
THE CRITIC.

It can hardly be a breach of promise for one to give
something better than one undertook ta give. Ili relation
to the foregoing rcmlark, the Editor bugs to intimiate that,
in view~ of the tact of our haviiîg aniongst tis, a gentleman
possessed of knoivledge invaluable of its kind, in relation to
that portion of the Bible styledi thc Old Testament, it can-
not be desirable that lie should liiinself be subjected to the
irksonie task, of listening to serimons, or that his readers'
tiîne should be occupicd in the perusal of his commeîits
thereon. It lias always been a pronminent objcct wvith the
Editor, to expound to the best ofi, klîowledge, such por-
tions of Scripture as mighit be dilatcd on, in public wvorship;
and now that Professor Flirschfeldcr (the gentleman reierrcd
to above) has begun thz publication of biis comimenta ry, the
Editor believes he wvilI bcst enipioy his own timie, and that
of his readers, b>' following the track of the Professor (so
to speak>, and drawing attention ta wvhatever he mnay con-
sider niost valuable in bis teaching. The Editor is neces-
sarily consciaus that a limited nuniber of bis readers take
the Conicintary, but hie trusts that. in view of the exten-
sion of its teachings to a much greater numnber, they who
now take it wvill not complain of the reiteration of its in-
struction. As the professor lias tlîought fit to preface his
work with a lengthy introduction. xvc shali adopt the plan
of elirniniating therefromi that which wec take to bc valuable,
and shall leave the casket without further notice. The first
passage of the authorized version on which Professor
H irschifeidcr throws light is that of Psalm cxxvii, 5, wbiclî the
Professor reads as follows-" If I forgret thee, O Jerusalcm,
Let thy right hand forget met.- The last word of thc pas-
sage is supplied to fill up ail idioniatic vacancy - the meari-
ing of the latter passage is- Let my right hand no longer
render me its accustomced service." One of the most in-
teresting facts to wvhiclh Pro. H. cails attention is, that the
Israeiites blave neyer counted tinie when tliîer nation bas
been in captivity ; this is illustratcd by the discrepancy
wvhich is involved by the conflicting statemients of i Kings
vi. il and those of Josephus and I)emetriis respectively.
According ta the Biblicai narrative, it wvas Ilin the four
hundred and ci-lhteenth ycar after the children of lsrael
wvere corne ont of the land af Egypt. iii the fourth year of
Solomon's rcign oaver Isrel, in the mor.th of Lif, whicli is
the second nîonth, that hie began to build thc bouse of
J ehovahi.- Josephius. on the other liand, coninects this evett
wvith th-, ive hundred and ninety second )-car after the
Exodus, and Derntrius, who wrote the history af tic
Jewvish kings, during file reign of Ptoîoiny Philopater, d'Ives
the sane date ; this dîscrepancy of 1 12 years is therefore
accounitcd for, by the sacred writer reckoning tinie accord-
ing ta Israel's mtoral relation f0 the Alnzgr/ty, (the several
captiv ities being uniformly the consequence of transgression
on their part), n«hercas the secular bistoriari naturally gives
the actual lapse ai y-car-- ; in reference ta flie period of [12
years of caPtivity, the Professor refers ta thsg-_ubjoined pas-
sages of'gcripture-

Judges iii. S. To the kîng ai Mesopotaniia 8 years.
do iii. 14. To thc Moabites......... i d

Vit1pit Judges iv. 3. To Jabin, king of Canaan .. 20 ycars.
vi. 1. To the Midianites .......... 7 I
x. S. To the Philistinecs & Amiorites 18 d
xiii. i. To the 1>hlilrsncs ........ 40

Odd mont is always coulîted with the
preccdiîig year ................... i

The saine principlc of reckoning tii, in% relation to the
Israclites, is denionstrated by Sir Edward Denny, to bc
applicable, Mihen indicating its division into seven successive
thousands of ycars.

THE SMUT' PULIPIT.

It is flot to be supposed that the statemients of
an Apostie %vill count for anything wvith the devotees
of the idol of the smufty pulpit, but so long as those
statementa aibide wvith us, they wvilI bc %vont to bc ac-
cepted by such as are not worshippers of idols ; the

joracular idol, wc pereive, delivcred hiniself of thc followinig
utterance, in the carly part of a recent disquisition-"l Dis-
ciples tried to put a humaîi limitation on tlic gospel (wvill
anyonc inquire what the incident in question liad to do wvîth
Il the gospel "?> when they once tricd to make buiman
devices receive divine sanction, and so ta fili the bishopric
or ofice ol judas, the traitor, they norninated twvo themselves,
and stibimitted the same to ballot, joseph, callcd Barsabas.
and MN-atthias, and one %vas chosen, but nowlicrc in the
scripture is hc recognized. You cannot choose by ballot
an Apostle, you cannet makc a successor of an Apostle b>'
any earthly authority. God alone dlaims that privilege.
Hence He ncver aceepted the choice that wvas b>' ballot,
but calied one in his owvn duc time, a man of zeal and intelli-
gence, and adapted to thc w'rk, viz., the Apostie Paul."
Ili vicv of this authoritative deliverancc, it is perhaps;
somewhat unfortunate that this do man of zeal and intelli-

jgence " should (in i Cor. xv, 5j> have cxprcssly rccognizcd
the existence of twdeve apostles ; when rcferring to the

I rcsurrection of the Lord, the Apostle Paul observes do that
lihe 'vas seen of Cephas, t/ta: of thet welive"; Peter ailso, " in
those days, (tvhenl they ail continucd with*one accord ,,
prayer and supplication," must have, greatly errcd when lie
-stood up in the inidst of the brethren and said.

Of these men who have companicd wvith us ail the time
that the Lord Jesus %vent in and out arnong us ....jmust one become wvitnesý with us of his resurrection..
* . and they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, who linonecst
the hcarts of aIl, show wvhether of these two thou hias

*chosen. thît lie mnay take part of this miiiistry and apostle-
shilp . . . . and tbcy gave forth tleir lots. and the lot
fel on INatthias ; and he was niumibere:d vili i/te o/tva:
apostles.' So that the testiniony of two apostles and of

*Luke the cv.angclist is set aiside by'a gcntkmian n Il, prefers
*the vocation of pulpit inouritebank ta that of an iroî--
inoulder ! Practical philosophy chardicterizes; the v,îriotus
move: of thîs iiante!uverer, and of thik, we have an illustra-
tion, (in connection %vith file pulpit performance> rccorded
in thie Yorkville Newvs.--" The first twvo roivs of p)ew.v Iin
the centre of die churcli " (we are told) do were reserved for
tht children of the Protestant Orphans' Home. in aid of
which charity the collection wvas to go." Wc are leit tlîerc-
fore to detcrmine whether the abject of subînittin.., thc

*childrcn ta such an ordeal as wvould bc involved by thecir
sîtting for an hour and a bal in front ot 1Dr. \Vild. wce for

*their spiritual, behoof or if it wcre wîtli a vicx% to thecir pre-
senice telling on the hearcs, and consequctly on the purses

i of ail beholdcrs. If the childrcn of this world bc wviser in


