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Greece and Romne, of Assyria and Babylon, of I>crsia and India,
of China and Japain, of Western Europe and Amecrica, and of
Africa and the Isies of the Sea. -By a comparison of the resuits
of investigation iii this wvide field with Christianity, mnany valuable
conclusions may be reached. Thus it will be discovered that the
carlier religYIous beliefs arc more monotheistic and purer thail the
later in every one of the great ethnic religions. It will also ap-
pear that thc further back rcligious beliefs and practices iii dif-
ferent systcms can, be traced, the inore are they founld to resemble
each other, a fact which points to a common origrin and to a prim.-
e-val revelation. The study of comparative religion will also reveal
the fact that xhe lawv of developmcnt in mercly huinan or natural
religions is sfcady, deterioratio,,. The Iight of primeval revelation

rosfainter and fainter until %whole races becomne shrouded
iii darknless. But with Christianitv it is othemwise. The Chris-
tian systu:n, togcthicr with antccdent Judaisim, reveals a lune of
continuai expansion and grovtl tili the lighrlt b-caine the noon1-
tidc brightness of thé gospel day. The only rcasonable explana-
tion of the fiacts is that ail] onvard religlious movenient is the resuit
of spécial divine interposition, and that the divine causalitv iii
the formn of thc supernatural has crer opcrated in the linc of
Judaismn and Christianitv. Hcnce thc Christian svstmn lias gn
,on froni one degrce of strcngth unto another, wvhilc other rcl igions
are likc streains which havù wandercd aiway froin the channel of
the supcrnatural until lost in tlhe descrts of rcligious ignoranc.

The apl)ogtet haviiig discovcrcd the supernatural aIs the pecu-
liar possinof the Christiani systcm, inust cxplain its nature
-uid mnanifestaitions. As to its nature, lie will shoiv that tcspr
natural is mrort than the mcrcly supecrsenisible or superbuini
that it is more thami thc hyperinatcrial, and othcr than God's ordi-
nary :nodcs of working in nature and of ruling in lnman history..
Thé apologetc inust v'indicatc thé rcality of the supernatural as
involving certa-ýin unusual or extraordinary modes of God's opera-
tion in relation to nature and human history %vhich ha-,vce religious
cnds ii view. *rhen the grc<.ý fourfold manifestation of the Super-
natural in the çl)hcrc of hunian history must bc uiifvleed nt
iciiý,th. Finit, the s-upecrilatural as ininifqcstcd in ~cer~which
*giVes- revclatin ;1% WC haVe it ill the Sc$purs;scOndly, t'le

suprnaura es ,aifse in <?a, which rnt the li-ricle
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