
EXCEtsiolt.

THE PRI"ESTHOOD.

The foîlowirig paper was read by one of the proinoters and
iirst, editers of IExcE!csiei, at an entertainnment givel by the Leo
Litcrary Society of the Grand Sciiary, Montreai, to the retiring
elass of '9$ previons to the 0Qhristnmas riain

Iii an occasion like the present onie whien ive seinian-iis see
.<ur more favourcd ones about te le.)ve us to enter upon, their
*duties in the world withotit, wîe are ,tpt to lookfrr to, the
lime wlien we shaHl fiîid ourselves as they (1o to-night. Mien
-sha1I il, be ours to don the sacerdotal armnour and be in re'idiness
to fighlt the arch-enemny of inankind ; thçen WOi it lie osurs to put
on the priestly mande and preach the Saviour to ovr feIloiv-rnan.
What, great work shall nit then be allotted to eaeh of 11s, liow
-vast and nole our field of labour!1 Thouglits sucli as these en-
gage ou attention, as we sec before us a choseri ntimber, who, a.
fe 'ashence raised to tic sublime dignity of /the priesthood,
%vill receive the commission gie otepiSso i atholie

Church to teach ail nations. To coniply with the duties of this
sacred mission wvill soon be their happy lot-duties for wvhicli their
own love cif stifdy anId of picty comibinedl with the vntiririg zeal of
the fathers of the house have so wcll qualified tlxem.

Tro undlerstand the dignity attached to snch a sacred mission,
or to the state of life to wvhichi those who are to fulfil thîs mission
bave been called, requires a more enilightened mmnd than 1 eaul
prctcnd te possess. However, there are. soi-e things connected
with this state of life that make even the mostcasuil or unobserv-
aut feel coavinced that attached to it is the gvreatest, dignity to
which. mari in this life cati attain. Andi who is the priest? Hie is
one chosen by Jesus Christ to continue Ris work of sanctification
uipon ear.th, and to be Hif. amibassador amorig mnen. To him lias
Christ corifidcd wha.t is most, precious to Hum here below; to him
bas Christ coin municated that iost sublime and holy digrnity
which is Father had con ferred tipon H-1imself. Hlmn bas Christ
selectcd froaai the many workers ii Iis vin cyard, and after con-
fcrring uipon him special graces sends hlm forth to do fis own
holy w'ill, ris fie of old sent forth fis aposties. Hie bestows fis
tenderest care un'oI1 him, prepares bis beart and mind to heal iii-
firmities iii the souls of moen. and dlaily feeds hini with spiritua 1
food te build him up in vigorous and manly virtues. flow xnany
inconmparably greater favors does not the Divine Master bestow


