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NOTES RO TLE LIARITIMNE
PROVIIICES.

In aocordanca with a promise made someo

ime ugo, [ shall endeavour to give & fox

otos which mey bo of intorest to tho road-

Xors of tho Baitisit AveRicAN PRESBYTERIAN.

UNION 1IN THY. £ARY,

Tho Presbytery of St. John in conncction
th the Clareh of Seotland held its regu-
av meoting last week.  Awmong othor busi-
ness of importance transacted by the court
was the unanimous approval of the Basis
of Union,
Whother it is that we manags to keep
piore cool iu consequence of our proximity
to tho sen, thero is little or none of the
strony feoling in rogard to Union, which
geoms to bo stirring up the fiery spirils in
he West to rush into print with the old
battlo cries of disruption times, In fact
{there is very littlo excitemeont, and jus’ as
ittlo enthusiasm oithor one way or the other.
n n fow cages thevo is some opposition, al
thouglt it is not of such o nature as to im-
soril the Union should the negotinting
huvehes in Ontario and Quebece prove o
b0 favourable to the present Basis. Sv far
bs T eon gather, the slight opposition is
aore of & sentimental nature than aught
a:)se. It prevails chiefly in Nova Scotia,
BRI finds its greateat strongth in tho neigh-
j.~f orhood of Pibton. Those in connection
B with tho “Lirk” who dislike or opposo tho
B Union, do so, mainly on the ground that it
B would Lo tho meaus of severing their con-
I 1 cotion, such as it is, with the Church in
® Scotland.  Whilo tho Churelt in theso Dro-
B vinces hias no legal conmeclion with the
B Chuwrch there, tho colonial committee of tho
- pavent Church grants, overy year, & certain
¥ sum in support of wealk congregations which

_may roquire such holp. It is thought
+ that this help would be withdrawn shonld
" tho* Union bo consummated.

Tho slight opposition on tho part of a few
to tho Church of tho Lower Provinces is, I
apprehiend, moro thoe result of ol political
feeling ongendered during tho auvti-confed-
oration controvorsy than any real opposition
to Union itselfxt Thore may by o very fow

who still retain a fecling of hostility to On
' taio and Quebee, and consequently feol
bound fo opposo any measure which cou.
L templatos ceelosiastioal incorporation with
the Prosbyterian Churchos of these Provin.
L ces. Phat feoling is, howevovor, dying out,
* and will soon entirely disappoar. Political-
Iy, anti-confedoration is the deadest of all
dead issuios.

UNION IN THE W'IT,

On turning to the Wost it seams to Lo
very plain from tho way in which the clec.
tions for the General Assciubly aro goiug

10 tho Prosbyteries of Ontacio aud Quebee
i, that the scont of coming battla is in tho air.

Cau it be possible that thoro is any attompt

to pack tho General Jesembly with parti-
i sans in viow of tho “‘coming strugglc”?

E Doos it not look a little like that when one
- Presbytery leaves at homo one of the very
E 1ost businoss men in tha Chureh, and if T
' am not mistakon, the Cunvener of ono of
its most important Comiittees?
£ Would it bo auy stretch of the imagina.
¥ tion to supposo that the brillinnt intellects
who had planned sucli a victory should be
filledt with joy at tho thought that eno of
K 1110 bost debaters in the Church Lad beon
b kopt cut of tho Assembly when the most
important of alt Church questions was
feoming up for decision.  Or, perhaps, the
ballot eystem of voting was mercly used to
Bdminister a lesson and toach humility, I
Biavo heard that sucl an exporience has not
B ocn unkuown in the Presbyteries of the

o of tho grandest of tho Christian virtues,
yut those who attempt to administer the
Besson to others aro not onlike those who
.

“Huafilty to sorve their pride.aud seem

Huinblo upon thelr way, to be prondor
At thelr wlshod journoey's end.”

