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[Fron'i lho Metropolitan.]

- iithe month ofMlayw~ewiere visited bYthe
moet terrifie bail -torm 1 ever witrressed in the
plaine ci India. [t came fromn the north-enst
and muet have been cradled in, the moun-
tainous regione of that, dirt. At about 41, P.
X. the north-eastern horizon darliencc to
pitchy blacliness. The air was etili, and nnt
a sound disturbed the breathicos tranciuillitY.
save an occasional low growt of thunder very
distant. The dark mansa at tiret advanced sc>
slo'tvly that tIre motion ivas not perceptible,
and we tvere only con2cious that it did ap-
proach, in a maniner that wve are aivare the
lîour-hand of a clock hias moved alter an in -
terval of time.

Suddenly a flash of lightning clove the
thick gloom, which for an instant only dis-
closed a gulf of liquid and living- ire, that
madle the succeeding darkness more intense;
a crash of thunder followed, that shook fi
habitations of men to their very foundatione

It scerned as if thie first discharge ivere the
signal for a general etorm, wvhich came on
rapidly ; the ligbtniog -rad ually hecomne one
flashing streara of tire, the thunder an almost
unceasitig roar above and around us, accora-
panied by a tremendoxis fait of bait.

There appears te be a gencral depression
of nature, anirnate and inanirriate, during a
tliurrder-storm, and the ivilde--t spirite seem
atternpered te seriuusness. It is felt as the
voice of the Rluler of ail worlds, that will be
heard and listened te with soiemn awe and
deep reverence by ail his creatures; and 1
have Eeen the mort recirless z-coffers at rel1i -
gion abide with blanched cheelc and in soli-
citous anxiety the duration of a storm, and
tule boldest lrold hie breath wvlile the vuice of
aIre Lord oif ait things bias spukiei in tlItn-
der.

TIhe storm lasted in its fullest violence for
about t4vo heours, and alter it hait ceased, an
evening se catim, se cool, so ethereally beau-
tifal, succeeded, that wards would utterly
lhii in an attempt te describe it.-Thee whe
have wvtneesed such, a storm wilt aise have
experienceri tIe camn relief and joyoueness of
epiri'ft which sacceode Mvien the stormn lias
passed away, and tbe agitated air azain sigha
itscif to rest, refreslîed and purifled, In tlîis

stprm several orfthe natives were hilled by,
the lightning, and the fia.-Staff 'vas shatterý
ed to pieces.

The tirne of oursojourn at Berhamporchad
now nearly expired. A fortunate increasein
the arrny liad given lieutenantcies ta ail (t
ensigne of rny standing, and the order arri.
ved whichi postedl us finally to regiments:.-
Those of us whose destination were attainab!e
by waler commu~nication, wcre, by the kind
arid conqiderate permission of government,
ai Iowcd to remnain at Bcrhampore matil te
rise of the river siould render the shallosy
places navigable.

The water in the various rivers of Inià
beg-,ins sloivly te rise about the month ofAprit
although tlic rainy season docsnot comnexe
in Unpper Hindostan tilt late in June. 1Te
ie consequent, in the first place, on the heavy
fait f orain and bait in the mnountains duria,
Marchi and April ; and, esndly, on the
meeting of the snow in the higber re.gîonkz
whenr the suri becomes more vertical, aMd
ivhich. a ppeare to me tu be one oi' the mne
siriking and beautirul arrangements of lJý
vine Providence wvhich can ber imagined.

Alnîiost the wh9le of' Upper Hindostan*,
one vast plain, se level, tîcat tire fait ci' IL
Gang-es, alter quitting the inouniains, is ký
survey averaged at no more than fout inct
in the mile. Frora the breaking up of' IL,
rainy season, i the latter end of Septemk,
to its re-comrîîencemeut. late in June, rais.
sc.arcely linown to 1411, excepting ia a fe,
very lighit showers occasionally about Chris
mas. It mnay be weil imagine(], therefor
that the burning tropical suri, pouring itsur
ceasing heat for nearly nine months succce
ively upon the eandy soit of India, woulddr&
up the rivers and calcine the surface of Jh
land with ait its vegetable produce ta dtL-ý
had floL the omniscient Creator caused I
very agent of'destruction itseWfto be ifs oiî
corxector, even frorn. tire moment thiat i
wvorkof destruction would otherwisc cor
mence; for the self*-same heat that parcht
thre plains opens exhaustcos fountains of mc
ter in the mountains, by dissolving thù
snowo, and the rivers are thue unceasinol
supplied.

Jt ivas flot till the commencement of Jul


