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THE RELIGION OF THE ANCIENT
IRISH NOT ROMAN CATLHOLIC.

‘The ludicrous fictions of Rtaman Catholics res-

2 fecting St. Pawick ieve nduced sany sober

v Christians to Joudbt whulier there ever esistnl
such a person. - -

But if ancicnt and. unquestivnable documents
may be eredited, there, was, beyond question, such
o man. g }Ve tan no.mo:e glestion therexistence
of St. Patiizidthan 80Ky Alfred. 1 shalt con-
*-nt myselfyfeitli rofering to Archbishap Ushess |
s00k, O (Re:Reliziapyiroressel by ths asctent
Iriz&,-b“.’l:‘i,t-&i:’.‘;{'z_:id' the authorily quoted by
hint3 alse_tosibe historian Muozbeim, -under his
details 6T the iMY century, partic; and the au-
thots there quoted and relerred o by Rist.

It is proper here 10 remark, in veference (0 his
title of * Saint,” that umong prititeve christians,
in the carly ages, the word Sain! scems to have
been uscd, perkaps iovarably, as our medern
word Jteverend. It cxpreseed, at first, venerstion
for the real virtues of yodly pastors ; by degrees
it became a general tide of men in the sacred
office. Hehee Suint Ibar, the predecesror in
Ercland of Sein? Pauick s herce St Cormic and
St. Columblulle. ‘This title,”$n those.apostohc
times, wasas different, in fs use znd desigo, fiom
that of modern popery, as.the title of St. Paul 13
from the title of Judus. S

The Saint Patrick of the primitive and ancient
Irish church is a totally dificrent character from the
Homan catholic Irish sxint—St. Padraig. Thisis
the truc and corTect name, us any one may see by
looking into Buler’s Lives of the Satats, vol. 1.
p- 317, Dublin cdition. Hence thc quotations of
Butler—*¢ Domnack-Padraig ;*° aud ¢ Subkal
Padraig.”? By this name I shall carefully dis-
tinguish tke Irish Roman catholic saint from the

.immortal christian, St. Patrick.

T am inclined to think that 1we must admit that
St. Padraig was cither an impostor, or a merely
fictiuous charncter, 1 this man really converted
the ancicnt Irish to christianity, wmcaning the
Roman caiholic religion, then he must have lived
in tho ficsl or sccond century, when chreistianity

.was first propagated in Britain and Ireland.

. Butthiscanoot bej for first, popery, 2y we
shall presently see, was not cradied, cor even
born, in Irelend in thosc days.  And, sccond, the
futhoss of St. Padraig’s storics do not pretend
rﬁubhc lived before tne beginuing of the Gifth
cealdry.  Seo.Butler’s ¢ Lives,” 1. 313. Those,
therefore, whourcpresent him as he first preacher
of the gospel in Ircland, and the person who cun-

verled the Irish, do hold him up as an impostor,
1a the face of all historical facts.

|
i

T om inclined to view him as a mere ficiitious
charscter, modeled on that of St. Patrick.. Aad
he buars tho same relation to the tslter, whicdi the
characiers in Sir Walter Scott’s historical ro-
mances, clothed by that inimitable &riter’s fancy,
in all their glory aud pathos, bear to those of
sober and real history.  When popery triumphed
over [relaud, somne suven ernturies ufler St Pa-
trick was in his grave, the foreign ciuissacics of
Rome never could reot out the native Irish’s pro-
fourd teneration and love of St. Patrick, e
tived in theie songs, iv their moumtain tales, .in
Whinwild ang siweet muar, in their unsubdystic
afffciidn for Lis pure” aoy, sivple chix iaciy,
‘The foreign priests and p‘arﬁzms of Rome,
therefore, retamcd zomething ko bis nawme, if
not the sery name ; they placed bim a few centu-
rics before his real time, or, rather, they placed
the date of lrish catkolic christianity before e
days of its real christianiiy : thea, 1a addition ta
thus, they clothed him wih mibracuhius powers;
fhey held him up as a gensuine herant, and 3 true
Romish fanntics) ascene. Tirey nzhe im perform
vight hundred pious geuuflenions of a day; oae
third of e nizht he citonls half of the psatins ;
ong third, he lies on a cold stonc pavement, with
a bleek of gramite for the pallow of his white
haizs 3 and ouc tkird, ke s (ds up o the brcast
in ccld water! On one cer on, he sails from
Scotland, zad again to. Ei._ wd, upon 2 mill-
stone; he feeds a company ot fri nds, onc day, on
his culy cow ; next day sheis alive, and grazing,
as usual, in lus meadow ! A child ha:devoured
by hogs, he rawes Iram the dead, ond makes cn-
fire ! Bven tbe more cautious Buller says, ““he
converted 2ll Iecland Jy bis preaching aud mira-
cles.”  Ard in his culogy on him, Le adds, that
*¢ he restored sight 1o the blind, healed the sick,
and raiscd ninc dead persoas to lifc;”? and “ea-
nclled, by his benedsction, venomous crcatures
from Ireland”??!  Vel. i. p. 317,