Ler Presbyteries scem to have been
hiking their choice of commissioners with
pecinl yiow o n vota on the Upion when
foomes up.  Weoll, of ono thing you way
f essured —if the Union fails now, it isin-
Finitcly postpoued and tho Canada Pres-
eriax: Charch is heaceforth under the
B! of 1 imiucrity. Tho Chiurch lws given
B concertnin pound in regard o the ques-

In of Union, aud if the next Assombly un-
8 tho work of Tast and previous Assorn-
Bs, it can ouly Do, booausé it las Liandod
r tho guidance of ils most importaut
Barestito & very fow good mon whe lave
‘been able tu forget the old battlo criesof
nst pencintion,  Thevs isa Jittle differ-
s in iuy huiple opision besween *44 and

| frankly confées that !;o'on!d': have 4o
both span dlis ‘Colloge. ‘qa}go':dg{ and

. P. Chureh m former years. Humility is |

the Basin il Resolutions gise v: The
i for precaring any altodden of the
Chasis s p ool Inamast now i weopted
L or rgpoeted, and that means Laon or not
Union. It is unfair to ack that the broth.
sote of the Church of Seotland should be
treated wshouestamen and not rogues, When
they solemuly doclare thet the documents
whieh they present, faithfully embody their
views, the question for the Churches inter-
ested i the mattor 18 nots Waat ovject
the frumers of these docwments hud ongi-
tally in view, nor yot whethier they presont
tho dooument ul issue, i the best possible
way, nor yet whether tho Unton Comont-
teo did thewr work as woll as it might be
done, but whetlier the Ba<s and accom-
pany.ng docuients piesent that doctrimeo
at all.  As I undorstand the matter, thet 18
really the question to by Jdeaided,  If the
doetrine of tho Headship is there, thea tho
negotiating Chiur_lies aro shut up to wns of
two course ., oitlicr to accept them as an
houest expression of opinion, or clse to ro-
jeet them, and in so Joing declare that they
do not believe the statements which tho
bretliren who proscat them have wade to
us,  In tho latter case Uanlon is of course
ulterly hopeless.  There is no use in the
world, in talking about future negotiations
with men whem by our acts we declure to
bus unworthy of behef.

STATISTILS OF TH CHULCRHR OF SCOTLAND.

At the timo of the meoting of Synod la~t
year the Chuveh of Seotland in all the pan
timo Diovinces, included only 32 settled
pastors. PThere were 8 vazancies, whilo to
supply these there were only one ordained
missionavy and fwo Catechists. Tho Com-
mittee on Statistics gave in o rcport last
year which was received and tho Commit.
tee discharged. "Tho Report wasuot print.
ed and consequently thoro is no informa.
tion availnble from it, Ifowever, tho report
of the Home Mission Cowittecs, tha Con.
vonoer of which was thoe Rov. J. M. Grant,
of Halifax, gavo sowne interesting if not en-
couraging paviiculars, From that Report
it appears that theroe wore on the Roll of
Synod in 1863 just 31 ministers, whil» last
year thio numbor wns 32—a gain of one in |
five years.  ‘The total amount raised for |
Homo Missions, both by Synol and +Pros.
| bytorios wag 82,263.88, whtlo §1,020.00 was |
{ veecived from the Colonial Cowimnittee of
{ the parent Church. It appenrs, from the
statewents of the Convener, thal 17 congre-
aations contributed =othing to the Synod’s
Homo Mission Fund. The Report is an
able document and trongly urges the no-
cessity of incroased liborality in the sup-
port of the Homo Mizsion Fund.

It is stated, and I beliove correctly, that
tho ministora of this Church receivo a lavg-
er averngo stipend than those of any other
Cliarcli in theso Drovinees. In cunsequence
of the absence of statistics I am anablo to
10tify tho curiectuess of the statements,

This Cliuteh has no Tuevlugical Hall,
but sandsts canlidates for the sninistry to
the Theologieal Scliools of the Ol World.

hors is & Bursary Faud from wlaeh liberal
aid is granted to Studsunt's of Theology.

