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mand of Him who instituted it as the form of adiission into his
Church,) it will follow that here does exist an outward arnd visible sign
of the establishment of a Church—and if'we pursue our enquiries, and
see to whom the commission wag given, and by whom transmitted, it
will equally appear that this cne Baptism is not lcft to be administered
by every one who chocses to assume the right of doing so.

There is one God and Father of all. 'This consideration of the
first article of the Christian’s creced—the belicf in one God the Father
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth-—should serve as a bond to
unite us in Christian unity —£fe is above efl. We then who are the
creatures of his hand should shew him all possible reverence and ador-
ation—and can we render bim a more acceptable service than by obey-
ing the commands of his Son, and by following the rules which he
hath laid down for ws in his holy Church.—Ife is threugh all—Ile
pervades all nature—Lic considers all our actions—He penetrates all
our thoughts—and the knowledge of this should teach us obedience
to his commands.—Ie is in ¢ll.  Ile is ever present with the mem-
bers of his Church—Kis promise from of old still remaining sure and
stedfast—that He will never descrt or forsake his people.

There is one Spirit. 'This is another consideration for the unity of
the Church. Christ when he left her promised to be with her even to
the end of the world ; and after his ascent into Heaven the Holy
Spirit was poured out upon the Apostles, and enabled them to perform
miracles for the furtherance of their commission. But when God saw
that the Church was so firmly established that the gates of hell could
not. prevai] against it, he thought fit to withdraw this miraculous pow-
cr. Butthough this mark is done away, God’s Holy Spirit has never
forsaken her from that time to the presert moment—nrner shall she ever
want the aid and comfort of the promised blessing while she continues
firm and established in the true faith of Clirizt and his Apostles.

There is one hope of our calling. As we all hope for eternal life
in the world to come, and to be united to the Church of the first-born
in Heaven, so should we endeaveur, while in this preparatory state, to
live in the unity of the spirit.  As the hope is one, and commnon to all,
so also is the Church onc which furnishes this hope.

To sum up then the dilicrent peints which censtitute the unity of the
Church, we find she is onc body, Laving cne head, who is over her,
even Christ the Lord—that siie is established in one faith—thet she
is washed by one Baptism—that she is supported by one God—that
she is sanctified by one spirit—that she is animated by one hope. '
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(To ke continued.)



