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titcmilid agaiîist the influence of what is frivalous or injurions;
fur rcaafing inattor is as varions as it j8 nbondant; and it is very
important te discrianisate betwen (lhe usefuit atnd pernicious.
J3uîter not rend *ait ails than have the mind enervntcd andpiol.u-
ted by thoso works, wviicii depend for thoir influence talon ail.

!pliais te the baser passions of tho hecart. To tiais cinss bueran;
anost werks of fiction. Thesc ciothe vice in the garb of virtuel
dans reiidcring that wvhiciî is inherevtiy odious, attractive, and
even fnscinating. They pervort the judgnîent, by distorting
truth, and imparting a faise coloriragto ail the cireumsutanccs Cn
relations of liie-ltoy influence the passions, and Ring looso the
reins of a corrupted imagination.

'rhat the- imagination should bu ianproved and invigôratod,
wvhen weak, cannot be doubtcd ; and on this pion is urgcd, by
ýnany. the propricty of niovci.reading. It is askcd, wvhy ive pos.
sess dhis faculty, il* it is nlot proper tjt exereiso it 1 And if pro.
per to exorcise it, îvhy not in tle<i tious readitagl Ie answver,
in tilt forciblo initerrogatorios of Watson- 13 the ruai world so
barreni of incident, that ive must croate n ideal ono, to furnisti
it ?I1, mana, ns lio is, se barren u subjeet of speculation, that wue
inust contempiote hlm as a fialîcs, or faulty monster, that the
îvorld nover saw ? Is it sa dioicuht te final or5ginnls, thot ive
miuet uer laugli nt the dauabing of caricature ?"

'fhe habituai use of the stimula of fiction, is as cnervating to
the intellect as ar-dent spirits aire to the physical systcm. Novels
arc indeu<l the diffusivo and insinunting moral poison of the day;
nnd they sîvarm in America, as did the ioeusts in Egypi; nia.
king the otherwise beautiful and verdant, a senthed and fruitiess
wastol; nny %vorso, cnusing tc' spring forth, instead, int luxuriant
growth, the weeds and branibies of tho human heurt.

'ro prtéoccupy, thon, and fortiiy the niind agninst the wasting
influence of this species o~f reading, is préeminently the restait of
a taste for saund and healthful literature.

TUM LU5T Gl&ALo

IIAND So, MY Marcus, thou hast seen Rome-the magnificent,
eternal Ltome. What hast thon to say of ite wonders, that înay
iatorest a recluse liko myseif, ino wlîose celi se litie of vanity
finds entrance 7"

The youiliful soldier daus addressed, stood carelessly leaniag
against the rocky door.way of a spacions erotta, while, his casque
and burnistied urms were lying on) the couch from wiaich hie lind
just riser. H-is cioak was thrown carcecssly about a forai re-
miarkable for strength and manly graco; and his ingeous
countenance beanied witli animation nis lio turned te look nt the
speaker, wiîo iiad laid aside thec calamus with îvhich hoe lad <een
describing a part of the Holy Seriptures, îvhile lais guet ins on.
joying the profounid repose of youth and -nnocence. The fier.
mit, though the eider of the two, iras still in eariy nianhood, tand
his noble and intellectual features, if' iess beautillul thon those of
the soidier, wverc far more intere>tipg, for they rcOccted ev'ery
ainovemnent of Ilhe spark of divinitv iihin. The habituai expres.
sien of his open fuce wvas thutt of quiet choc rfulness, and it tvas
stamped ivith that ingenuous modosty îvhich soems left by yoush
on the coantenacces of suo, ihr mrature manhbood, and preserved
there by the purity of that ivisdlom which, is from above. FEe
land loft the rude table ut which lie laid beeni wrating. and up.
proaching tho yeung soldier, ivaited lais repiy. aud listcnud a't
delighted attention, îvhule lio spolie of' Rame, theo custonis and
niinters of lier peuples of lier churches and pala;ces, lier Weonders
of art, hier aqupducis, baths, pietures, and statues. There was
elle statue, or a dying giadiatar, wlaich rivetted the nttentinii cf
the amiable recluse. I-lis full gaze ivas fixed on the cloquenta
speaker, and a delp siglihcaved tais manly broast. "Ains V' lie
oxclaim'd, vihce lais coaipanion ccased spaig ira what a
ficarfially degraded stnte Remi once wns ! W bat a viviti pictu rt
dues your description of Mtis statue bring berr aie, or the ilail.

Wners of pagan Rome' 1 1 .an almost seO before me thu breaah-«
ing form of the îvouauded gladiator. Whn: reason have wu Ils
rejeice, ray blarcus, thwa a briçybter çlay bas at length dawnod on

tlîis boaîightcd world, and that tho gospel of our blessecd Lord
lias fiîiroduccd stacl a dif1ierent order of things among these noblo
Romans?'"

