
treatmres lime wvorship of flec beatt ini its
, intents and thotiglits" ; aad it man, Ilis

ereature, citer frein lus busy occupation
in many unavoidabie cares, or from tan
evil tendency of bis nsind howvards lte
love and service of the creatuàe rallier
titan flime Creator, is exposcd ho fle (lan-
ger o? ornutting tliat iiher and] aoler
worsiîip ; notiiing scenis more bupposabie
titan flint there mvould be nmade, on lime
part o? fixe Supreme Governor, a prevu-
aiea b>' îhich the empleyment of a por-
tiou ofth flim ine of man's busy and distract-
ed hife abmoula] have aIl flie nuthority of
commaad, shouid bue found standing on tic
saine fouadation as ever>' otiter moeral re-
quiremnent ;-and accordingly, ive think,
a candid examination o? scriptural testi-
xnony will showi, tat ne peint of ,thlu mer-
al law is announced ivitit grealer ciearness
or oxphicihuesa titan this, porbaps liane su
clearly or explicitly.

Tho saine care witicb lias annouaced
the woadrous action o? ereation, lte six
days svork of corupioting tue visible carth
and heavens in tîmoir preseni aspect, bas
equally marked tlie Divine rest dhit en-
oued. The curtain fails on the aniînated
scenes of a peoplcd cartli and dazzling,
sky, te risc on the sf111 suiblmer seene of
God reposing, and thereby reveaiincg te
rus the Ilrest that romains' for Lis peo.
ple.

la Genesis il. 2, 3, ive rend, Ilaud on
the seventli day God ended hia wvortz
'whichlie bad made; and lie rested on the
seventîs day frein nil lus ivork thai ho iuad
muade. And God blessed the seventhi day
and SANCTI'?IED rr: '. BcIvSE TuTI IN
iT IIE UlAb 1SESTED froni ail Ilis work
lIaI God creatod and muade." Te sancti-
fy, every oaa kmîows, is te, niaIe hli>;
-and te nmake boly when spoken in relati-
on te tbings, le te set spart to a sacred
purpose. Thtis passage, thereforo, ia-
lbrrns us, flit Goti set spart te a sacred
purpose lime sevenîlu day; flint is, ever>'
zeventh day; for' il wouid bie altoge hier
too trivial to suppose LimaI enly time first
nevcntb day is here intended ; especialf>',
as titere was, Ilion, ne ima on fle carth
te keep thaI first day; and il mustble for
mn's observance ftat the day wils made
hioly. -Not for angels, for days and limes
belong net te tem. Net for God Ilini-
oel, for He cannet ho the object o? Hii
own laws.

flore, thon, we Iiîink, is unequivocally
tue announcement o? a series of Salibaths,
or hloy seventh days, comnaencincg hume-
diatel>' after the conipletion of tita work
o? creation ; te lie observod b>' thxe only
beingys whio ceuld, in flue narture o? te
case, observe thein-the rase o? nman.-
Witat moral law is more explicitiy un-
nouaccd titan this? We know o? none.
Evea flie slîedding o? blood fins, ia the
cariler soripture.%, ne clearer mark set on
it as te lircach e? God's law, fluan lte
Institution of thse Sabbath is thus set forth

TuEM SAI3JATfI OBSERVEZ

as a Divine command. And until tire
clearer annotincement of the Decidogue
on Sînai, other moral actions sceim to
have been left chiefiy to inféerenxce, or flice
natuiral impulses of conscience, fur tixeir
evidence; wvhio the authority of flic Sali.
bath blazed iorth fron flic lirst ivith ail
the distinctness and mag-nificence or Soya-
reiga Criactinnt.

1,Vith lighIit sû distinct bearing An tli is
question, ive scarcely kno'v howv Ie meet
iîh any gravit>' or cahinest, those, how-

ever ivcigmty their naines, wvho propose
te reduce titis solena appointaient of mnor-
ai obligation to the levti o? those enaet-
ments o? Mosaic ritual, tlint of' nccssity
passed awîîy veithlictu diqpensation to
%vhich the>' belonged. IIow, wve nxmy
reasonably ash-, ivih wbat shew of reasrnî
or evidence is a !aw made iînînediateiy
on the completion of the work of creati-
on, and then announecd as laiv telbe re-
garded as a part of thht cerexioxinl sys-
lem whichi %vas not institutod untilso nia-
ny centuries afterwards, and for a par-
pose limitud and specifie ? We know
not ia Nvhat ternis a moral lave of univer-
sal obligation could be promulgated more
cicar and conclusive than those now cited
frein Geuesis.

