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the eidren of Scotland. Your teachers
and friends ivill provide you with cardà
and collecting papers, and gieyou all
necessary advice. There isbut one di-
rection which ive gi'e you further, and
that is, to remember tixat thougli somo of
you may be not able to give inuch nio-
ney, you can ail give your prayers, and
these will bc more pleasing to God and
more useful to the mission than gyreat,
sums of silver and gold.e

By order of the Board,
JAMES BAYNE, Sec.

2b M)e Reu James Bayne, Secre1ary? to Mhe
.Board of Foreign Missions of Presby-
terian Church of Nova Scotia.

ANEITEU-M, NEW 1-EBRIIDEtS,
June 2Oth, 1855.

Rev. and .Dear eSir,--
We beg respectfuliy to cati the atten-

tion of your Board as we arc doing that
of the Missionary Conimittee of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Syaiod in Scotland,
to the folloiingr objeet:

We are of opinion that our mission on
this group, bas advanced so far through
the favour of Divine Providenc, that
in order to carry on the ivork to advan-
tage, it wvduld be nccssary for us to have
at our command a sinall schooner of ten
ot twelvc tons burden. For sucli a ves-
àel ie have three objects iii viewv-two
immediate, and one prospective ; to visit
our teacbers Ioeated, or to bc Iocated, ini
thxe adjoining islands ; to facilitate friendl-
ly intercourse betwcen influential na-
tives on this island and on the islands
around us; and in tixe event o? mission-
arieg being stationcd on the neigylibour-
ing islands, to be able to hold regular in-
tercourse i.th theni.

In the first place ive are anxious to
have our teachers visited three or four
times a year. They, are but babes in
knowledgce, and babes in grace. Tixcy
require to bc instractcd, guided, and en-
coura<ged, in their difllcult and discourar-
ingr 1aýurs. If left entirely to thexnse1-
ves among a strange and heathen popu-
lation, thiey are very apt to become dis-
couraged, to sink down in dispnoDcency,
and to do nothing. But if regularly vi-
sited, they may effeet much good in pre-
paring the wvay for Missionaries. Wluile
wc expeet but -verv little froin their di-
rect tcaching, we reg-ard them, as valu-
able pioneers to prepare the wvay for a
more official agcncy. At present they
cannot bc visited but at great risk-s.

Ia the neit place, we wvish to promotie
a safe and friendly intercourse îe ween
this and the adjoining islands. Consid-
erable good miglit bcecfFected by influ-
cntial natives from this isiand occasion-
ally -fisiting the adjoiningr isiands, and
by influential natives frnm these islands
visitinag this island in return. We succeed-
cd in r-opening the mission on Fortuna,
chiefly by means of a party of Fiortuna
natives,, who had been residing for some
mionths on this island, and who obtained
a passae to their own land on board the
"JoînVâiams." It ias in consequence

of mutual intercourse between natives
of this island and natives o? Tana, that
we succecdedl in opcning up a noiv sta-
tion on that island. Tlxere is a limited
and irregidlar intercourse at present car-
ricd on bctwecn the islands; but it is
earried on at such a risk, and oftcn at
such a loss of life, that we do ail in our
powver, no&ý to encourage, but to discour-

ag2t, Within the ast year frorn twenty
tothrty lives have been lost betweeni

this island and Tana and Fortunia. llad
ive a schooner, such as ive contemplate,
wve couldi regyulate as wve]l a.9 encouragé
this intercourse; so that the most influ-
enfil natives %vould chiefly niakec and
receive thiese Visits.

In the third place, it is highly pro2a,
bic that before ive can possibly procu;re
sueh a vessel, missionaries ivili bc settlcd
on some of the adjoining islands; and if
se, it wouid bc desirable in the highcst
degree, that we could inaintain regular
communication wvith one another. It
would bc encouraging, and inight be bc-
neficial for ncwbrethren, to liave a visit
several tinxes a year, and it wvould be an
additional guarantee for their safety.
This, hoivevcr, eannotebe donc unless wve
have a vessel, such as« 'we pr-opose, at our
command. AUl that the 'Jblin Wili-
ans" can accomplisb, is to pay us a visit
once a ycar ; or, as in the present instance
once in tivo years, and land tixe supplies
o? the uxissionaries. Thesp, are imipcrt-
ant and indispensible services ;our
vesse], however, wvould only stiulenient,
not supersede, the services of tie "lJohin
Williams."

From enquiries that ive hxavxe mxade,
-we are satisfied that suei a ve!sse1 could
bc obLaiincd, and fully fitted out for sen,
for the suni o? thrce hunulred pouinds
sterling. (£300.) We are further cer-
tain ofethis, that the current expénses of
suei a vessel would not be hecavy. She
would lie employed only on occasional

April.186


