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ereatlires the worship of the heait in its
* intents and thoughts” ; and it man, His
ereature, cither from his busy occupation
in many unavoidable cares, or from an
evil tendency of his mind towards the
love and service of the creatu.e rather
than the Creator, is exposed to the dan-
ger of comitting that higher and noller
worship ; nothing seems more supposable
than that there would be made, on the
part of the Supreme Governor, a provi-
aion by which the employment of a por-
tion of the time of man’s busy and distract-
ed life should have all the authority of
command, should be found standing on the
same foundation as every other moral re-
quirement ;—and accordingly, we think,
a candid examination of scriptural testi-
mony will shew, that no point of Ahe mor-
allaw is announced with greater clearness
or explicitness than this, perhaps noneso
clearly or explicitly.

The same care which has announced
the wondrous action of creation, the six
days work of completing the visible carth
and heavens in their present aspect, has
equally marked the Divine rest that en-
sued, The curtain falls on the animated
scenes of a peopled earth and dazzling
sky, to rise on the still sublimer scene of
God reposing, and thereby revealing to
us the “rest that remains” for Ilis peo-
ple.

In Genesis ii. 2, 3, we read, “and on
the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made ; ard he rested on the
seventh day from all his work that he had
made. And God blessed the seventh day
and SANCTIFIED IT: BECAUSE TIAT IN
4T ME TAD RESTED from all Ilis work
that God created and made.” To sancti-
fy, every one knows, is to make holy;
and to make holy when spoken in relati-
on to things, is to set apart to a sacred
purpose. This passage, therefore, in-
forms us, that God set apart fo a sacred
purpose the seventh day; that is, every
ecventh day; for it would be altogether
too trivial to suppose that only the first
seventh: day is here intended ; especially,
as there was, then, no man on the carth
to keep that first day; and it must be for
man’s observance that the day was made
holy. Not¢ for angels, for days and times
belong not to them. Not for God Iim-
self, for He cannot be the object of His
own laws.

Here, then, we think, is unequivocally
the announcement of a series of Sabbaths,
or holy seventh days, commencing inome-
diately after the completion of the work
of creation ; to be observed by the only
beings who could, in the nature of the
case, observe them——the rase of man.—
‘What moral law is more explicitly an-
nounced than this? We know of none,
Xven the shedding of blood hus, in the
earlier scriptures, no clearer mark set on
it as the breach of God’s law, than the
Institution of the Sabbath is thus set forth
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as a Divine command, And until the
clearer announcement of the Decaloguo
on Sinai, other moral actions seem 1o
have been left chiefly to inference, or the
natural impulses of conscience, for their
evidence; while the authority of the Sab-
bath blazed forth from the first with all
the distinetness and magnificence of Soeve-
reign enaciment.

With light so distinet bearing on tlis
question, we scarcely know how to meet
with any gravity or calmness, those, how-
ever weighty their names, who propose
to reduce this solemn appointment of mor-
al obligation to the level of those enact-
ments of Mosaic ritual, that of necessity
passed awuy with the dispensation to
which they belonged. Fow, we may
reasonably ask, with what shew of reason
or evidence is a law made immediately
on the completion of the work of creati-
on, and then announced as law to le re-
garded as a part of thut ceremonial sys-
tem which was not instituted until so ma-
ny centuries afterwards, and for a par-
pose limited and specific? We know
not in what terms a moral lIaw of univer-
sal obligation could be promulgated mare
clear and conclusive than those now cited
from Genesis.

But the passage cited gives out further
light than that as yet noticed in our com-
ment. It not only states the fact that the
series of seventh days was consccrated,
but it gives also the reason of that conse-
cration—« God sanctified” the day, we
read, ¢ because” He then ¢ rested from
his work,” Nothing is plainer than that
IIis zesting from His work, is, in these
worls, stated as the reason why the se-
venth day, or series of seven days, is
sanctified. But why is that rest a reason
for the consecration that ensued ? A
most pregnant inquiry. How, we ask, is
it to be satisfactorily answered? Does
any reply appear more simple and natu-
ral than this :—that as the rest from la-
bor, which seemed to a human eye to en-
sue when the work of creation ceased,
happily symbolized the spiritual rest of
heaven, therefore the seventh day, that is
the day when that symbol occurred, was
set apart to be itself a symbol of the same
rest, as well as an appropriate occasion to
prepare for it, and to enjoy its foretaste ?
It would, then, according to this view be,
to every right-minded person, a very hap-
py day, a day of holy enjoyment. But
is not this also expressly asserted in the
passage ?  We read there, not only that
(God “ sanctified” the day, or made it ho-
ly, but also that he “blessed” it or made
it happy, which secms to complete the
view now taken of the entire passage as a
harmonious whole ; for it must, we con-
ceive, be admitted, by all who allow that
the worzhip of God isa delightful employ-
ment, that, if the seventh day was conse-
crated to that service, this was indeed to
make it blessed ; and, by all who admit

that the rest from the work of creation is
a symbol of heaven, that there could be
no fitter reasoan for its consccration.

With this plain declaration of the will
of God that a seventh day, a Sablath,
should from the fitst, and always, record
the creation, symbolize Ileaven, and Lo
above all other days a happy day, we can-
not doubt that holy Patriarchs, previons
to the Mosaic dispensation, must have ob-
served gladly the Divine appointment.—
It must have been, we conceive, well and
commonly kncwn and acknowledged by
all sincere worshippers of Jchovah
throughout the Patriarchal ages; and
when, therefore, we read in Exodus xvi.
923, —¢% And he said unto them, This is
that which the Lord hath said, To-moi-
row i3 the rest of the holy Sabbath unte
the Lord,” we feel that the balance of ev-
idence is far more in favour of regarding
the passage as referring to a usage already
in existence as derived from the Patri-
archs, than as designed to intimate the
commencement of & Mosaic appointment,

Passing this, however, we come to the
announcement of the Decalogue. Die-
tinct as has appeared the evidence alrea-
dy cited from Genesis, still, if the law of
the Sabbath had not taken its place with
othér moral laws of acknowledged perpe-
tuity, we should be compelled to confess
a deficiency for which it would be diffi-
cult to account consistently with that ear-
liest record. A Divine law of Sabbati-
cal rest annourced for purposes and rea-
sons in their nature, evidently co-exten.
sive with time, dc manded the sanction of
Sinai.  We turn, however, to the record
of that wonderful renewal of the moral
law, and are not disappointed. Side by
side with the first and great command-
ment, the law of Divine love, the prohi-
bition of idolatry, and of the abuse of
oaths, and the law of filial piety, in the
first and loftiest table of perpetual moral
law is found the law of Sabbatical obser-
vance. To us it seems to throw inexpli-
cable confusion, where otherwise every-
thing seems symmetrical and explicit, tn
suppose that into such high place should
be raised a mere rite of Mosaic appoint-
ment; a shadow that was to pass away ;
a type merely of the new covenant in
Christ.  “Why not exalt to the same po-
sition, other positions of that typical ritu-
al? the law of the Passover for instance?
As a portion of typical service, the pass-
over would appear as important as any
cther portion, if not more so from its not
only recording the protection of the Isra-
clities in the destruction of Egypt, bus
shadowing forth the great sacrifice to
come, on whom hinges all the hopes of
mankind, the salvation of the world and
the glory of the Mediatorial Kingdom.

But the law of the Passover is not
there; no other rite of the dispensation
of types and shadows is there; there on-
1y, besides the Sabbath, ars the laws that