STATISTICS OF THE CHURUH OF THE LOWER
PROVINCES,

Turnine to the Presbyterian Church of
tho Lower Provinees, I find that there wero
on 1V« Roll of Synod last year, 121 ordain-
o1 ministers of whom two are Professors of
Theology. Thevo are, in addition to those
o1 tho Roll of Synod, two ministers of the
Church Professors in Dalhiousio Collego at
Halifax, threoin the New Hebrides aud
two in Trinidad heing fire Foreign Mission
avies m the employmont of the Chureh,
whila thero ware only nine amplayodin the
| Hamea Missian work of tho Church at the
game period. i consequonco of gottle
monts a slight increase has taken place in
tiie memboars on thie Roll of Synad.

On veforring ta the Repart of the Com-
mittee on Statistics [ ind that the total
number of commruucants was 18094, while
the net incconse of the year was 833, This
result is reached by deducting the romov-
als from the inereases. X have no other
weaus of reaching a comparison with pro.
vious yenrs, ‘Tho number of fawilies is ro.
turned nt 14,693, and adberents including
77,694.

Onreferring to financial oatters, the
tables show that the total amount raised by
tho Church-for all purposes was $145,148.-
03, beiny at the rate of $10.81 por fawmily,
while tho average econtribution per cum-
manicaut is at the rate of $8.02.  Tho
averags stipand paid by many of the cun
grogations in the smaller towns aad rural
districts, will comparo favourably with the
salavios which aro similarly situated in On.
tario or Quebeo, whils as a general:rule the
oliarges pny very much smaller salarios to
theix paitors than the pastors of city oon.
grogations withio the Lounds of the Canads
Preabyterisn Churoh Yeosive from thieir peo:

| reccived at tho rate of $1,200 a year.

shonld not be the ensc.  The cost of living
13 as groat in Halifix a3 moany eity  ia the
Donnion.

COLLEGI S,

Tho Chuvelr of the Lower DIrovinces
mantams, in addition do 1ts statf’ of Theo-
logieal Professors, two Profesiors in Dal.
housie Collego—the national Univeraty of
Nova Scotin, At least, it 13 all that there
19 £0 represont swoh an wmstitution,  Thoere
are two Governors or members of Senate
appowted by the Church. Tho Chuveh of
Scotland appomts one Professor and the
Governor m tho santo institutien, The sal-
aries paid by tho Chuieh of the Lower Pro-
vinees are not at ol magmticent—very
much the reverse, All the Professors
whethier 1 the Collogoe or the Dyvimty Hall
At
the mecting of Synod last year 1t was
agreed “to renut the entire subject to tho
comuttes with o distinet anderstanding .
that Professors salaries ought to bo rmsed
to at least $2,000,00."  From all I ean
learn this 1s not hikely to be done. Many
ot the congregations have not coatnbuted
to tho Cullego Fund and not a few of those
that have oboyed the Synod liave given
very inadequato contributions,  Soveral |
causes have combined to produco tlus re-
sutt, Into tnese I shall not onter at pres-
ont.

There are soveral denomination Colleges
in the Maritime Provinees, partially sup-
ported by the Government, and in the pos-
gocaton of University powers, Whis, of
course, tends very matenally to wenken
whatoughtto be strong national institu.
tions, It scems to mo a nisfortune that
tho Church of the Lower Provincois at all
involved in the Support of Dalhousio Col.
lege. It would lavo been much more to
tho purpese if the Church had given its
strongth to the support of & pow.ifut and
thoroughly ecquippod heologiear Colloga
and vsed its influenco in the country to in-
duce the Government to mamntam a truly
national and non-sectarian University, Juat
as long as the Presbyterian Churches have
auy share in the appoiutment and support
of Professors in Dalhiousie College, .80 Jong
will the other demoniuations have o st.r'qng
clnitn upon the Governmont for the support
of their Culleges.  That claim is always
vigorously pressed. I mention theso mat-
tors Lbocauso I &kuow that a very groat
amoant of ignorance oxists in the West re-
mard.ng educational mattors in conuection
with the Church hiore,  Of course, if we
aro to go into comfortablo ccelesinsticnl
houso-keeping togethor it is only right that
we should kuow a3 much about each othor
as possible.

