at some fature time.  We be-
lieve in progress, we believe in reform.  But
we want the gospel in its light and power 1o
preside over this progress, and to produce this
reform. The Bibleis the eternal light to ages.
The reason may penetrate its truths. We
want freedom tfo study and believe it for our-
selves, independent of all extrivsic authority.
There are those indeed who rob believers of
their freedom, by punishing its conscientious
exercise with exclusion’; and hoivever strong-
1y such sects may declaim against Rome,
is it not clear that they act on the same prin~
ciple? . The difference is in favour of the
Pope ; for he offers no freedom, only the liberly

“to believe what the church affirms; but the
proscriptive Protestant holds out {reedom to
you with one hand, and retains a whip in the
other,-should you use the freedom against his
avill. "The truth howevermakes frée. Man can-
not be strong without the free use of his powers,
Man errs, it is true, in his altempts at truth, as
the child falls inhis attempts at walking. DBut
woilld we say the child shall not walk lest he
fall? No sooner would we say, the disciple
shall not_be free lest he err. WWhy should
Christians allow a name, the form of an ex-
ternal rite, or a metely intellectual speculation
lo divide thém in feeling? Do we not need
tobe ‘enlasged with gospel views of Christian
brotherhood? Ouglt ‘not they who have
light to go forth with the burning xzeal and
self-sacrifice of the ancient disciples and
apostles, and, in.prudence and love, labour to
resiore the Christianity of ancient days?

We rejoice, sir, to think that you are doing
#-work of this kind among the mass of the
people in England, and we pray that you may
find gredt success. We have Some knowledge

of the cause you represent, DBut we greatly
desire to know still more. Will you be so
kind as to give usa full account of the leading
views you embrace, of the name, rise and
present prosperity of your people. There are
now some five periodicals in the Christian de-
nomination, all of which would gladly publish
your statements. We should be very happy
as a people to receive a visit from you in this
country, The churches would hear you with
candour, and would give you a fraternal
welcome.  Please answer this as soon as con-
venicnt,??
We are, dear Sir, very tiuly yours,

Ers. Hovrnanp,

N. SUMMERBELLE,

B, 8. Favrox,

Commiltee.

ANSWER,
My Dear Frizxps,—I thank you for your
kind and interesting letter. I was aware of
the existence of your community, and liad
heard somnething of its character and prin-
ciples ; but | wasnotaware, before I receiv-
ed your letter, that you had become so
ecnerally Auti-trinitarian in your views, or
that you were of such a reforming character.
The perusal of your letier has given me
areat pleasure, and 1 lose no time in sending
youmy reply. 1 shall srive you the informa-
tion which "you desire, respecting myself
and the Christian friends with whom [ am
specially conneeted, as brielly and as freely
as I can, and [ trust our correspondencee may
prove mutually pleasing aud profitable.
1 was myself brouoht up among the Me-
THonrsTs, and became a member of the
Methodist Society when I was about sixteen
years of age- My views at that tine; so far
as T can recollect, were exceedingly simple.
[ believed in God and in Christ; in the dis-
tinction between rizht and wrong, and in my
own accountability to God 5 ina future judg-
ment ;_in the everlasting blesseduness of the
righteonsness, and the everlasting punish-
ment of the wicked. I believed that God
required men to deny themselves of all un-
sodliness and sinful pleasures, and to live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre-
sent world 3 and 1 have no distinet recollec-
tion that my views at that time went any
further than this.  With respect to the doc-
trines of the Trinity, of the Supreme God-
head of Christ, of Salisfaction to Divine
Justice, of Natural and Total Depravity, and
the like, I had not, so far as 1 can remem-
ber, any thoughts at all- These were doc-
trines of which I had cither not heard, or
doetrines which, if I kad heard of them, had
made no impresssion upon my mind.
was, at that period, so far as I ean rvecollect,
a simple-minded rational Chyistian.
But I had not been long in the Methodist
Socicty, before [ began to hear people talk
about those matters, I had not been long in
the Society before I was given to understand
that it was necessary for me to believe all
those doctrines, if 1 would be a proper
Clristian, and especially if I would be a
preacher.  As soon as I joined the Society,
I ieard people talk about a peculiar kind of
faith which was said to be necessary to
salvation, different from the common belief
in God, in Clulst, and in the truth unfolded
in the Gospel; and [ began to seek after
this new kind of faith. 1 also began to la-
bour to understand those peculiar doctrines
respecting the Trinity, and the like; and
for years my mind was harassed and be-
wildered with those matters. At one period
of my life I supposed myself a believerin
the peculinr doctrines of orthodexy, and if I
did not believe in those doctrines, 1 acquiesced
in them ; I did not r¢ject them. It was not,
however, long before my mind gathered
strength enough to investigate those matters,

the teachings of Christ and his apostles. I
then begau to have doubts on some of those
points. 1 especially began to. doubt some

respecting the object of Clirist’s death. f

by the New Testament.  As I proceeded in
trine of the Lternal Sonship, and to believe
in the Unity of God.
lieved in the Godhead of Churist, thongh not
in the existence of separate persons in the
Godhead.

