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present, and toasts were drank in something,- we know not

what, for the reporter has left out the quality of drink used ;]
but there were toasts given, for the most part complimentary
to fallible men. The example we regard as pernicions in
the extreme. Temperance men and Christian men ought to
avoid the very appearance of evil in their respective voca-
tions.

We find, in one of our exchanges, the views of good old
¢ Cotton Mather? on the subject of « Drinking Healths,>
which we here subjoin. They were published more than
150 years <o, but are not deprived of their vigour and
propriety by the lapse of time: The Rev. Dr., as was the
custom of the times, states the question—-

Whether to Drink Healths be thing fit to be practised by the
Professors of the Chiistiun Religion ?

L. Ttis too notorious 1o ba denied, that it was originally »
heathen custom o drink those which were calied the Cups of
Healihy in token of fespect to the object mentioned m ther cups.
The great Austin traly says, De puganorum observalione yc.
mansit. 1 isa Religue of Paganism. And wasmuch as it is
not & natural action, bat an action of o religions nature, and as
themsolves eatled 1t a devotin, it is now reached by those oracles
of God, wilieh forbid our learming the works of the heathen, and
our walking as the Gentiles in the vanity of their minds, snd our
:'u!t;pinu' the vain conversation received by tradition from our

athers.

2. That which verv mnch adds to the ubligations lying upon
christiang to abandon ting Relique of Paganism, is the idolatrous
und diabolical intentions that gave the first risc unto it. . We are
assured frum ull the wonuments of antiquity, that the -bealths
drunk by the Pagans were first of alt, drink offerings to their
demons, they sre u cop of devils; and then sufficiently to com.
pliment their princes and patrons, they carried on the offerings
to these mortals ulvo; and lastly, the compliment proceeded so
fur us to tuke 1n nuy friends whom they saw cause to treat with
such flounshes of aflection It becomes Christians to boware
of having any fellowship with such unfruitful works of dark-
neass. .

3 To drink a eup, as a purt, or sign, of wurnvocition upon
the bicesed Gou, for the health of uny person, is a superstition
directly forbiddcn by the Second Commandment.  Nor 15 it or-
dinarily free from a violatinn ot the ‘Third, and that the drinking ,
aof u health 1 thus desigricd, sud so hecomer no other than n pro.
fane sucrament, was tho Judgment of Ambiose, avhen he winte
thoee words, Quid memorem Sacramenta ?
Imperatorum. ‘T'o drink a health implics an
objeet for that health 5 1his way
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apphication o some |
of 1t 13 unwarrantable.

4. 'Ta begin or follow healths, which bind persons to drink off
theit caps, is 2 manifuld «ffence agamat charily, jostice and
reuson,—Such heuliths, buing us the aneients traly called them,
the Devil's shoemg-horns te draw on diunkennery, ure scandals !
wherein much brotish folly is comuntied. nnd mare vecastoned.
The proninve Chrg-tins therefore justly refused them, und con-
demucd them.  Great Emperors have made cdiets against them,
Pugun witers have satincally lashed them. Aod even Pupish
wiiiers have roproachod the Protestant profes-ion, tor their bemg .
80 much practis~d under 1t !

5. Nut only the nomberloss and prodigions exorbitanee of
health-drmking. a1e to be avoided b ev 1y Christian, but the very !
praposing our cups to the prosperity of what e therein remoem.
hered. PTis n v plen, that we drink no more than a cwil
remembrance of the percen. or sflans meationed in owr cupa.—
Why is the action of drnking singled out rather than any other
for the teken of the remembranee > And why s there such stress
Inid wpon a concuticnce in the acaon 7t oy hut a contimuation
af tho old Paganian, which had better be utferly sb vished, thun
thus sefincd and preserved.  Bvery thing that serves ¢ ther to re.
vive of mamtiun the ofd Pagan (ollis, and barden nen them,
should be dechned by them that wounld rdern the doctrine of God
our Saviur.

“Mr. Gough's Visit to England. .
We stated sume time ago that our esteemed friend and
brother, J. B. Gough, was about to visit England. We aie
glad to know from himself that such is the fact. May a
gracious Providence protect him on his voyage, and give
him success in his labonrs. We who know Mr. Gough and
have had the pleasure of listening to his heart-stirring ele-
quence, are well able to anticipate the best results ; for,
wherever did be "attack the enemy without some means of
victory ?—not all he wished or prayed for, but we have never
seen him engaged vocally in his glorious work without feel-
ing that God was with him. And now we pray that Eng-
land, his native land, may not only acknowledge his prezemi=
nent gualifications, and do honour to his genius; -but that
through alf the rauks of her vast povulation, she may feel the
truth he speaks, and adopt the principles he advocates. In
Gods good providence, Gough has picked a stone from the
brook of America, which we 4ust he will harl at the Go-

liath of intemperance in England, and lay the giant-low.

We print {or the information of our readers the correspon-
dence on tha subject of Mr. Gough’s visit, which we find in
the excellent periodical named below :— :

(To.the Editor of the Weekly News and Chronicle.)

Sut,—1 have the pleacure in bemng able to hand you an extract’
of a letter recerved from the ranowned champion of ‘Pemnperance;
John B. Gough, and request, us the Honorary Seerclary of the
London ‘Temperance Lecaue, that you will find spuce for its in-
serti-m in your truly valuable puper. Testimonials from the Rev.
Dr. Lymnao Beceher to the Rev. J. Campbell, D. D., from Deacon
Grant, certified by the Hon. Abbot Lawrence, lately American
Miaister to the Court of St. Jumes's, with numerous others which
I have in my possession, attest the interest and high standing of

this most eloquent Englishman,

Yours truly, )
T. C. Prepsre.
5, Camberwell-grove, June 1, 1853,

Somerville, State oF Now Jersey, May 14, 1853,
Dean Si,—Agreeable to our arrangements 1 shall leave Bos.

; ton, Providence permitting, so as to rench London on [st August,
- that J mav be able to leave wgain for the United States hy the

wnddie of September certainly 5 although applications were pouring
in upon me to secure my service for the coming fall commencing
i September, und L had partly promised that 1 wonld commence
sbout the middie of September m thie St and give them seven
weeks® lubour, and have engaged tie remaning tiae untit 15t of
December for the State of New York and Connecticnt.  After
tnat af liie and health should be spared, [ have engaged uniil
Murch or April for Chicigo, Iinois, St. Louis, Muiesonri, Milwau.
ke, Wisconsin, and through Mickigan going to Penmsylvania, the
time entliny ssimer vacationin June., [ have generally luid out
my labonr (arane year i advance, 18 it saves me much labour by
leaving it to Committees 1 the diffierent sections of country to
make nl} ne 2sseary arrangoments.

But [ have now determined to give six weeks, sceerding to your
request ; and now, dear Sir, ¥ come to you simply o add theatom
of my czperience and obzervation, hud will labour fos the Com.
mittec of the Loadon Temperance Longue with all my heart; nnd
with fervent prayer that mv mission to my native land may bo
wucecessful in the: highest and best sense of that terms. . With an-
ny thanks for vour kind intezest in my visit to England, und hop.
w1 gonn In meet you in my native land, and to stand side by side
with yon an tue battle-geound for the right, and with very respect.
ful rexaids (e yoursel?, and the Cotnmittec of the London Tem.
parance League, :

Lam, dzur Sir, yours cver truly and faithfully,
Joux B. Gouen.
I C. Prebble, Eeg.
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