Henee, Si. Padraig is a purc fiction of the for-
cign Roman emissarics, palmed on the successhra
of the accicnt Irish christians, whom, as usual,
by frauds and imposture, they contrived to sink,

by degrees, into the characieristic sznorance of | p-

Komaenism ; and thus they prepared themn te re-
ceive any fictions at theic hands, cven the most
incredible and absurd.  And thus the deluded and
brutalized children of the famous primitive lrish
chrlsuaus arc susk so Jow as 10 behieve the popery
of Re:ne and the romances of St. Padeaiz o Lo
the gosped of Christ, and the preachic —of the
vencrable and apostolic St Patrick! Such was
ths origin of St, Padraig; and such hes becn the
fearful result of Lhis ficrion, wiclded by the Rom-
ish invaders of Iroland ! .

St atrick was o native of Scotlsad; bern, &

is probable, at a place near Glasgow, which yet
bears his nawe, namely, Ktlpatrick. EHis original
name was, as hosheim observes, Succathuse
He was a Roman citizen (rom bis father’s enjoy-
1 that rank under imperial Romne ;3 and of good,
1T not of noble birth. 1lence, as Gibbou obscrves,
e probably, from this circumstance, took the
name of Patricius, a Patriciau, or nubleman.
Henee the same Patricks )

One of the inog! satisfactory proofs of SL. Pail-
raig’s being, as we have scen, amere ercalure of
a papist’s fancy, is the constant and dcliberate
asser i3 of Reinzn cailiolies, LSt Padraig
Sficst preaticdthe gespal'i ebzciand, and ecaverted
the Irish icm pagauism. This is enough 10 ex-
pgse all the wild romance of their Getitious saiut,
Oac seed ask vo mare than this, 10-upsel the
whole system, resting on this Stlus of St Pade
raig’s shoulders !

Lie must hie deplorably ignorant of the first ele-
menlx of history, who dces not know that Saint
Pairnk arrived in Treleud in A D. 432, ¥ refer
to Mosheim and his asthoriiics.

But, he 13 cqually ignorant of history who docs
; not kugw that primitive and apostolical christian~
1y was planied, and was flourishing in Ireland
fur centuries biefore his arsival.  This is a period
of drish bistory whicii bus been studinusly con~
ccehd, and unblushingly perverted by modern
papists. 1 kzow uot & period of history, ancient
of wmadein, 1n the old or acw world, which has
been more shawefully corceuled, altered, and
penierted. I has, in (act, bees twrned by popish
privsis, into the viriest fictions of beld, ghostly
romauce ! ’

Whosocser uiay hare been tie honored iastru-
ment in carrying the blessed gospel of Christ into
Britata and [reland, this is most cer.ain—it came
not {rom the Latina, or the Romish church ; and
the missionary wes not a Lutin, or a Reman.

The primitive teachers were from the Asiatic,

or the African church, which in St. Augusting’s
aays, proclaimcd themselves independent of
Roime and its bishop. See the decree of the M-
levitan ceuncil, in Mansi Colce. Concil. tom. iv.
'
+  Archbishop Ushcr has established this point in
his bock of 1%he Religion of the ancient Irish.
Inull the quarrds betwween the Greck and the
Latin churches, about the tinc of kecping Easter,
the British and the Yrish churches invarnably re-
tained thelr carliest aod primitive practice, that
of ths Greck church.  See Usher, chap 10.

Mr. Grose, thc eminent antiquarian, in his
Monastic Aatiguilics, has observed that, “Poly~
| carp scal missionarics 10 spredd the gospel in ths
| west and the nosthesn parts of Europe. Thoy
arc a pure and uncorrunted ritual to thei cone
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