tion of a second person inthe Trinity. I now
laid aside the use of the word T'rinily alto-
gether, as well as of the word persons when
speaking of the Divine Being. . I'still called
Jesus God, and thought myself right in so
doing; for though I did not believe in the
existence of more than one God, or in the
exisienice of separate persons in the God-
head, I siill believed that Jesus was called
God in the sacred writings, and that the fact

for his being called God, as well as for his
being worshipped as God,- With respectto
the Holy Spirit, I considered it to ba the

and to test them by what I had learned of

of the representations given by orthodoxy

then began to lave doubts with respect to
the nature of that faith which was required

my inquivies, I was led 1o reject the doe-

I still, however, be-

I supposed Christ to be the in-
carnation of the l«‘:ul]er; and not the incarna~

that Gad dwelt in him was a sufficient reason

same God that dwelt in Christ, operating in

a peculiar manner in the
human salvation.

These were my views when I'entered the
New Connexion, and became a travelling
preacher in that body.  The list of doctrines
drew up by thatbody waschiefly expressed in
Seripture language, and the Scriptures were
laid down in the list of doctrines asa perfect
rule of faith and practice ; 1 therefore found
no difficulty in subseribing that list, with the
exception of two orthree wotds.  Asmyob-
jection to those two or three words was not
cunsidered a suflicient reason for excluding
me from itheministry in that body, I beeame
in 1828, anew Conmexion travelling preacher
ontrial. I wasthenrathermore thantwenty-
two years of age. About four years and a
half after that tine, I was received into full
Connexion. 1wasnot however received with-
out objections. During the time of my proba-
tion, my views had become more heterodox
than they were at the time that T entered on
my probation, and the freedom with which
1 had conversed on my religious opinions
with ministers and others, had given rise to
serious rumours respecting my heterodoxy,
and some had expressed a strong assurance
that I was not fit to be received into their
comunuuity. A commitlce was appointed
to meet me previous te my receplion, in
order to ascertain what my views were,
especially with respect to the Trinity and
the doetrine of Atonement. T stated at once
my objection to use the word Lrinity, at the
same tinme stating my beliel tn the divinity
of Christ and of the 1loly Spirit, adding, that
I believed that the Seriptures spoke of the
Fatlier, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, as
we should speak of three separate persons,
but that what it was in the divine beine that
gave rise to such a mode of speuking, I did
not understand, bot regarded it as amystery-
I also stated wny firm belief in the doctrine
of the Atonewent, but refused to state that
{ considered the death of Christ s o satis-
faction to the justice of God. o prevent
mistake, I wrole down my statement, and
save a copy of it to the deputation. \When
it was presented to the Counference, some
objected to its reception, stating that it was
no more than what a Unitavian or a Socinian
might say s others pleaded strongly in favour
of its reception, contending that it wus as
much as auy man oughl to say, and as much
as any man was warranted by the sacred
Seriptures in gaying.  Those who were in
favour of its reception, prevailed, and I was
admitted as & minister in full connexion. *

In the year 1835 I commenced the publi-
cation of a small periodical called the Evax-
GELICAL ReForyeR.  Inthe twentieth nun-
ber £ published an article on crEEDS, in which
[ contended that all human creeds were
useless and mischievous,—that they served
only to strengthen error and to oppress the
truth,~—that they gave power to the indolent
and ambitious in the church, and led to the
persecution of the thonghtful, the intelligent
and the fuithful. I pleaded for the Bible as
the only rule of faith and practice, according
to an article in our list of doctrines, and ac-
cording to the principle professed and conten-
ded for by Protestants generally. This article
was censured at the following Conference as
erronecous and dangerous, and the censure was
published in the minutes.

About this time also T met with a volume of
the works of your celebrated countryman,
William Illery Channing, and was so de-
lighted with it, that I forined the purpose of
publishing it as soon as 1 could de so, and
spolce of my intention in my small periodical.
This commendation of Channing, and some
other articles in my XEvangelical Reformer,
were made the ground of another prosecution
at the Conference following, wheu resolutions
were passed suspending ot expelling me in
eflect, unless 1 could give some kind of
guarantee that I would not disturb or alarm
the leading members of the Conuexion any
more. The proceedings of Conference how-
ever met with serious opposition from the
people without, and created a terrible excite-
ment. This led the Conference to scek an
inferview with me, and make offers of peace,
which ended in a temporary seftlement of the
dispute. )

