and waterfalls 2. But it is ]mrd to su s be mlbht
have been all he is and more
In the midst of this enchanted ground, or, to
. describe the Jocale of my little story wove parti-
culurly, at the foot of Cross-Fell, stands the small
*yilluge of Melmerby. It consists, to begin with
i its most prominent fenture, of a chureh peeping
. i from its “ Ivy-green” nnd surrounded by nbout
S oseore of \\'lme und "halenm'r cottages, the
Lo clenn windows of \\lnch, together with the neat
_little gardens around them, feneed in with o haw-
.. thurn hedge, cut with the nicest precision, tell, as
plainly as such outward signs can speak, of quict
and domastic comfort and simplecompetency with-
" in their humble and lmplutcndm-r walls, 1 eny-
- thing should be thought wanting in the grandeur
i “of the structures of those lowly dwellings, or in
the mclutcuuml ornaments of their tittle chureh,
: un nmplc cowpensution is found in the mujestic
sycamores und the old clm. trées which hide all
but the bentities of both' from the view. And 11
- they did not, w ‘ould they be,iny more thun, tlig
wentled tower of the Yillage church’ without
their long and living 1u=tur_)° lhq have been’
peoplcd time out of, mind w nh « countless multi-
tude of - rooks and daws and owls. And among
n, throughout “their generativns, there, have
nml rumours of wars ; besides ' putty
incursions ‘iend foray from | anumlus with'w hiclt
1\1&5 could. not “cope ;- still lhl-) gathered nm\
grew, nud c\:endcd their rioisy ‘colony and :ullml
‘wpon c\er) tiew branch 0§:it shot out from thie
parent stem." Tlu.- rooks did; while the daws and
owls ‘rembined’ the same, I do uot know low
they dxspoacd of 'their surplus population. '“m:
“haps they sent them off to some distant colong. -
. There is anolhcr feuture in the landseape stll
: ‘ morcsmlmw ‘than any yet mentioned, and that is
 theriver, lhclullerucror“lml‘,"mmuft"!cnumer-
‘ous tributaries of the beautifal Eden, which winds
it through woodsand rocksaround the
iy oulskms of the hamlet, with w rich level Ilohne
" on one side;and the spur of Cross- ¥ ell,on whichthe
i ullnﬂ'e stands, upon the other, formmg a hend of
ensive rudivs Gl it gets hivly pust the lnst )

""of. the strngghnw cottages, when it is suddenly
- turned (u the w estw urd by o huge fragment of v
rocle’ uudcmly 1ollctl do\\ n I'xom the mountain
This roelk

L, side into its vtherwise qmcr. bcd
! scems 10 liave formed ‘such un obs
course s to have spht ot from i
Vab u pom: where it is about 1o desccml cight or,
tén fect into 5 Jong.and nnrruw \ullc_). On
‘this Jittle full stands the villuge mill, and close b_‘,
it the mlllera house, not odmm ise of any conse-
quenco !.hnn 1hnf. in-it lived the ml“er s duu"hler.

C. 'I‘hls was w: rmcn lun;; beforcthe rlv.'nlh of Sir. W,

slter ; Tiouses,

who lms somellun , ulthough very littlc,'! to'do’
‘with my story. . It must ‘ot from’ this be inferred,
ho\\cvcr, that it did not constitute, with thelittle
mill beside it, u very prominent und picturesque
feature in the 1~mdsupc

The eottnges composing this little hamlet were
all of solid masonry, vuble built, with quoins
aud window aud door-feanes: of cut stone, -and
‘covered like all the houses in-that section of
the conntry, with Dbine slate. " They were all,
with two exeeptions, cottages, in the strictest nc-
ceptativn of the teym,-end nathing move, being
only of one story with nttics lighted by dormant
windows. I love to be pas cular. - These two
exceptions were called, - pr excellence, * The
1louses,” aud were oceupied by families of @ clnss
superior to the col:-wu - Those. being land-.
owners, while thcsc were only tenanté- at-will, . :

Jnstbelow themill, theriver inits wayward wan-
devings takes o, ten off w the “L‘at\\nlld townrds
theEden, rway (rom v.lu. tuut. 't the mountai
which it had clung so 1.10:91_‘, for mllcs, and 1
un extensive field of that rich debris soil, c.ullul in
hun district, "l[u]me -Jand At the " foot” of
lhls fiell, w ln(,h constitutes lho "lcbo, s(nnds the
"villnge chuireh, o large old gothic buildiug, \mh :
S (.h.mcel ulmost 'us, big as the hody of the
(.lllh(.ll. It. oruumente(l with sqlnrc battle-
mented tu\\ er, \nlh hegy vy butevesses, unid coverad
almust c y. \\ it xlu. "I'_) een,” which'n
v distance: i ‘cs it look humezlunr' like one of
the huge suumores that swronadiit. It was
distant lrom the \lllu"c ubntit @ quarter of a mile.
The lule em.io:ure aronnd it constituted the Tust
pes ululu:uug ]-hu.c of the villagers for muny
geaerations and there was wo l\.xb'll'.um\ of the .
living near i1, L\\us lll(lLLd u lovely, nsequester-
ed und romuntie spot. Sppavently held sacred even. -
by the noisy rooks, 'who had seized s lhcu- own
overy other tree in the vicinity. ; i :

The cottuges, and “ houses” fn thi liulo '
]mn_xlt.n o aceupied ‘ut this uu), by” the “dez:
iseendants of their “sonle eenturies agol
Aud they huve' seareely, in a single instance,
“chunged cither the names or the habits of their
enrliest ancestors. I allude, liowever, to o
stnte of things as the commencemiont of the pre~ -
sant century.  Sirce thut - period wonderful
'.\uu'res have t.\Len plm.e in nlmost every hamley
i hat purt of lhc (.ounv.ry in cons cqucm.c of t.hu
mnl)urlcss émigrutions to Awericd. "
i \\’hcn oncof the inhubitants of this \cry\'xllu"e,
nbouh the period Lhave adverted. to, hnd deter=
mmed to seek n home and botter his fortuncs m
this far-off land, he advertised his property for .
sale, and dcscnbcd it as o lmuse, one of, “ tho‘ -
and somo:five ‘or” six.score aeres of
chold lnnd with the! .lppurlcnmlccs and pu-




