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Current Topics and £vents.

"Say not that the foriiîcr days arc bettcr than thcscYe.

0O-TR COUNTRY'S SHAME.

It is with a feeling of shame that
one reads of the strange spectacle in
the Ontarlo LegisIature of a member-
eleût charging a Minister of the
Crown 'with the base and sordid crime
of purchasing «with filthy lucre-filthy
enough-his desertion of bis paxty.
A deadly stigma is east upon the fair
faine of our country, as the news is
telegraphed to every part of the civil-
ized world. We may charitably hope
that some explanation miay relieve the
accused of the shame and disgrace o!
sapping the very founidations of the
eommonweal ; but if guilty, he should
lie driven from public life; if, indeed,
a stili heavier penalty shoîîld flot be
inflicted.

Are the basal principles of public
inorality being forgotten ? Is one
tithe of the current accusation of
fraud and corruption truc? The re-
'velation o! the iàying and personalion
and ballot-box stuffing in the referen-
dlum vote shows a moral callousnes
that augurs i11 for our count.ry's future.
These deeds of darkness should be
hrought to Ilght. A commission of
tipright and -incorruptible judg-s
should probe to the utmost these

charges of wrong, whether In high
places or 10w. At any cost, the purity
of tlie elections, the safeguard of the
commonweal, nmust be maintained.

3F.TTERt DAys FOR. W"oiKING E
There are chronie pessimists who

continualiy tell us that the former
days were better than these, that the
world is getting worse instead of bet-
ter, that everything is on the down
grade. If these prophets o! evil %vould
only look around them they would
sec on every side contradictions o!
their hope]ess philosophy. On]y forty
years ago a tremendous civil war over
the existence o! slavery almost rent
asunder the United States. Now the
nation is united as neyer beforq,
slavery is abolished, and Bishop Hart-
zell declares that no nIne millions o!
Af ricans in the world exhibit sucli a
liigii standard of moral, physical,
and social advantagcs as those lu the
great republie. Slhortly before the
abolition 0f American slavery the Czar
0f Russia emancipated by the stroke
of his pen over twenty millions of
serfs who werc bought and sold wItb.
the lanj ,vlichl they tllcd. The wages


