
ON 31uspuUMS1, &c.,

The career of Napoleon III., the originator of the spectacle whieh
rendcrcd 1867 so inem*orable, wili doubtlcas Iierenfier bc employed, after
tbe traditional fashion, to point a mioral and adorn a talc. fIe will bc
one more conspicuous instance of the instability of humin greatuess.
Ho evilIlbieparallellcd pcrhaps lu sentimental strain with Croesus. Solon
had said to, Croesus, when displaying to him bis miagniiec as 0n
of Ienia, CINo one whilc lbe lives is happy." Whcn in the grasp of
Cyrus, Oroesus rccallcd with groans this saying of Solon. The oracle
bad said to Crinsus, "lGo up against Persia, and thou shait destrey, a
Mgreat empire.> Hc wcat up aecordingly, but witlh thc fate that bias
befallen Napolcou. With reasen did lie, when in durance, scnd to
ask of Apollo if hoe wére net ashamcd of having encouragea hlm, as the
destincd destroyer-of the empire of Cyrus, ta bcgin a war with. Persia,
of whieh suàl wcre the first fruits; and with equal renson dia Apollo
reply, IlWhcn the Goa told him that if hoe attaecd the I>crsians, hie
weuld dcstrey a mighty empire, ho ouglit, if lie hadll cou 'wise, to have
sent again and inquired wbieh empire was nicant, that of CJyrus vr bis
own." Again, mittatis mulandis, the words of Croesus ta Cyrus inigit;
bce addrcssed by Napolen te William ai Prussin, IlWhat 1 dia, 0 King
was te thy advantage, aud te my ewn loss. If tîjere be bMaine, it rests
with thse Ged of the G rocks, who enceuragea me te liegin the war. No
aue la se foelish as te prefer t -peaze w~ar, inu whio1Qlilnsteaa ef sans
burying their fathers, fathers bury their sons. But thc gods willed
it se." And this convenient shifting off frein humau shoulders ai the
burden ai respouisibility weuld prebably bce acccptcd with complacency
by the Prussian King.

The ivords, hovovcr, afi Napoleen III., whichi ini connexion with thse
Exposition af 1867, 1 was purpesiu g te quote, ihen this digression
'was iaduccd, were these :-" The Exhibition of 1S67," lie saià, in the
really noble address whicb accoînpanicd the dclivery by huxuiscîf of the
medals te the succcssful exhibitors, Ilwill, I hope, inaugurate a new
cms of lîarniony and pragrea. Assured that Providence blesses the
efforts af all those w1îo, like ourselves, Misls te do goa, 1 bploVe iun
the final triumph of the great principles ef morale and justice, whieh, by
satis.yiug all legitimate aspirations, eau alone consolidate throes, clevate
thse people, and ennoble huma«ýnity."

These words, heard now'aniid the dreadful cohees which evcry hoûr
reach us from whàt was beautifuil and cemparatively prespereus rirance,
'have a strange and hollow sona. They- may, in spite ef appearance,


