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THE MINISThY'0F MONEY.-No. II.
THE MOTIVES AND METIRODS 0P GIVING.

[EDITORUÂL.-A. T. P.]
WhY anJl how shcdlt 1 give? This question is answvered at

length, in 2 Corinthians, Stli and 9tli chaptors.
The digniiby and gravity of the subject of Christian giving xuay be

seen from the space herc given to it, two entire chapter's in this epistie
being dcvoted to this theme. Giving lies lowest a-ad highest in thle
structure of Christian life: lowest, for the idea of stewardship toward
God and. fellowsllip, with mail is at the bottomi; hig1e.st, for tI>je
ripest, richest fruit of godliness is unselfish benlevolence.

The Levitical system of giving met ail needs of churcli suplport aîîd
chu-chl work. The atonement ironey, Levitical tithes, temple tithjer,
and poor tithes, i'ith the first thiiigs and free-will offerinigs. beit 110
want uîisupplicd.

After the dispersion, the Jews and proselytes in foreigul bands sent
to Jerusalem annually th-- sacred monley, or temple tribute, %ichel
*was paid as -a miatter of patriotism aud of piety. This usage niay )lave
suggested a cor1tribution from the Gentile churches for the Mýothjer
Churcli at Jernaeml during th e extreme destitution iwhich carne of
the social revobution, persecution, an overstocked labor ma<,rket, aud
famine. At the first suggestion the matter was taken up eageriv at
Corinth, but not being folloived Up by systematie effort, easily gave
place to lukewarmness, if not opposition, until disciples enidcavor-ed
to hide behlind complaints tliat Paul was too exacting lu his derninds,
or wvas even se -,king private adniutage. Confident that thie hecart. of
the Corinthian , onverts would react in favor of 'what *,«as righlt, Pau,
souglit to rekind&e the spirit of alms-giving. Such. is tlue historie ini.
troduction to these two chapters.

It 'would be impossible to exaggerate the supreme výa1ue of this per-
fect plea for Christian giving ; for, in the course of this argumenint,,
every pri7LCi.ple upofl which, giving is fou nded is distinctly stated. ind
every nifot-ce, which could influence Christian giving 15 directiv ap.
pealed to ; hience, when this ar ument is thoroughly mastcred, nothing
remains to be addedl.

Exanliuing and analvzing botli ehapters, we shaHl find fourtui
grand divisions in the argument ; hiaif of them may represent prijnc
pies.. and the other hiaif motives ; thougrh it will bc often apparcTlt tht
montives auJ plriniciples run into each othier. For unity and brevityvie
disregaird thc order of versez, and group thc sevenlorincipkes aud tte
seven motives iu logical arrangrement.

I.-PRIWCIPLES 0F GWVING.
1. The basis of acceptable giving is self-giving. (Se viii- 5.)

"They first gave their own selves unto thc Lord. " Comipare Pil
1. whiere God tcaclicE that the wicked who hate iustruion aiîd U-1
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