SCHOOL QUESTION,

the Local Logislatace of New Bruns- i
wick clused its last session o Suw @lays ago.
Its proceclings wate goncrally not of tauch
intorest to & Westeru reader. Thero was
hiuwovor, one sulject of very great iwpor-
tance which olected a vigorous debate. I
refor to the Scnool question, which is by
far  the most important in  the
loeal politics of New DBrunswick. Upon
this question tho Goveramont will take
their stand aud go to the country.  They
are detormiued to maintain the great sys-
tota of froo unseetarian Sehools, which,
during the short time the Act has been in
oporation, has beon eminontly succossful.
As you aro awave, the Roman Catholic
Priesthood is bitterly opposed to tho whoie
system. Lvery effort has been mado in
order, in soms way, to saddlo tho Provinco
with Roman Catholic Separate Schools
ruled and governed Ly tho priests.  Thesr
Jemards are not Jackiug i bulduess, Thoy
claun that Chinstian  B:others and Sisters
of Charity shall be allowed to toach 1n pub-
lic separate schools, cluthed 1n the vest-
ments of their orders, on the authosty of o
cortificate from thewr ecclesiastical superi-
ors and not from any Board of Exansners.
In fact, if all thewr demands were granted
tho Roman Catholic Schoolsjwwhould be on
precisely  tho same footing as are the
schools of the samo body in the Provinco of
Quubec.  This, the poople of New Bruns-
wick ave dotermined they sball not get.
Tho battlo will be fonght oat at the polls,
but tho issuo will in all probability be pro-
sonted to tho people m ar insirect  form—
eithor to continue or repeal tho Free School
Act. Horoin lies tho danger. Thero are
not & fow who wonld'bo utierly opposed to
the Ruman Catholic demands, who may
bo guite roady to repeul an act, tho princ-
plo of whiolt has not gradually grown in the
inds of the peoplo as with you in Ouatario,
There is inn p goud many places an unwil-
lingaess to be taxed for School purpescs,
espocially among those who inve somoe poo-
perty wnd no child *en to educate, It ie liero
whero the enemy must Do met and -con-
quered, :

- L:hape iliece is no ianpr from any-in:

1

Guveranmoent,  Thoers i3, no doubt, a s.cong
temptation to make the attempt at lenst,
to coneiliate mul to win the zupport of a
poworful organization like the Iowan
Catholio Chureh,  Should aay attempt bo
mnde by the Duminion Gavernment to in-
terfere with the Loeal Lducativnal affuits
of one thing I am cortain that thers would
be & permanont aleniation frow, and dis-
trust of the present Dominion Govein-
ment on the part of a graat number of its
most loyal supporters in the Muaibuue
Provinees,  Abent that thercis in niy
wmind no doubt whatcver, and T huve sutne
menns of knowing something of tho feeiing
of a largo section of the Protestant pupu’a

tion in the Sea Beard Provinecs, The
present Government has now  ilis support
of a large seetion of the population, and I
do most sineevely howpe that the Sehool
Question will not be the means of causing
it to lose the ground which has Leen
gained.

o, I

Aecadia. April 14th, 1874

DR. CHALMERS ON THE MODE OF
BAPTISM. ROM VI 3,4,

BY REV, JAMES A, THOMSON, LRIN, ONT.

“ The original meauning of the word bap-
tism," says tho Doctor, * i3 im:ersion, and
though we 1egard it az a point of indiffer-
eney, whether the ordinance so named bo
performed in this way or by sprinkling—
yot wo doubt not that the prevalent style of
tho administration in the Apostle’s days
was by an retiul submerging of the whole
body under wator.  We advert to this, for
the pu:peso of throwing light on the analogy
that 15 anstitated in theso verses, Jesus :
Christ, by death, underwont this sort of -
baptism—oven immersion undor the surfaco
of tho ground, whence 1o soon emerged i
agan by His resurrection.  Wo being bap. |
tised auto Has duath, are concorved to havo |
made a sundar translation. In the uct of |
descendung under the baptism to have re- |
signed an old Life, and 1 tho act ot descend- |
g, to emergo mto a second or a now lifo— |
alung the course of winch it 13 our part to
mointam o stronuous avoidazce of sin, |
which as good as expunged the being wo |
had formetly ; and a strenuous prosecution |
of that hohness which should begin with i
the first moment that we woro ushered into |
our present being, and be perpetuated and
mako progress toward the perfection of full
and ripened nnwmortahty.