But the passage cited gives out further
liglit than that as yet noticed iii our com-
ment. It not only sCates the fact tih the
serios of seven îh days was consecrated,
but it gives aise the reason of tixat conse-
eration-«1 God sanctifmed, flic day, we
read, Ilbocause" He thiea Ilrested froni
his work." Nothing is plaîuuer than flhnt
lus resting from Mlis work, is, in these
wor.ls, staied as the roason whuy file se-
vernit day, or series of' seven days, is
sanctified. But wby is thnt rest a rerison
for the consecrafion flint ensucd ? A
most prognant inquiry. flow, wve ask, is
it ta lie satîsfaeîoriiy aîuswered ? Does
any repi>' appear more simple and natu-
rai titan this :-tbat as the rest from la-
bor, iviclî seerned te a humnan eye f0 on-
sue whîcn flie work of ercation ceased,
imappily symbolizcd tire spiritual rest of
heaven, therefore the seventh day, flint is
the day wvhen tlint symnbol occurred, was
set apart fo be htself a symbol o? the saine
rest, as well as an tippropriate occasion f0
preparo for it, and 10 enjoy its foretasteP
It would, tihon, according to tbis view le,
to every righit-ininded person, a very bnp-
py day, a day of hoiy enjoyînont. But
15 flot this aiso expressly asàerLed in the
passage ? Wc rend there, net only flint
God Ilsanctilied', the day, or ruade it ho-
]y, but also thaï, lio Ilblessed" il or miade
it happy, wichl seenis te, com'plote time
view now talion o? the entire passage as a
liarnionious wbole ; for it muust, ive con-
ceiie, lie admiutted, by ail whio aiiow flhnt
the %vorslîip of God is a dclightful emplo>'-
moent, thant, if' the zevenhh day wvas conse-
crated te iluat service, this was indecd te
nuake it blessed i and, by ail wite admit

flint (lie rest frotn ftic work of crention te
a symbul of henven, flint filere could bu
ne fitfer reason for ifs consecration.

W'iîlî titis plain declaration ef the will
of God tlint il scventh day, a Sabbatiî,
sheuld fraîn flie fitt, and aiways, recurd
the creatien, symboize Ilcaven, nnd bue
above ail other days a hîappy day, WCe can-
Dot doulilflint holy Patriarchs, provienis
to t ho Mtosaic dispeasation, mnust have ob.
served gladiy flue Divine appointmnrt.-
If niust !uavc beci, WCe conuceive, well and
cotn-nonly kntcwnt and acknowvledged by
ail sincere ivi-.làippers of Jehovai
throughout the Patriarehai agyes; and
ivhen, flieref'ore, ive rend In EýXodt1s Xvi.
23,-"1 And lie Said uinto themu, Thtis is
tuivitieh the Lord bath saici, To.nie,-
row is tlic resi o? the hüly Sabbîxth unto
flic Lor-d," wuo fuel duat the balance of or-
idenco is faîr more ia favour o? regarding
the pasîage as reierring to a usage atrendy
in existence ns derived lrom the Patri-
arche, titan ns dcsigned to intirnate te
commencement of a Mosaio appointaient.

I'assing titis, however, ive cone te thle
announcement of the Decalogue. Dis-
tinct as lias appeared lthe evidence alren-
dy cited Prom Gonesis, stili, if flue law of
flic Sabitalit had not taken ifs place with
othér moral laws ef acknowiedged perpe-
tuily, wvu shouid be compeiied te cormfesi
a deficiency for whieh it wouid ho diffi-
cuit te accouait ceasistontly with fliat ear-
liest record. A Divine lav of Saithati.
cal rest niiiour.ced for purposes and rea-
sons in flheir nature, evidently co-exten-
sive iil limne, dmanded tire sanction or
S5nai. '%Vo turn, however, te flic record
of tliat wondcrful ronewal o? thse moral
iaw, nnd are net disappointed. Side by
side with tixe Ptrst and great comman<i-
ment, the liw o? Divine love, the prohi-
bition o? idelatry, and of the abuse of
eaths, and the laiv o? filial piety, ia the
first and loftiest table o? perpetual moral
law is fouad the iaw of Sabliatical obser-
vance. To us it seerus te throiv inexpli-
cable confusion, whera otiierwise every-
tiuing secami synimnetrical and explicit, in,
suppose that !rite sueli higli place should
lie raiscd a mrue rite of Mosaie appoint-
ment; a shndow flint ias le pass away ;
a type mereiy o? tlic new covenant in
Christ. Wby net exalt te thse saine po-
sition, other positions o? fithat ypical ritu-
ai ? tIse li of tite Passover for instance?
As a portion of hypicai service, tlie pas:-
ovor iwould appear as important as any
Gthor portion, if nlot more se froni ils not
only recordingy (ise protection of the Isra-
clitdes ia tie destruction of Egypt, li
sliaýdow*;îmg fort h flic groat sacrifice te
corne, on whom hinges ail flhe holiea of
mankind, the salvatio'n of the world and
thse giory o? the ?dcdiitorial lCingdorm.

But tire lave of tire Passover is not
tilere; ne other rite of the dispeasation
of types and sitadoîva is there; thore on-
iy, besides te Sabbatb, are the law3 timat