But wvlat îvilt tieu say, Antotius,"1 replied the seldier,
"when i tell t îlee. Ille tiiesc things; iay tnow bo sceau ovea la

eliristiati Renoie an1ight indeed have deseribed Uuu statue of tlhe
dyitng i a to yon, f'rwi the gicidiaitors wlîom 1 havc tiu liauoly
seuil gnSpInIg, Ihinting and dying ini the arenai or the Çoliscumn.
Trhe saille nimons iny Aatonius, tiant pourcd its soft lustra ino
dlais quiet colis wlîere 1 found you lnst inghit, seated iii peaceful
meditation ; <batt very meomi rose abave Ille Vogt ivalis cf <he
Coliseuin, filied wvith countless myrmads of gazers, and Shlone on
the flasiting swords of the doomcd gladiators, who woro brouglit
thoro to encoutor caci othier ila i mnrtal combut, ta suifer, and te
die. 1 s9aw-but how shahi 1 describol ta Yeu the scelle wbiil
%veung iny heurt ? Ac the youthfui combattant came~ ferwyard te
incet lais ontagunist, hoc suddtnly stappcd, etood aslf transfixed,
the sword droppedl froin hie ncrvclcss laand, and ns bais atîtaga-
nist prossod tapern hm, hie lied. An angry armur arase noug
the crowd ; and tlic seeming coivard iras doomcd te instant
dcath. Ilo understood the upturucd thumbes of the audience,
came forward witi a. cairn ste p and resolute look, atid recived
the fatal stab îvithaut one shudder; buit, as ho feîl, one ivard os-
capod his lips: Olint ivard ivaS, BitOTitEti! 'l'he gladintor from
wvbom ho land led wvas indecd lais oaaly brother, front îvhm lie
had been long sepnrnted ; îvhie bath land endured privation,
captivity and sufliýrings ai various kinds. and whom lie land thus
met for the first tiane after thecir and parting, in deadly encouater.
Tlaey hiad Iavcd caci otheir as 'vo love, nuy Antonius," continued
clic soldier, clasping thQ lhands of tlhe hermîat, who stood horxor-
struck, gazing in bis face, "lbut they iero forccd ta mucet as
nuerderors. And wiuo were the men wlao dhns broke thc bonds
of nature, and ivruya lauman heurts îvitlu mortal anguislu? Tlîey
wvere<lae prol'eossed disciples of the campassionate Jesus, tho
Prince af Pence."

Thue hiermit and bais brother partedl tlaat nighit, but Dot until
tbey bad kncit deiva togothor in the dear Redeemer's name, and
csmmunded themselvos Ia ibieir lioavenly Pather's cure. After
M1arcus liait doparted, ho turned once more ta 102k upoa t ho
quiet gratta and its kneeling inmato. Hoe stili reinained îvhere
lie had received the Iast ombrace of lais brother; and, as the
moonbeams fell on lais calm brow and carnest oyes, tlwy disclo.
sed aise the <cars that werc slawiy trickiing dowai lais face. The
soldier îvept la sympn<hy, for lie kncîv it ias for lan those <cars
ivere flawing; aend as lie iront furward tlarough the wilderncss,
lais tlîougbts dwclt on the coatrast wlaich lais owa and bis bra.
tiier's Iicé preseated. TFha perfect, culot ai zniitude-tuc iimpid
fouatain, wvith ils graceful palas-and the pecaceful liermitago,
ivero the possessions of thaoanc-the stir cf busiy life, the dia of
a camp, and the perils of the battioficld, rnarked tuie lot aif the
other. How little hie dreamed, as hiejotîrncyod onward, <hait ho.
fore (ho ligbt of dny hait giided the moantaiti range beicro lMi
bis brother hnd gone forth te a busier îvorld <han tlaat uf <ne Sy.
rian city ta wbiclî lie ivas hastening. Hie little tliought thuat
even thon, the cuit la the desert ivas lof't vacaants and tuait2>in after
years lie slîauid rcturn te find it eveai mare alesolate than tho
dreary ivilderiaes.s around it; <liat lie laakcd for the fast tinie oaa
the pioeid ceunienance <bat was dearer te him than aught on
carth beside.

It %vais a festival day in Rame, urben a straaîgcr stood by <ho
tomb oafl Cecilia Mleteila, on tlue ceiebrated Via Appia ; andi
ivberever hoe turtied bis ï-yos, <lie causeways iver,. îlîroiagd wvitla
peuple drcssed in holiday garnuents, nni everv faceu ligitti iup
%vithl jay. Trhe stranger was clati in tlie course îveeds ui a NWîî.
farii man; but thouglai ne smile sat upun lia, bencvulc;nt coaii.
(cnarac,na devip spirit of glainss ru rvaJedl lias heutrt. Hlis long
pi pgrirnlit( ins eaaded, thougrh the object ofÇ lais nîNbsion %vas uaot
ýu accoinplishaifd. Resting for a fcw moments mni lais staff, lac
iauauired ot a gentle autatron %vho stod aicar laina, the occasion cf
thut gcawerial r<yIiia)g. From lier lie houard, <hait the Reaians

iceaotva Cpiebrate thae famous î'acturies, la tiicla StI[ichI> ,
th-genoral of thie emperor Honorius. had defi ated and driven

bal.k Alarie, the lz<iag cf Vip-igoths. The emperur lîimself wai
lin Roi-n, and bad passed in triuamphaat procession tbrauglî the
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igils lquuio:pgau.