Baptisis avo nover done parading this
passago, with somo othors of similar import,
from various anthors, before the minds of
their people, and beforo the mindsof othors
as well, with aview to proselytiam. TLetus
look at it for a little, ond sce wlhat amount
of substantinl suppart it yields them.

1. Dr. Chaluucrs sayy, " Wo duubt not |
that the prevalent style ot tho admmmstra-
tion in tho Apestle’s days was by an actual l
submerging of tho body under water.”
Now (1) tho expression ** doubt not ” seems }
to indicato that e was not decidedly cer- |
tain as to the amount and strength of his |
authority for what he wasabout to advance. |
It is weakor than expressions we are m tho §
habit of using in coumection with a state- ]
ment of only « ar own private opinon, and
points rather to a mere feoling or impres-
sion on our mumnds, which may, after all,
havo no real foundation to rest upon. (2)
It was Ins uapression then, or opinion, that
immersion * was the provalent style of tho
sdmimstration of baptisin i the Apostle's |
dags.’ It wns not the onlystyle, according |
to Ln, bat only the prevaient style. Un |
thus ground, 1t would appear that (8) he |
rogardeth “i1t as & pomnt of mdifferency, |
whother tho ordinanco so named bo per- |
formed m tlus way, or by sprimkhng. ' And
well ke might, according to lus view ; forat
both styles had been practiced in the
Apostle's days, and ono of thowm had beex
wrong ; Paul was not the man to leave the
Church in the dark, or oven with any room
for doubt, on a pownt which controversy ling
raised to such importauce. If the Apostle,
as is held, alludes to immorsion, in this
paseago, for the purpose of illustration, it
no wore proves that that particular node
met with Jus gpecial approbation than his
frequont allusons to tho Grocian gawmes
proves that he would baveapproved of their
mtroduction mto some part of tho woralup
of God, or to the moulding of any part of
that worslup of thewr modol. Aund (4) Dr. |
Chalmeras was not inspired. * Ceaso yo
from man.”  * To tho law and to the testi-
mony."

2. But idoes tho Aposila allude to aiy
particular modo of outwayd baptism. here 2
What is meat by these thiros otpressions,
* taptized nhto Jewusd Christ,"s- baptized:
into His death," and * butled with Himny
baptienti inbo doaih #"  There. would seem

. was His being “hited up.”

paid ot

TORONTO, CANADA, FRIDAY APRIL 24, 1874 [Whole No. 115
éjmlﬁ'ih“mfﬁ and Q‘OT}'FLDU“‘.WN.':‘. } the [Hoad-hip 1aove ditinetw tevaness than | ple.  There §3 no geod 1cavon why this terformnes on the poart of tho Domiﬁion to have been iu the Apestle's mind the

ideas of Laptism jato tho #fr of Chuist,
baptism into His death, and baptiaa into
Mis busiel, Has over any leanch of the
Cluistian Chureh inyented o comples modo
of Luptism intended to vopresent these threo
ideav? Could it bo dono? Avo thora any
Christians in the world so stupid and foolish
as to think the sttempt necessory, espeeislly
in tho entire absence of eny scriptural
sutliordy and diveotion, in the matter?
Toulating the idea of baptisin into Chiist's
d wth,—tho promunent thg 1 that death
Infants ave
Lieid ap for baptism.  But how eould anh.
predo Baptists adopt any sich mode, with-
vat the crcetion of a dorrick with pulleys
and oli othur necessary apparatus in thoir
cliurclies, instuad of o water-tank, or betak-
ing themsclves to apoudorriver 2 In that
casv tuv, immersivn would have to bo sban-
doned, unless practized ne 8 separvato and
Qdistiuct part of the wholo ceremony. Tho
fact is, the Apustle acems to be wholly occu-
picd, iu this passage, with spiritual baptisn,
or the effeets of baptisia * with the Holy
Glust,” and to Liase no reforenice whatever
to any mode of outward baptism, The idea

