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he bad in hand. Soft, deep, damp soils,
and hot steaming skies, brought forth herbs
and tiees with a luxuriance that baftles our
imagination, now that it has passed away
from the senses; these were deposited in
layers along broad valleys, covered over,
hot-pressed and caked into coal, that it
mir ~¢ keep till it should be required as
fuel for the coming man, Now, we have
nothing more to do when we wish to mend
our fire, than to go down to the ceilar for
coals: at least we send the coliers down.—
Although cats and mionkeys like well
enough to warm themselves at one of our
fires when they find it, no species of anhmal
except the buman has sufficient skill to light
a fire. Here you have amazing complica-
tion and exactitude of plan. When the
fuel was stratifying and erystallizing and
caking, man was designed and promised :
the coal measures promised bim. If he
had not come; or come othe~ than he is,
the promise would have been false and the
preparation abortive.  For man these stores
wore provided, because heonly cun ussthem .
but thesestores were accumuliated ata prriod
when man did notexist. The only wtional
sccottnt of the matter is:—Our Father in
beaven proviled warmth for his children
before he Lrought them lhome.

Here without noticing 2t all the pro-
cesses by which light is diswiluted, we
must diaw our skeiches to i close.  You
might profitably aud pleasantly occupy
many evenings in studymg the physical
geography of the earih and the sen.  The
world is fearfully and wonderfully inade.——
The inhabitant is guilty of ingmtitude to
the Avchitect of all, it he fail to observe
and admnire the strucoure, the furniture, and
the decorations of his duelling.  Some
mouths ago as [ satin a milway carringe
at a junction of the Scottish Cential, wait-
ing for a converging t=un, 1 overheard the
conveisation of two parters employed on
the Lne.  Oue of them, according to his
own account a most worthy but un. ppre-
ciated man, sumn.ed up his comjlaint
against mer and things in general with
these words:—« Well this is the queerest
worlld ever I saw™  Risitly spoke, but
wrongly thought, the ili-used porter of the
Secotish Central Railway! In amother
sanse than the querntous laxbourer iurend-
Bd, it is tho queerest world 1t b,
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about it i its chief inhabitant. Consider:
ing his ignorance, and improvidence, atid
quarrelsomeness, it is & wonder that the
Great Proprietor permits hun to run his
lease.  The house and furniture are perfect ;
all chiat s wante:d is an industrious and con-
tented tenant,

Although Adam’s fumily count now
some ten or eleven hundred millions of men
and women, the lodgings provided for them
are still greatly oo luge.  Like a prudent
couyle who have married early, the family
at first left portions of the house unoccu-
pied, that they might afierwards gradually
take possession of 1t joem by voom. It
would have been very anwkward if the whole
house had been occupied atan eardy period of
the family history ; tor there isno ocher world
conveniem]y near to absorh the surplus.

The rap:d outspread of the race to taks
possession of the uneceupied apartments of
the dwelling, is one of the characteristic
fentures of the present age. When the
fulness of time arrives, the worla will prob-
ably he found fuil of men.  This consum-
mation approaches in vur day at a greatly
acceleiated speed. 1t s iustruetive, and
sometimes  also  amusing, to sce the
machinery for spreading 1men over the
world at work. s a general mle, it re-
quires a cousiderable force 10 ¥ .duce hunan
beings to leave the thickly peopled places of
the Earth and settle in its seiitudes: the
force apphed is sonetimes a drawing, and
sometines a driviag, and sometimes both
together.  In regard to the power which
impels them Jorwind, there issome aualogy
between awsses and men. 1 bavescen a pair
of pictures waich, by way of jarable, ve-
presented the two principal propeiling forces
w action us appled w an 1u une pie-
ture a brace of boys were ledabouring a
loaded donkey on the hinder parts with a
stout stick, but all in vain, for the poor
Lrute has evidently made up Jas mind that
s better on ihe whol: to bear the blows:
than trudge o market withs his burden: con-
sequen.y hie stands stock stil in the mud.
In the othor 2 old wor an is comfortably
seated ou her donkey’s back, above a couple
of panniers stufied with vegetables; she is
armed with a lony slender pole ke a.
fishing-ro:l; but in Whis cire it has uneither
i fly at the one end nor a fool at the other.
A fine fresh carrot by way of buit atiached.
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of us over saw; and the queerest thing, to the frontof the pole, the cunning anglar



