
thec race that is set before us. 'l'le un- !more highly favouîre<I by nature or by
certain Iength of' our career, ani the 1fortuitous eireumstanees, outstripped
diffculty uof ftilflhling it, require a spirit thein in the course. Many mighit have
of' patient endurance, sucli as will flot ideservcd succesq, but one oniy hiad the
rclinquish hope in cunsequence of the tprivilegre to obtain it. IlKnow ye flot
deiay or rcmoteness of triuimph, nor that they who run in a race run aill
shrink from, toit becauise there is no pros- but one reiveth the prize ?" It is flot
pect of imniediate repose. Since %ve su in the spiritual carcer; for hiere the
kuiowv that there is a fixed mark wliich honors are awvarded on a more generous
ttrminates our course, thoughl it may ho principle. Ail who rua iveil, strenutouisly,
iîid fromn our view, and that great glory 1and })erseveringiy, shall certainly obtain.
fuhIlowfromreaehiingtie goal, we should jAnd ivhile the swift and forcmost run-
pèrsist in the race, firmiy resolved to iner is duiy rewarded, the more tardy,
press onward froin strength to strength. but flot on that accouant the iess faithft
Many have set out in the Christian ani descrving, provided hoe puts forth
race fuit of hope and promise, but they sncbi inferior powcrs as he o )050550,
soon grew weary ani faint in their minds. 1reeives a just reeompiense. A erowvn is
Their goodncss wvas like the carly dew tproposed for eapb individual that presses
or morning cloud whicli ýanisheth awvay. 1 on to the mark-that continues in the
Of. the multitudes thjat first followed 1faith and obedience of' the gospel. Su
Jesus, most went back and walked no i the apostie deelares whien giving expres-
miore with inm. 'Paul too cliarged the fsion to bis owa joy and assurance,
Gatatians 'vitli stopping short on the "ienceforth there is laid up for me a
ivay-"l ye did run well; ivho did lîindcr èrown of rightcousness, wbich the Lord
you that ye shouid not obey the truth?" the rigliteoues Judge wil- give me at that
Sucbi coaduet cau only enl ia disap- day, and flot to me ouly, but to ail thcrn
pointmnent and disgrace, for hoe that con - that love bis appearing " And in the
tinues to the end shall be saved. Jt was context lie expresses a similar confi-
only when the apostie had flaisbcd bis dence, I therefore s0 rua, not as un-
course and kept the tfiitlî, thiat lie could ccrtainly; so figlît 1, flot as one tlîat
withi joy cxpect a crowrn of rigbtcousncss, beatetb the air." J-le ivas persuaded
fromn the rigliteousjudge. T ie prize of that success would erown bis efforts,
luis ilîii calling Nvas securcd oniy wvhen and the persuasion wvas in bis case a
lie reaced ti' mark. And stili the constant stimulus to exertion. In as
language of the riglîtcousjudge to every muebi as lus labor wvas not in vain, lie
betiever is-" B3e thou faithful unto abounded the more tiierein. The cer-
leatii, and 1 wvili give tlîee a crowa of tainty of sueceqs-a eertainty grouadcd

life." And to thei atone wvill lie gîve flot on lifs superiority over the aposties,
eternai life, wlîo by patient continuance nor on bis outrunning others in the
in welt doiag, are seeking for glory, heavenly raee, but on the fact tlîat
luonour and irnmortality. f',ttlifulness in the case of each individ-

Il. The inducements s0 to rxi. tialiwill berewardcd, wroughit powerfully
1. The ccrtainty of succcss.. Those on01 the mmnd of Paul;. and so it siîouid

who eontended ia the Stadium had flot on the minds of ail whbo scek for ini-
this assurance to support and encourage mortai honors. Because the fccblest,
themn ia the race. For in the games of lie that lias the fewvest talents and labors
ol a person migbit contend lawfully, under the greaitst disadvaatagcs, has
lay aside cvery cacumbrance, exert, to no reasoa to be discouraged at seeing
the utmost ail bis energies and persevere the rapid progrcss of others more gifted
to the end, and stiti flot obtain the lionor tluan him,,elf; for iflhe continuies faithful
after whicb lie aspired. 0f ail tue unto death lie, as weii as tliey, shall
racers, and generally there were inany have a crown of tife. If this refleetion
t!iat ran together, one only could suc- siîould flot operate as an inducement to
cced. Howevcr carefuil and laborious patient continuance in welt-doing, if

nli t have been tlucir training, and the certainty of success should be mnade
lio'wèer great their ceherity, coasiderillig an excuse for making hess effort to ad-

hir physical strength and structure, vance, ut proves a most defectivo state
their running wouid be ail in vain if one of feeling, a mind thuat bias yct to be