" of immetsion scems to hiave enginated in
Cthe illogical, groundliss impression, that
_because Joln the Baptist baptised in Jordan,

therefore ho must have done it by immer-

. sion; and the Bible has been ransacked for

stakes to prop up the immersion axd sot it
in the pesition of & famly established aud

_clearly promulgated scriptural doctrine,
Caud **command.”

But it won't do. Im-
merston cannot be proved frot Sexipturo to

~have been the only mode, or indeed @ mode

of baptism practised cither by John the

? Baptist, or by tho Apostles, or by any in

the Apostles’ days.

Tt is strango that Dr. Chalners should
have allowed sush an impression to run
away with his better judgment, and give
birth to such a faneifulintorprotalion asthat
quoted sbove. Ho was, do doubt, a great
and good moy, and in many respeets a star
of tho first magnitudo ; but that is & differ-
ent thing from saying that ho was in overy
respect, & great, o cautions and thorough
theologian. Baptist viewsavo searcely seen
or heard of in tbeological or philosephical
Scotland. They aro not a felt power in the
country. Itis ovidont Dr. Chalmers, in all
his cxporionce, nover camo into collision
with it, or probably Lis vordict wonld have
been somowhat different. He would havo
oponed his eyes a littlo wider, and given
tho question the bonent of a sccond, aud
perhaps, of a third thought, peforo ho pen-
ned his interprotation. And, at all events,
Yot it Lo remembered that the authority of
Dr. Chalmers is not that of inspiration.
Whistever weight s name wmny carvy, is
more than counterbalanced in this matter
by such pames as those of Drs. Wilson, of
Benass , Withrew, of Londonderry ; Millor,
of Princoton, and Messrs. P. Edwards, of
Aberdeen, asd James E. @uaw, of Bedford
Mielugan,

Lot me here recommoend, as I venture to
do, thoe work of the last named author, as
ono of the most onginal and interesting,
and at the same time, completo and satis-
factory discussionss of this whole guestion
over published. The titlo is, © Bible Bap-
tistm, or tho Immerser mstructed, from
vanons svurces, By James E. Quaw, AM.,
V.D.M." Detroit: Benjaimn Wood, Pub-
lishor.

QGlobe v. Christianity.

EAitor DRITISW AMERMCAN PRESDITIRIAL

Dear Sir.—~Allow meto tell & Presbyter-
isn Minister. whoso letter appeared mn
your issue of April 20th, under the headng
“The Globe vs. Christanity, that lus de-
termination to exclude the Glube from Ins
honse affer the term of lus prosout sube
seription, becnuso of its “*Chicago Jorres.
pondence” and mattors of » viloand infa-
mous character, rominds ono vary strongly
of a toper drinking s vory big glass of
whisky for tho purposo of getting tho worth
of his monoy.

Yours,
A Rgaoer oF e GrLoBK,

Sir.—The Globoe v&. Christagity is
the heading of an article of grave com.
YYnint by n Presbyterian Minister in tho
BriTis AMERICAN PrespyrEriax of 10th
inst.

On firef reading it I confess ¢o hnvo been
somewhat sertonsly impressd, but on s
more close roview, I discovered that the
chief canse of complaint was of a pc htieal
rather than o religious chavacter, the vb.
{Mt of his cowplaint (in disguise)is evident-
y to got a side thrust at the political influ.
ouco of Géorgo Beown and the Globe. *On
account of the Clitcage correspondonce after
my present farm of sabsenptivn L wiil not
allow the Globg to enter my house,”

Rather amamuping fo think that snch a
tender gongsience, yhould continue to eat
80, much miental poison hecause it was

. ACawava PresoyrEiax., |



