
15] TR&N8FORMIATI0!UB IN 1RW GIJINEA Al'D rOLY2NESIA.

mon ; but thiey hiad not lost the Mdea of a go(l, a suprcmne being. Thie
Bible inforins us thiat God made man aftcr lus own image. It is egqually

id. truce that man makes bis god aftcr hlis own imagc. Thiese people hiad bc-
tocorne cruel, so their god ivas cruel. Tlîat " God is Love" was a perfect

üd revelation to tliem. Thecy liad lost thie scriptural idea of a future state,
edbut had an idea of a future state. Nor hiad tlhey lost tlie idea of rewards
Qfana punisbments after dcati. So thiat wve founid a doctrine of Thieismn, a

li, doctrine of a future state, and a doctrine of rewards ýand puinisiinents ; and
lîy instead of beginningr by denouucing thecir hieatheai practices, we beganl by

elcorrccting thecir ideas on thiese silbjects of corninon belief. As Cliristianity
becamne k-nown, appreciated, and feit, thecir heatlien practices wcre aban-

rai Our first duty in landing among theose strange and savige tribes, 'who
hiave no written lenuae is te acquire their lnguage îand gaia their Con-

Ad fidence, ncithcer of îvichl is so difficuit to, accoinplishi as mauy people sup-
pos. or nsance, -%houi tliey corne off to our boat, or wve land on thie

u. beach, -%vo are on tlie looiz-out for thie key sentence to thecirlagg.
tu Evrytiiing about us is new te thecin-our clothies, umbrella, vatchi, baud-

o- bag, boat, salis, oars, etc. Tliey are naturally vcry nuchi surprised, auJ
vcry inquisitive, and wve 'watch for.a sentence îvhichi ive expeet to hecar over
and over again as thiey hiandie or point te, different thiings, and ive write it

ri downi phonetically, assumning thiat it incans, '& Whiat is thiis ?"
In rcducing thiese langruages to Nvritiug, w-e ne ver use thie E,,nglislh sounds

e; to the v'owels. A VoNwei -Vithi us is a. pure simple Sound, and if wve ;vant
thle twvo sounds of the Englishi vowel, i we use <' a" and " i," or of thie

S. Fn'1.lishi vow£.1 u, wve use L P' and '' u," <rivinc, thie continental sounids to
te he vowcls. Thuis, whien 1 first, camec in contact withi thie people of New

dl. Cuinca, and hecard "« .Nalit peik" repea-tcdly, accompanicd by an inqlliring
look, I Nvrote it down, and thien tried to find out if it wvas the sentence I

or antcd by taiing a, cocoanut and saying te one of thie natives, "'Nalu

.. k S - Thie inan Iooked -tstotinded, then delighited at thec discovcry that
1 kncw lus langruage. lHe thien poured ont a torrent of words, supposing,

s, that 1 kncw ail lie said ! llowever, iny onlv rcply .va., aYl, ,cik ? Ile
m.son cauglit thie iiiea thiat Té Nantced the naines cf tlhing, anJ secnîed mnost
anxiois, to give nie a long list. 1 hiad got thie key sentence, and the rest
was easy. To find ont thie grammar, hiowvecr, is more diflicuit, and often

n. takes nîaly years.
Soîne people consider timat thiese trîbes cannot be civilized aud saveri.

Othersmsy tliat tlhey arc not worthi tie trouble and expense. iMy own ex-
perience cniaticaliy Contradiets both thecse, stateonents. 1 ain convinced

à. that thrre. is no race se low thiat Chiristianiity cannot raise, civilize, and save
tbemn; and ne languago inte whliclh lime Seriptures cannot bc translitcd.
My own experience and testirnony resenible thazt of other inissionaries iii
Polynesia and New Guinea, îvichl ail go to shiow thiat onc of thie most strik-
ig prooifs of the truthi of Christianity, aud. of its transforming power, is
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