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for hours, or even days. The cases that appareuntly
tequire it most—rtedious and difficult labors—are
those where it oflen appears to be injurious, by
weskeniog the pains or relaxzing the muscles of
animal life.” Rigby says :—' We meet with cases,
every now and then, where chloroform undoubtedly
retards labor, and in some cases likely to call for
the use of the forceps.”

Dr. Robert Lee mentions cases in which ‘ ute-
rine contractions were arrested, requiring the use
of the furveps, and the destruction of the child by
the perfurator.” .

Tyler Smith ‘“has seon chloroform stop labor
midway.” . - ‘

In some of the cases recorded by Sinclair and
Johuston, uterine action was impaired.

My friend Dr. Young, of Monagban, says, in a
letter to me :—*I believe chloroform in many
iostances Lo delay the labor, by causiag the pains
to come at longer intervals, and renderiog the ox-
pulaive efforta of the patient less efcient, owing
to her insonsibility to suffering.”

Merriman has meantioned a case in which the
nterus was 30 paralyzed that it failed to act after-
wards.

Soow says :—* It is true that & full dose would,
at any time, suspend uterine action for a few
minutes, br a3 long as it might be kept op.”

On looking into-Dra. Sinclair and Johnstou's
report, we find ' two cases in which version was
very difficult; and two others, in which that oper-
ation was impossible, where chloroforms had been
iubaled." .

Murphy thus speaks :—‘ In & case of version, I

delirious, tore the nurae’s gown and the bedclothes
into pieces, and was perfectly maninmpal.”

Mr. Banner thus speaks :—*‘ A patient became
delirious, and continued so during the day snd
greater part of the night, after its use.” .

Haartman ' saw a case of headacho terminating
in paralysis, caused by this deug.”

In one of Dubois’ published csses, numbness of
tho fingers, snd in another the samo condition of
the legs, supervened, and bad not subsided at the
ond of twenty-four hours.

In Denham's report I find one case of coms after
chloroformio inhalation.

Dr. R. Lee says “ that insanity bas followed on
its employment; that dangerous and fatal peri-
tonitls and phlebitis have been caused by its in-
halation.” *

Two or three of Denham's cases were seized with
rigors; and YL.es mentions others with dangerous
fits of syncope ; aud in this he js borne out by the
following, which [ filud recorded amongst Den-
ham’s cases :—* While inkaling, the pulee became
very weak, and she gave no signs of consclous-
ness ; aud itmmediately on the birth of the ehild
the respiration of the patient ceased, and the pulse
became imperceptible : the application of cold
water to the face soon revived ber, and she went
ou favorably for some days; but diarrhes, with
extenuive infl tion of the m membrane
gf the ileum set in, and she died on the fourteenth

ay.”

ginchir and Jobnston record nearly a similar
case, a8 thus :—* The pulse suddenly became imper-
;:‘ptible, and respiration appeared to have ouus.
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,never experienced 8o much difficulty, in o
quence of the strong contractions of the uterine
fibres about tbe child.”

Barnes remarks . —‘ In many cases it does not
facilijate the operation of version, the uterus re-
sistiog\Jhe introduction of the hand.”

Puer I, hysterical, and epileptic convulsions,
manis, paralysis, and insanity bave follpwed onm

quently died of phlebitls." And thoy
give another in which collapse occurred, and she
slso died with symptoms of phlebitis.

Dr. Barnes stated—'* That he had himself given
chioroform to facilitate the extraction of an adher-
ent placents, and had witnessed such exceeding
prostration for eight hours afterwards, as to make
bim, and another practitioner who assisted bim,

pp ive of the instant death of the patient.”

its use. Cases are recorded by Montgomery, Sin-
claiz, and Denham, in which puerperal convulsions
ocourred after its employwent, Siuclair gives two
cases of hysterical convulsions, iu one of which
violent muscular action was induced and restiess-
uess continued for & counsiderable time after the
inhaler was removed.

Murpby states tbat, “in dentistry. bysterical
women bave becn scized with fits when under its
lafluence.” .

Soow asierts that * hysterical patients, as soon
a3 they lose their consciousaess from the offects
of the vapor, sre sometimes attacked with s par-
oxﬁllll of hysteria.” .

- Dt. R. Lee says:—* Epilepsy has been 90 in-
dyced.”

Slaclair records one case of epilepsy. /

Soow and M. Fix bave stated *'that persons
subject o epilopsy are likely to bave a ht brought
on by iahaling chloroform.”

Ramsbotbam ‘‘saw thres cases of -pusrperal
maais 80 caused. A friend of bis also saw one
similar case.” L

Sutherlaad “met three other cases similarly
produced.” :

Tyler Bmith stated ‘“thet by bad seen mania
from [ts use.”

Parks relates the came of & lady who bad cbloro- | form

form in ber third labor. “8|

afer deli
vomplained of violent pain in vory.,

bead, becam

Nany sre of opinion that the inbalation oi
chioroform predisposes to laceration of the peri-
neuru ; indeed, vome of the published. cages would
tend to favor this idea. In Sioclair and Jobns-
toa's report we find that, in the recorded cases, it
occurred once in 27 cases ; and when not employed,
the accident happened only once in 93 cases. In
the same work we find thres cascs of cheat affec-
tion eggravated by this mmeans, two of which
succumbed. ,

Dr. Ringlaod ia reply to'a lotter from me, writes.
“1 bave seen chloroform frequently used in
puerperal convulsious, and have used it myself in
conusction with the practics of the Coombe Lying-
in Hospital ; and the conclusion I bave come to is,
that [ will never .fdn use {t, or sanution its use,
in puerperal convulsions. I bave observed that,
howerer satisfactory its employment mAy appear at
the time, it bas been slmost invariably followed by
bronobitls witbin about 48 hours, and that the
patients have sunk rapidly under the latter affee-
tion. 1 have seen this so0 M?cntl that 1 casnot
but look on chioroform end bromohitis, under the
clrcumstances I bave named) s oause and . effect;
and the mortality from the subsequent bronchitis,
~ tb: actoal result of the employment of chloso-

h.ubolhn relates the case of “ g who
woa seised with dyspaces, with sxoesalve lividity of



