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TEE PRAYER MEETING.
How came it to pass'that three thousand were converted on the day of

Pentecost? ilad not the meeting for prayer of which mention is niade'in
Acts i., 14, when it is said, " These all continued with one accord in prayer
and supplication," a close and influential connection with the gloiious re-
suits of that day ? Undoubtedly it haid. But what was there in that mee-
inig of one hundred and twenty disciples to exert an influence to the con-
version cf three thousand individuals 1 Whence lad it that power 7 i
was a prayer meeting, professedly a prayer meeting, a meeting of Christians
tà express tieir dependence on God ; unitedlyto call on Hlim for His bless-
iag ; to plead His promise and to wait for the fulfilment of it. These are
the efficient meetings in which Christians meet and agree to ask of God. I
wonder they do not value them more. To the prayer meeting Christians
cone to exercise the high privilege of intercession 'for others ; to do good
and to communicate, to act the more "blessed part ;" whereas to meetings
of another kind they go for the purpose of receiving good. Yet it is to be
fcared Christians value no meetings so little as prayer meetings. But the
influence of that meeting of a hundred and twenty was not owing entirely
to its being a prayer meeting. There was mnuch by which it was distin-
guished fronm ordinary prayer meetings. The mention of these peiuliarities
may be of service. It may provoke imitatiop in some Churches.

1. All the Church attended that prayer meeting. "These all continued,"
&c. There were but one hundred'and twenty disciples, and they were al
present. How different it is now! They who meet may agree among
themlselves for an outpouring of the Spirit, but it is, after ail, but ti
agreement of a ninority of the Church. Th- majority by their absence

• dissent from the request.
2. As all attended,'of course the men attended as well as the women.

Yes, every male member of the Church was present ; they did not leave it
'to the women to sustain the prayer meetings. 'I hat prayer meeting had not
the aspect of ,nany a modern prayer meeting, in which almost all are
women.

3. The most distinguisled inembers of the Churcl attended as w ell as
the most obscure. There were all the Apostles, and " Mary the moither of
Jesus," and " His brethren." Noue of them felt above being at a prayer
meeting. How is it now ?

4. They were all agreed-" of one accord," as it is said. Not nerelv
agreed as touching what they should ask, namnely, the fulfilnent of " th~e
promise of the Father," but of one mind generally, aye, and of oe heart.
They thought and felt alike. They all loved one anoiher. They observed
the new commandment. Such cordial union anong Christians bas great
power with God. It does not always exist in our prayer meeting.

5. They perseveredl in prayer. "These alt continued mn praver."
First, they stirred thenselves up to tale hold on (od, and tIen said, d'We
will not let Thee go except Thou bless us." They met often for prayer,and aIl met, and they lingered long at the throne of grace. But how long
did they continue asking 1 UntiL they obtained, and then they did b&t
pas from the note of payer to that of praise. 'they souglit the Lord until
le came. It is time we all should do it. They were together holdingmeeting when the Spirit descended. I think if all our Chturcli memben
would habituolly attend the praver mîeetings they would not wait in, vain
for the promise of the Father. ilow often we hear it said, " It is nothing
but a prayer meeting !" Nothing but ! I should like to know what sur-
passes a prayer neetinig.-Erchmge Papcr.
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