In this Conference it had been laid down
as a principle, that inreligious discussions we
had no right io appeal to the sacred writings,
—that the standard of appeal in Conference
investigations into the soundness of a ninis-
ter’s principles, were the writings of John
Wesley,—that the question to be decided in
reference to my opinions was, not whether
they were in accordance with the Scriplures,
but whether they were in accordince with
those inferprefafions of the Seriptures con-
tained in John Wesley’s sermons, and in his
notes on the New Testament. Towards the
close of this year I concluded my Evangelical
Reformer.  In the last number of this work I
took occasion 1o ~ontradict a rumour that has
been circulated by some of the preacheérs, that
[ had recantedsome of the things which [ had
published in that work. I also took occasion
to publish my protest against the principle
which had been laid down in the Conference

great work of

respecting the standard of appeal in theological
disputes, and to declare my determination to
acknowledge no authority in matters of faith
or in mallers of practice but the Scriptures.
Thisrenewed the controversy, and a few days
before the Conference, the leading ministet of
the Connexion sent out a letter designed fo
prepare the way for my expulsion.  Theletler
was an exceedingly weak one, and proved the
writer to be exceedingly ignorant on the sub-
jeet in debate.  Before the second day of the
Conference had passed over, iny reply was
out, and was circulated extensively through-
out the district where the Conference was
held, The effect of this reply upon the
people was such that the Conference was
divided, and came to tenns again, and I con~
tinued in the Connexion as bhefore.

During the following year I proceeded still
further in my opposition to creeds, as well as
{o some of the rules and customs of the Con~
nexion. On this oceasion the annual com-
mittee had a secret meeting, and stat round
circulars to the superintendent preachers, and
the leading friends throughout the Connexion,
respecting the danger to the Connexion if I
were continued any longer in the body, and
urging the necessity of my expulsion forth-
with.  The plan succeeded. Though by far
the majority of the people were in favour of
my continuance in the body, the ruling party
were against me, and in the Conference they
had a large majority. I wasaccordingly ex-
pelled, together with two other ministers who
held views somewhat similar to my own on
many subjects.

The Connexion at that time numbered about
Lwventy-two thotisand members.  From six to
seven thousand of those, including a great
number of local preachers, class-leaders, and
other officers of the Connexion, left the body,
and formed themselves into separate congre-
gational churches.  Dost of those were
Methodists of a liberal character, Methodists
who were wishful to have religion made plain
to them, and who were prepared, wherever
Methodism was found to be at vartance with
the teachings of Cliist, to set the doctrines of
Methodism aside, and to embrace the simple
teachings of Jesus in their stead.

* * " L3 - -

As far as J can judge, the principles which
Tadvocate,are spreading very rapidly through-
out the country.  Both the number of churches
and the number of individuuls holding those
views, are far greater than they were a year
and a half ago.  There are, at present, as far
as I can learn, upwards of thre¢ hundred
churches ineeting together on the simple prin-
ciple of faith in Jesus as the Christ, for the
ohject of promoting cach other’s improvement
in knowledge and piety, and of advancing the
cause of truth and vighteousness in the world.
These churches vary in point of numbers;
some of them are very sinall; others of them
are ratherlarge. Insome cases not more than
six, or a dozen, or a score mceet together; in
others several hundreds assemble.  The whole
number of members contained in those
churches, I cannot ascertain; but it can
scarcely be less than from ten to fifteen
thousand, * - oo * *
The number of persons who have Leen led,
during the lust three or four years, to embrace
the sentiments which we advocale, cannot be less
than from thirfy to forly thousund. "

What our views are on most subjects, you
will be able to learn from the accompanying
publications. * * * * -

The principles which we advocate are at
present spreading more rapidiy than at any
former period. Not only are vast multitudes
cager fo hear what we lave to say in our
Jectures, but anxious to obtain our publica-
tions. Several of the churches witl which [
am conuected have lately built lecture-rooms
and school-rooms, and instituted {ree-libraries
and reading-rooms. * * * * .

I' thank you for your invitation to visit you.
1t has long been my wish to see your country,
and to observe the work of reform as itis pro-
gressing amongst you, and at times I entertain
a hope, and even a belief, that L shall one day
be able to accept your Kind invitation, and
have the pleasure of forming a personal ac-
quaintance with you. But the fulure is all
uncerlain.  How long [ shall live, or how my
future life will be disposed of, is alike unkrown
to me. I do however trust, that whether we
should ever see each other’s face on earth or
not, we shall hold intercourse with each other
by means of letters, and by an exchange of
publications. And T do especially trust, that
we shall do our utmost, in the fear of God,
and {n the love of trith, to enlighten and re-
generale our race, and to bring about that
happy state of things when all shall enjoy to-
gether the blessings of knowledge and free-
tlom, of purity and peace, of fellowship with
God, and the hopes of a’blessed immortality
in heaven.

Yours affectionately, )
Jostrin BARKER.
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